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COMMAND GUIDANCE 


Let Off-Duty Cops Carry 


All things considered, a legislative 
proposal to significantly increase 
police protection of the public without 
adding to the tax burden is going to 
get our serious and sympathetic 
attention. 

Such, in effect, is H.R. 
4897, recently introduced by 
Congressmen Duke Cunningham 
(R-Calif.) and Ralph Hall (D-Texas), 
and backed by a relatively newly 
formed group called the Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America 
(LEAA). Shorn of the legalese, H.R. 
4897 provides that all active-duty 
law enforcement officers and 
retirees in good standing will be 
permitted to carry concealed 
weapons off duty anywhere in the 
United States. 

Most authorities permit their own 
officers to carry within their specific 
jurisdiction, but the status of off- 
duty or retired officers carrying 
outside their own jurisdictions (and 
“jurisdiction” may be as small as a 
township) is not at all clear and 
therefore fraught with the chance of 
vexatious and embarrassing hassles 
to the point that most officers don’t 
doso. . 

Thus, an off-duty officer outside 
his own jurisdiction, when confronted 
with an emergency situation, like 
the massacre last year in Luby’s 
Cafe in Killeen, Texas, is probably 
without the basic tool (i.e., old Betsy) 
required to sort the thing out. After 
all, the techniques and procedures 
for sorting out this kind of emergency 
are basically the same in Florida, in 
Washington state and all places in 
between. 

By establishing clear authority for 
all law enforcement officers to carry 
everywhere, H.R. 4897 resolves this 
problem and in effect puts 
thousands of additional trained, 
qualified sworn officers on the beat 
without putting an additional bite on 


the taxpayer. The results cannot fail 
to be beneficial to public security. 

Also, in the course of his duties, 
a cop often ends up taking 
unwelcome action against many 
potentially dangerous and vengeful 
scumbags, most of whom will be 
back on the street before they have 
forgotten the cop who nailed them. 
Most of them will not be concerned 
with legal technicalities about 
permits to carry or about felons not 
having possession of firearms. We 
like the idea of the cop being 
permitted to carry the means of 
defending himself and his family. 

We also like the deterrent effect 

on the scumbags from knowing that 
the intended object of revenge is 
probably carrying and will very 
probably shoot back. If a man or 
woman is sufficiently trustworthy and 
well trained to be issued a badge, a 
gun and a book of citation blanks, 
it's a bit hard to see why he or she 
shouldn't be allowed, even 
encouraged, to carry off duty and 
wherever he or she may go. 
An argument can be made that this 
is a matter best left to state and 
local authority. But it is exactly the 
confusion and uncertainty arising 
from the bewildering variety of local 
laws, rules and interpretations that 
deter the conscientious cop (and 
we hope that’s all of them) from 
carrying except in places where he 
or she knows that it clearly is legal. 
Hence the need for a clear, uniform, 
nationwide rule as set out in 
H.R. 4897. 

The NRA is for it. It's hard to see 
who could be against it, except 
the crooks. So nice, respectful 
letters to your senators and 
congresspersons in support of H.R. 
4897 are in order. 

Today is as good a time as ever. 


— Colonel Alex McColl & 
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ucts in the magazine of which sale. possession or inter- 
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ject to special-licensing requirements in your state. Pur- 
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in their area. All data in this publication. technical or 
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als using specific tools, products. equipment and compo- 
nents under panicular conditions and circumstances. some 
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War Zone Los Angeles -— Page 52 


7 EF MPLS... cee cal tUsweines+.s0/tlvscncteninnsesss ... Dr. John Peters, M.D. 
Ona mission of mercy sponsored by SOF'’s Refugee Relief International, three 
American volunteer doctors train Karen medicos in Burma. A story not for the 
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never ends , 42 
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Father of the M1 6, Gene Stoner, again hits the mark with his SR-25 milspec sniper 
system ad 
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Combat and Caring — Page 30 
Photo: Dr. John Peters 
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Mohammed's Militants — Page 62 Photo: T.A. Davis 
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It took a knifemaker to denign the most challenging tactical shooting match in the 
Pacific Northwest — Al Mar's Law Enforcement Invitational ..................:cceee0es 51 
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Jury verdict ignites America’ Ss seoetrll -largest city into anarchy. Former SOF staffer 
tries to find out why 52 
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After a cold, desperate night huddled in trenches and behind burial mounds in an 
ancient cemetery, 2/7 Cav regroups and prepares to face a new day of fighting at 
An Thi 58 


MOHAI Porras senea- ecco esssccccsnescsscctessunede en: Neil Livingstone 
We won the war with ea but Islamic fanatics are still on the march — with Iran 
leading the way. Will they be our enemies in the next world war? 62 
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Bombs Over Baghdad — Page 38 
Photo: U.S. Air Force 


California Highway Patrolman, armed 
with Smith & Wesson .40 S&W pistol 
and Remington M870 Military and 
Police 12-gauge shotgun, warily 
watches for snipers as he guards 
firefighters battling one of hundreds of 
blazes set during five days of the rioting 
in Los Angeles. See SOF's report 
Starting on page 52. 

Photo: Giboux/Gamma-Liaison 
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The shrill ranting of anti-gun 
fanatics reached new heights of 
emotional pitch and illogical argument 
in April when Sarah Brady, head of 
Handgun Control Inc., launched a 
media attack on the state of 
Connecticut for having what Brady 
claims is a “pro-assault-weapons 
policy.” 

Brady's brash broadside took aim 
at Connecticut’s ownership of 47% of 
the stock in Colt’s Manufacturing Co. 
through the state’s employee pension 
fund. It would have been laughable 
except that thousands of jobs are at 
stake at the financially struggling Colt 
company. 

Colt, a name synonymous with the 
histories of the Old West and the 
20th-century U.S. military, filed for 
bankruptcy protection this past 
March, about two years after 
Connecticut's state pension fund 
invested $25 million in the Hartford- 
based company to prevent a cutback 
of more than 900 jobs. Colt’s financial 
strength began to wane in the late 
1980s when it lost its longtime 


Desert Storm Baby Boom: Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, and other areas of the 
country with a lot of Gis, experienced a 
miniature population explosion nine 
months (more of less) after the troops 
came home from the Gulf. Fort Bragg 
alone expected some 1,500 births. Here, 
Sgt. Maj. Rick Dunlap, 44, poses with 
three-month-old daughter Jessica, after 
making his 100th jump onto Normandy 
DZ at Fort Bragg. 

Photo: courtesy Bob MacKenzie 
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A statement issued by the 
Connecticut Development Authority 
also denied that the Sporter is an 
assault weapon “by any legal 
definition.” It also attacked Brady’s 
group for jeopardizing jobs in tough 
economic times by trying to “make a 
trophy” of a “wounded company they 
can bring down.” 

Brady's shrillness is not surprising. 
She is the wife of James Brady, a 
former White House press secretary 
who remains partially paralyzed from 
a gunshot wound inflicted when a 
deranged man attempted to kill 
President Reagan in 1981. Although 
not previously involved, his wife has 
since then become obsessed with 
gun control, helping to establish HCI. 
Someone apparently needs to explain 
to her that not only is a Colt Sporter 
not an assault rifle, it’s not a 
handgun, either. — Jim Pate 


Dr. Mikhail T. Kalashnikov (left) and 
SOF Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
discuss Kalashnikov’s famed 
development at a recent meeting 
between the two former adversaries. 


Photo: Chris Mayer ‘I 


“Command Guidance” in the July 
SOF discussed the application of the 
manufacturer's excise tax to custom 
gunsmiths, now that the BATF has 
taken over this taxing function from 
the IRS — sort of like a job being 
handed over to the KGB by the GRU. 
Since then, as a result of more than a 
little prodding by the NRA and others, 
BATF has issued a letter intended to 
clarify the matter. According to the 
memo attached to this letter, the 


Pentagon contract for the M16 rifle. 
In what amounts to an attack on 
state employees’ rights to choose 
investment opportunities in a free 
marketplace, Brady is pressuring 
Connecticut State Treasurer 
Francisco L. Borges to either sell off 
the Colt stock or force the weapons 
company to halt production of the 
“Sporter’” rifle. The Sporter is a semi- 
automatic recreational weapon: an 
adaptation of Colt’s AR-15, which was 


a civilian, semi-automatic version of following are 
the M16 military rifle. considered 
Neither Colt nor state officials have to be 








Ronald E. Stilwell, Colt’s president, 
said Brady’s statements “continue 
to deal with emotions” and 

not facts. 


let Brady's attack go unchallenged. y 
~ 
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A BOUNCER’S GUIDE TO 
BARROOM BRAWLING 
Dealing with the Sucker Puncher, 

Streetfighter, and Ambusher 

by Peyton Quian 

As a bouncer in a biker bar and a 
participant in dozens of fights, Peyton 
Quinn knows the diff@rence between 
fighting fact and fantasy. The result is 
a unique guide to self-defense that 
can save your ass in places where 
brawling is quick, dirty and very 
violent. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 264 pp. $17.95 


ALACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors — 
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country ~- 
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore, this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 50 min., VHS only. $29.95 


hISTsS, WITS, AND 
A WICKED RIGHT 
Surviving on the 
Wiid Side of the Street 
by Marc “Animal” MacYoung 


“It's awareness, wits and fists that 
will keep you safe out there, not 
some fancy Oriental fighting form,” 
says Animal. Here, he gets down to 
the fine points and brutal tech- 
nicalities of blows and targeting — the 
critical stuff that will keep you from 
becoming dead oti 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
Botoowar, |Wiee., : 
DEC af OPS 
Fighting Street Crime Undercover 
by Capt. Charles Beene 
With street crime running rampant, 








innovative police departments | 


across the U.S. are resorting to 
unconventional tactics like decoys to 
catch criminals red-handed. For 
those looking to break away from the 
status quo, this is an eye-opening 
account of how decoy units are set 
up, staffed and supervised and why 
they work. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 120 pp. 
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DEER HUNT 
How Successful Deer Hunters 
Bag Trophy Deer and Keep 
Their Freezers Full 
by Larry Grupp 
Forty master deer hunters recount 
time-tested tricks and proven meth- 
ods for bagging big deer. This “case 


study” approach is a gold mine of | 


deer hunting tore that wil! hefp you 
land that trophy buck or freezer-fill- 
ing critter. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, 
photos, illus., 240 pp. $39.95 





U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives, Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
Survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover, photos, illus. 240 pp. $19.95 





JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 
by Ed Carson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years 
using the exact methods outlined .in 
this book. Find out how to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 48 pf. $10.00 


SEALs 

UDT/SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 

by T.L. Bosiljevac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs’ role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 1/2 x8 

1/2, hardcover, photos, 272 pp. 
$26.95 
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A Pictorial Memoir of the 10th Mountain Division 


by Flint Whitlock and Bob Bishop 
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HOW TO FIND ANYONE 
ANYWHERE 
by Ralph D. Thomas 

Here is a virtual encyclopedia on the 
topic of skip tracing. Learn how to 
quickly make national sweeps for 
data, design and execute pretexts 
that work, get the latest equipment 
and much more. This is the material 
that can make or break your investi- 
gations. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 62 pp. 

$19.95 





VIOLENCE, BLUNDERS, AND 
FRACTURED JAWS 
Advanced Awareness Techniques 
and Street Etiquette 
by Marc “Animal” MacYoung 
When you walk into a place, you 
have to be able to instantly identify 
the fighters, hustlers, workers, spec- 
tators and troublemakers. Find out 
how Animal and other professionals 
do this, based on their experiences 
as bouncers, drug dealers, bikers, 
prison officials and street people. 5 






STREETWORK 

The Way to Police Officer 
Safety and Survival 

by Steve Albrecht 
The margin for error for a policeman is 
measured by his life, so his on-the-job 
training never ends. In this practical 
approach to policing, the author 
shares survival tips and techniques for 
all cops regardless of the size of the 
precinct or length of service. A must 
for anyone interested in surviving the 
wildlife of traiay's streets. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, Tra in $19.95 





U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 
This is the real thing, a reprint of the A 
Detachment Handbook issued to all 
Special Forces A-Teams during the 
Vietnam War. Everything from camp | 
construction to interrogation pro- 
cedures to psyops is covered. A must 
for collectors of mititary and Vietnam | 
memorabilia. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 304 pp. $19.95 | 
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“manufacturing” and would incur 
excise tax liability: 

— Alterations that “materially change 
a firearm so that a different article 
results” [we do not know how 
“material” such changes must be, i.e., 
if this includes such things as 
rebarreling to a different caliber, fitting 
a stock of different configuration, and 
so on.]. 

~—— “However, if parts are added to a 
frame, receiver or action, such 
alterations are generally found to be 
manufacture.” [e.g. having your 
gunsmith buy an M1911 frame and 
build up a gong gun, or a surplus 
Swedish Mauser action and put 
together that .257 deer rifle you 
always wanted]. 

— “Additionally, when custom 
firearms are produced from new or 
used firearms acquired by a 
gunsmith, as when surplus military 
firearms are ‘sporterized,’ and the 
custom firearms are a new and 
different firearm, then manufacture 
has taken place.” [We assume that a 
gunsmith who buys a barrel of parts- 
guns and cannibalizes together some 
working parts has then 
“manufactured” them — but does 
putting an old ‘03 Springfield ina 
drop-in stock constitute “sporterizing” 
(therefore manufacturing), or do you 
also have to bend the bolt, shorten 
and recrown the barrel, and fit a 
scope mount? Do you have to 
change calibers for a gun to be “new 
and different?”] 

In short, whenever a BATF agent 
decides that whatever happened to 
the original weapon has made ita 
“new and different” firearm, then 
“manufacturing” has taken place and 
excise tax must be paid by the 
gunsmith. 

According to the BATF memo, the 


8 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


eC |) THEYRE ALL FROM THE 













» THE. BAD NEWS 1S 






BUSH RE-ELECTION 
COMMITTEE. 









THOME Ke THE STATE SDURNAL- Reg STER, 
COPLEY Neg SERVICE 


following are not considered 
manufacturing: 

— “Repair of a firearm by replacing or 
moditying existing parts.” 


“iis 


Refinishing’ a firearm, as in 
er or black anodizing, or 
engraving a firearm.” 
— “Sale of parts or accessories such 
as telescope mounts, rubber recoil 
pads, sights and similar parts when 
sold with the complete firearm.” [ The 
memorandum does not so state, but 
are we Safe in inferring that the 
gunsmithing involved in installing 
these components for a customer 
does not constitute “manufacture?” ] 
The memo further “clarifies” the 
following: 
— “Where a gunsmith is working on a 


firearm owned by the customer, the 


customer is the manufacturer and the 
gunsmith incurs no tax liability even 
when his alterations amount to 
manufacture. lf the customer uses the 
firearm for personal use after delivery 
from the gunsmith, no tax liability ts 
incurred; if the customer sells the 
firearm before using it, he is liable for 
the excise tax.” 

— “Where the gunsmith is selling the 
firearm to the customer and, in 
connection with that sale, the 
gunsmith performs alterations that 
constitute manufacture, the sale of 
the altered firearm results in tax 
liability.” [The paragraph shows a 
strong inclination to “blend the sale 
and the subsequent manufacture into 
one transaction,” even when 
separated by an interval of time or 
treated as separate transactions by 
the parties.] 

— “lf the gunsmith is truly only a 
conduit for the delivery of the firearm, 
and the firearm is in fact purchased 
from another licensee, the gunsmith 
does not incur tax liability by his 


alteration and delivery of the firearm 
to the customer.” 
So, now you know ... 
— Colonel Alex McColl 


ARMED ANNISTONIAN PREVENTS 
KILLEEN REPEAT ... 

While the Killeen, Texas, shooting 
received national attention last year, 
another similar scenario did not: In 
this instance, when three gunmen 
came into a restaurant and herded 
employees and customers into a 
cooler, there was an armed citizen 
who promptly defended himself, and 
in the process saved the lives of 
more than 20 people. 

Thomas Terry, age 46, was eating 
in a Shoney’s restaurant in Anniston, 
Alabama, when the three armed 
thugs walked in. He hid under a table 
as the trio herded employees and 
customers into the walk-in cooler; 
then, when a would-be robber found 
Terry, Terry shot and killed the 
hoodlum with a .45. A Vietnam vet 
with a concealed-carry permit, Terry 
then put his sights on the criminal 
who held the restaurant manager at 
gunpoint — this robber shot at Terry 
and missed, whereupon Terry 
returned fire, hitting the crook several 
times. Employees, customers, the 
manager and Terry were all 
unharmed. 

Police officials said the case would 
be referred to a grand jury. Really? 
Do grand juries issue medals for 
citizen heroism in Alabama these 
days? 

Oh well, better tried by 12 than 
carried by six ... 


WHAT A RELIEF ... 

If you like the story “Combat and 
Caring” on page 30 of this issue, 
you'll be pleased to know that 
Refugee Relief International (RRI) 
helps wherever they can — even 
assisting deserving people in former 
enemy states. We recently sent 105 
boxes of medical supplies and 
equipment to the McCoskrie 
Threshold Foundation in Florida, and 
they reported back that Brigadier 
General H. C. Aderholt hand-carried 
some of the supplies with him to 
Azerbaijan, and the rest were airlifted 
there and are being put to 
good use. 

And RRI can a/ways use more. 
They can use virtually any medical 
supply that does not have to be kept 
refrigerated or locked up, and, of 
course, cash donations (they are tax- 
deductible) can often go to purchase 
medical supplies in areas where it is 
not feasible to ship materials or 
equipment. Every dime is put to good 
use: RRI’s staff is not paid. Contact 
Col. Alex McColl, c/o RRI, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. % 
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DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


GET EVEN 
The Compicte Book 
of Dirty Tricks 

by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political 
dirty tricksters. These dirty tricks 
range from the simple to the ela- 
borate. For entertainment only. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 


HANDGUN STOPPING POWER 
The Definitive Study 
by Evan Marsball and Ed Sanow 
Dramatic first-hand accounts of the 
results of handgun rounds fired into 
criminals by cops, storeowners, 
cabbies and others are the heart 
and soul of this long-awaited book. 
This is the definitive methodology 
for predicting the stopping power of 
handgun loads, the first to take into 
account what really happens when 
a bullet meets a man. 8 1/2 x 11, 
hardcover, fillaigs, 240 pp. $39.95 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
by Glen K. Craig 

Paladin’s new update of this classic 
best-seller gives you the info you 
need to stay alive and stay weil in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries In a 
new compact format, this book 
gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2 x 7 1/4, weather- 
proof softcover, illus., 608 pp. 


STREET LETHAL 
Unarmed Urban Combat 

by Sammy Franco 
Want to survive a real streetfight? The 
fancy leaping kicks and pre-planned 
responses taught in traditional martial 
arts will not work on today's city 
streets. Discover Contemporary Fight- 
ing Arts, a hard-hitting combat system 
that ends streetfights quickly. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 192 pp. $15.95 


POLICE CROWD CONTROL 
Risk-Reduction Strategies 
for Law Enforcement 

by Capt. Charles Beene, Ret. 
Beene headed the San Francisco 
Police Department's crowd-control 
unit so he knows firsthand the diffi- 
culty of balancing the right of assem- 
bly with that of public safety. His 
common-sense approach shows how 
to use the media, permits, barri- 
cades, mobile instant response and 
training to avoid riots. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, Ghilics 128 ii 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
80 pp. $12.00 


AMBUSH! 

Navy SEALs in Deadly Action 
The most deadly terror tactic of U.S. 
Navy SEALs in Vietnam was the 
ambush. This instructional video on 
the art of the ambush features all-new, 
never-before-seen footage from the 
personal archives of SEAL vets. Find 
out what it was like to conduct “wham 
and scram” ops, unconventional 
methods used only by SEALs, the 


difference between planned vs. hasty | 


ambushes and much more. Color, 
approx. 60 min., VHS only, $29.95 


GLOCK 
The New Wave 

in Combat Handguns 

by Peter Alan Kasler 
This book debunks the myths, lays to 
rest the rumors and, through photes of 
a spacial cutaway Glock that clearly 
display its unique inner mechanisms, 
demystifies the design and operations 
of what is surely the most innovative 
handgun introduced in some time — 
and possibly in the history of hand- 
guns. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, photos, 
illus., 304 gn $25.00 


THE POWER OF 
POSITIVE REVENGE 
A Winner's Guide to 
Exacting Vengeance 
by Michael Connor 
More than just another revenge book, 
this is a breakthrough in vengeance! 
lt harnesses the energy of negative 
thinking and turns it into positive 
revenge. The principle of “every 
action has an equal and opposite 
reaction” can change your life! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 232 pp $19.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi- 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno- 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus.. 272 pp. $30.00 
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MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 


{Videotapes are nonreturnable. Damaged tapes will be replaced, } 


FORGING DAMASCUS 
How to Create 
Pattern-Welded Blades 
with Jim Hrisoulas 
This two-tape video featuring the 
author of The Compiete Biadesmith 
and The Master Bladesmith takes 
you step by step through the creation 
of a beautiful 10-inch Damascus 
blade. Learn things that books can't 
teach, including how to correct mis- 
takes, get a proper welding heat, 
grind an edge and more. Color, over 3 
hrs., VHS coil) Teidpe set $79.95 


RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 
Getting Down to Getting Even 
by George Hayduke 
Have you got a score to Settle with 
someone? George Hayduke and his 
merry band of pranksters are back with 
more than 100 all-new, devilishly 
delicious tncks designed to drive the 
bad guys fo damnation and deliver the 
good guys from the grips of their 
tormentors. For entertainment pur- 
poses only! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, 
240 pp. $19.95 


SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for 
All Occasions 

by George Hayduke 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac- 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma- 
nure, newspapers and more to help 
you savor your vengeance For enter- 
tainment only!5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, 
252 pp. $19.95 
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BAIL ENFORCER 
The Advanced Bounty Hunter 
by Bob Burton 
America’s most successful bounty 
hunter reveals advanced details 
and tricks of hunting and capturing 
humans. Learn how to obtain an 
arrest contract, surveillance tips, 
what to wear during a bust, how to 
work with the police, hazards of the 
use of deadly force. how to avoid 
your own arrest, legal precedents of 
the trade and more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 216 pp. $16.95 


STUNTMAN 

A Freelancer’s Guide to Learning 
the Craft and Landing the Jobs 

by Jack Bucklin 
Being a stuntman is a highly paid, 
challenging, daredevil profession. 
Stuntman teaches you required 
stunts — how to get burned alive, 
wreck cars, swing from nooses, roll 
down stairs and fall off horses — as 
well as marketing techniques that let 
you in on secrets agencies try to 
keep to themselves. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover, photos. illus.. 136 pp. $20.00 
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REVENGE & HUMOR 
Make em Pay! ccccccscsessescscesteeceeeseennes $ 19.95 
Your Revenge Is in the Mail ..........cc cae 9.95 
Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel ..........0.0........ 10.00 
Forgive? Forget ttt... cecccecsseeecseseeerseeeceeeceeee 19.95 
The Joy of Cold Revenge... cccccseeeseeeteceeee 10.00 
Get Even 2: More Dirty Tricks 

From the Master of Revenge.............6..2c08 19.95 
B.S.ing: The Secrets of Success 

in the Business World... cece rsterseees 12.00 
Techniques Of HaraSSMeMt.............ccecccceececsceceneees 19.95 
Sweet Revenge: A Serious Guide to Retribution ...... 19.95 
Care & Feeding of Tenants 0... eter 8.95 


Up Yours! Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 19.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship .... 19.95 
The Revenge Book ...........::cccceeceseecececseceeeersttecerens 8.00 
Tenant's Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord ....... 9.95 
Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice... 19.95 
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Book II: How to Get Anything on Anybody.............. $ 35.00 
How to Hide Anything... cc cccceceeeereeeteeees 10.00 
The Outlaw Reports ..0.0.. cece csesseereeesseteesseeen 25.00 
DEA Stash and Hideout Handbook... 10.00 
Modern Weapons Caching............cccecseeseeeeneieseees 14.00 
Privacy: How to Get It. How to Enjoy It... 18.95 
Sneak lt THOUQN. 0... eee ceeec ce ec esteeseceeeeeeneseevenstaresees 12,00 


Financial Investment Expertise: The Complete Guide 
to Terms, Definitions, and Winning Strategies... 21.95 


Flimflam Man: How Con Games Work......0.0000000000. 17.95 
Electronic Fund Transfer Systems Fraud.................. 15.00 
Save Your LICENSE 00... eee sececscseeeeeesveceerereeeeens 14.95 
The Armchair Millionaire... cee eee eceeeeeeeeeeee 10.95 
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Don't Bug Me: The Latest High-Tech Spy Methods .$19.95 
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and Privacy INVASION «00... ee eee cteeeeceeeeeeees 12.95 
Find ‘em Fast: A Private Investigator’s Workbook .... 12.00 
Undercover Operations: A Manual for the 


Private Investigator... .. 10.00 
Detective’s Private Investigation Training Manual..... 14.95 
Obtaining Your Private Investigator’s License........... 8.00 
Practical Guide for Private Investigators................... 12.00 
How Investigate by Computer: 1990.22... 35.00 
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The AR-15/M16: A Practical Guide 0.0... eee 16.95 
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Standard/Mask I/Mark Il Senies...... 00... 12.00 
Combat Ammunition: 

Everything You Need to Know..................-...-- 24.95 
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Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook... 20.00 
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MILITARY SCIENCE 
Night Fighter's Handbook................::ccceeeceeee $ 10.00 
Long-Range Patrol Operations: Reconnaissance, 

Combat. and Special Operations ...............0.. 19.95 
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of the German Army: 1933-1945... 30.00 
Radio Equipment of the Third Reich: 1933-1945....... 25.00 
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Special Forces Vietnam Recon Manudi............ 8.00 
Special Forces Air Operations... eee 15.00 
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SURVIVAL 
Ragnar’s Ten Best Traps: And a Few Others that Are 

Damn GO0d, TOO... cess ccesccsseesceseseescseeeeseacecenees $10.00 
Never Say Die: The Canadian Air Force 

SurViVal MANU... ee ceseseevesesetsecseseneeeeeees 10.00 
Survivalist’s Medicine Chest... cece 10.00 
Ragnar's Ten Best Traps: 

And a Few Others that Are Damn Good, Too.... 10.00 
Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life ......... 16.00 
The Trapper's Bible: 

Traps, Snares, and Pathguards............ cece 8.00 
Live Off the Land in the City and Country ................. 24.95 
Combat Survival ........cccccccssessessesrsssseseessscsesssrssees 18.95 
The Good Booze Recipe and Cookbook................... 7.00 
Pocket M@GIC....... cc eecseeseesesesessscssersrerereesteeseenesens 9.00 
The Survival Retreat: A Total 

Plan for Retreat Defense... eee 8.00 
SNIPING 
The Complete Book of U.S. Sniping ...........e $ 39.95 
The German Sniper: 1914-1945 oon 60.00 
Counter Smiper Guide .........ececcccssessesesecrseeteneees 6.00 
U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual................0-...08 19.95 
U.S. Marine Corps Sniping...........:ccccecececeeeeeseeeees 14.95 
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by Louis Awerbuck 





Mike Harries’ flashlight technique, 
employed with a handgun and remotely 
held flashlight (the shooter pictured is 
left-master-eyed). 

Photo: courtesy Louis Awerbuck 


In the Land of the Blind, 
the one-eyed man is king. 


By the same token, if you can't see 
your enemy, and/or identify him as 
such, you will not be able to hit him 
unless you have the leeway to use 
searching fire — and have a measure 
of luck to boot. While in some out-and- 
out military situations you will have the 
legal and moral justification to utilize 
search-fire techniques, for the 
overwhelming percentage of contacts 
visual-target identification is imperative. 

Even though the United States’ war 
machine is unquestionably the world 
leader in high-tech night vision 
equipment, tragedy still strikes on 
occasion because of an inanimate 
machine's inability to identify friend from 
foe. Night Vision Goggles (NVGs), too, 
are often ineffective because of differing 
light and terrain conditions. 

On a more “personal” basis, 
however, such as in urban day-to-day 
law enforcement and civilian 
applications, equipment is still essential 
to make up for the inadequacies of 
human vision under poor light 
conditions. 

The equipment primarily used in this 
field of operations is generally 
comprised of flashlights and laser-dot 
systems as well as tritium sight inserts. 

Probably the least beneficial of this 
Big Three is the laser dot system. While 
the “all you have to do is place the red 
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COMBAT CRAFT 


dot in his chest” story sounds great in 
theory, in practice it’s not so easy, 
especially on a moving human target. 
This system, however, is useful in a 
murky, smoke-filled environment as it 
will “punch through” smoke, where a 
flashlight beam will “bounce back” 
much like auto headlight beams in 
fog. The laser dotis also an asset 
in a sniper-type situation, where 
you can take your time on a 
non-moving target. 

The laser dot package will 
not help target identification; the 
basics of marksmanship still 
have to be employed, a fact 
often overlooked by people 

looking for a technological “quick 

fix” to override operator inability. 

Tritium sight inserts are one of just 
a few recent innovations that are worth 
anything out in the field. They consist 
of self-illuminating modules that “glow” 
in the dark — the poorer the ambient 
light, the brighter the apparent 
luminescence. Inlet into a weapon's 
front and rear sights, they allow the 
shooter to use his “normal” sighting 
techniques, irrespective of the ambient 
light. In normal daylight conditions the 
tritium “washes out,” leaving the shooter 
with a standard sight picture. 

Arguably the forerunners in 
developing this system, Innovative 
Weaponry inc. (Dept. SOF, 337 
Eubank N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87123; 
phone: 800-334-3573) offers the inserts 
in a pistol combination of three dots 
(two rear-sight dots bracketing a single 
front), or a bar-dot configuration (a 
single dot in front “subtending” a single 
horizontal bar in the rear sight). In 
addition, they supply different 
configurations for shoulder weapons. 

While tritium inserts are vital in poor 
light, like the laser dot they are 


Shots In The Dark 


essentially used to gain a sight picture 
on a target which is visible and 
identifiable. For example, where a set 
of black steel sights would become lost 
against a dark background, the tritium 
would allow sight alignment and a sight 
picture. 

But both of the above-mentioned 
systems have one common problem 
— target identification. And here’s 
where the flashlight becomes 
invaluable. 

If it’s light enough to identify your 
target, a flashlight is unnecessary, as 
under these circumstances you will 
have enough illumination to use either 
the laser dot or tritium systems, or 
possibly even normal steel sights. 

However, if it is too dark to identify 
your target without a mechanical aid, 
the flashlight becomes crucial — before, 
during, and after the gunfire. 

Before the gunfire to identify the 
innocent parties from the hostile. During 
gunfire to illuminate the vital areas on 
the enemy, and to silhouette the 
gunsights against your target area for 
the requisite sight picture needed for 
accurate street marksmanship. 

Finally, after the gunfire to maintain 
control of your enemy. Many training 
scenarios don't incorporate this last 
facet into night sessions. For real, you 
have to control your enemy either until 
help arrives or until such time as you 
have physically immobilized him 
yourself. In a military context, the enemy 
will either probably be dead or out of 
the picture, one way or another. 

Urban law enforcement or civilian 


A Remington 870 fitted with Laser 
Products’ integral fore-end flashlight, 
and a Glock 19 with Adventurer's 
Outpost clip-on flashlight system. 
Photo: courtesy Louis Awerbuck 
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Choose: 
CIVILIAN Full Size Meda! 
SERVICE Mini Medal 


Ribbon, full size 
Lapel Button 


Choose: 


Full Size Medal 

Mini Medal 

Ribbon, full size 
Enamelled Mini Ribbon 
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Special Forces 


Our solid brass rings have been plated with 18 karat 
gold. Then each is hand fitted with a brilliant Austrian 
faceted crystal onto which we have etched the service 
logo in gold teaf! You will be delighted with the quality and 
fine detailed craftsmanship. Made in USA. 


Sizes: 8,9, 10,11,12,13 ............ $39.95/each 
Choose: 

MG ALM, «5 as sds eos oes eu Htam #B-400 
NAVI ooo ok cee wbine ae cern Item #B-401 
MU: STAM POICR wc eee cece cc ees Item #B-402 
WU.S. MarineCorps ................ item #A-775 
@ Special Forces .................., ttam #A-779 
@ Desert Storm- Army ..... eri. item #B-406 
Wi Desert Storm-Navy ........... .... ltam #B-407 


@ Desert Storm - AirForce ............ Item #B-408 
@ Desert Storm- Marinas,............ Item 48-409 
@ Desert Storm - Special Forces... ...... item #B-410 
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WR 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 
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New Desert Storm Awards!!— 
Official Issue, Approved Feb, ’92 
by The US Dept. of Heraldry. 


Civilian Service in Desert Storm—awarded by the US 
Department of Defense to all civilians who served in the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm/ Desert Shield. 


Liberation of Kuwait—awarded by the government of 
Saudi Arabia to all military personnel who served in the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield. 





M@ Our Finest Military Rings— ¢ 
















Item # Price 
MM-293 $19.95 
MM-294 9.95 

Ri-294 1.25 
MA-294 7.95 






KUWAIT 
LIBERATION 


Item # Price 
mm-295 24.95 Pa 
mM26 3 ae 
MR-296 7.95 








Regulation GI dog tags set 
of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4", 
one 24"). Choose: 

Stainless Steel Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set... ttem #X-675 .... $6.00. 


@ Printing for Dog Tags — wei 
print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 
tem #X-685 ... onty $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 






M Dog Tag Silencers — black, non- 
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 





@ Kaufman’s Catalog — 
ye eRe Le 

EUR EIOR Als 

our Catalog has 

eT AME UR OLE ULL s18 iO) 

presidenis and 

heads of state) 


Call or write for 
Nal am (fame) 8h 


below with each order. Amounts shown inciude cost of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 


Orders up to$10.00.............. ees: $3,95 
Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 ...... ....... $4.95 
Orders from $20.01 to $50.00 ....... 0 4... $5.95 
Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 .......,.. ... $6.95 
Orders from $70.01 to$100.00 ............. $7.95 
Orders from $100.01 to$200.00 ............ $8.95 


Orders over $200.01 





ORDER TOLL FREE 


1-800-545-0933 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 


i | 
ND 
aU BL Fe 
eh ee 
Pt a ee a) oh 
(S05) 293-2200 
BYU LO sen Dee tele Mm lemme eon (108) aL 
FAX: 505-275-1441 





























Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. 2 






@ Wom #X-G50 ... 1... ke eee eee $1.95/pair. 
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SHIPMENT 


H Stealth Jet Fighter Wristwatch 


An incredible watch! Exacting scale model of the 
Stealth F-117 Jet Fighter in non-reflective black. On com- 
mand, you'll hear the plane's turbines whine until they 
roar while the Gattling gun fires deadly bursts of machine 
gun fire! Touch a hidden button and an accurate LCD 
watch pops out of the fuselage. 

The plane measures almost 3” long and 2” wide from 
wingtip to wingtip. The rubberized watchband will fit the 
wrist of any pilot aged 8 to 88. 

OUMEIEE OD... oe toes ce ee $14.95 


BM Tank Wristwatch — 























This tank does it all! Touch a button and the cannon 
flashes red while the sounds of battle (machine guns, 
bombs, rockets) explode around you! Another hidden 
button shoots an accurate LCD watch out of the armor! 
Tank measures a huge 2” long X 14” wide X 1” tall. 
The turret swivels and the rubberized tank tread band 
adds to the look. Perfect for kids aged 8 to 88. 
Choose: Desert or Woodland Camo paint 
WM C0 crews er came es $14.95 





Worn by U.S. pilots of Navy, Marines, Army, Air Force 
and NASA! Precision ground glass lenses are gray/ 
green in color, block 80% of visible light and provides 
UV protection. Straight, paddle temples. 

Specify Frame: Gold, Silver, or Biack. 


Choose: 

DO Standamd size (52 MM tens) 

NN ois igs sso tees ss Seca es $31.95. 
0 Large Size (58 MM lens) 


PURI www wil ne wc cere e nc cccescs $34.95. 
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MEN — Bring down 
attackers instantly, 
sately with new 


LIQUID-BULLET. 














20 FT. CIRCLE-OF-SAFETY 
High-power stream defends 
you from safe distance 


& Instantly disables multiple 
attackers 


8 Used by police and military 


® Up to 80 times more effective 
than MACE’ 

& Stops vicious dogs, too 

® No after-effects 


These days, men need a defense weapon 
as much as women. Men are 3 times more 
likely to be violent crime victims. 

Forget women’s defense sprays. Their 
dainty vapor is likely to blow in your 
own face. Sprays have short range. You 
must be dangerously close to your 
attacker te use them. 


Safe around kids. 


You need a smart weapon. One that 
drops attackers from a safe distance. And 
can’t harm kids when not in use. New 
LIQUID-BULLET protects you in a 20 
ft. Circle-of-Safety with a high—power 
chemical stream. Its effect is up to 80 
times greater than MACE*. It costs less. 
And, unlike MACE, it brings down 
dangerous animals, too (take it camping). 

Your attacker’s skin feels on fire. His 
eyes close, blinding him. He fights for 
breath; gets dizzy, disoriented. He’s 
helpless for 20 minutes. Yet with no after- 
effects. LIQUID-BULLET is harmless 
and legal. 


The Safe, Smart Defense Weapon 








= [U0 BULLET > 


















Accurate even with poor aim 

This new weapon is used by police, 
FBI, and military. A safety catch keeps 
it safe until you use it. Flip the catch 
and it stops attackers as well as any gun. 
There’s no reloading, no cocking, no 
noise. No need for accuracy — its hi- 
power stream lets you find your target 
even with poor aim. Any skin it touches 
produces crippling effects. Invisible dye 
marks your attacker for 48 hours. 

All chemical sprays have a shelf life 
of about 2 years. But only LIQUID- 
BULLET guarantees free lifetime refills. 
If you won’t carry a gun, carry LIQUID- 
BULLET. Throw your wife’s spray away 
and give her this. It could save your lives. 


4 e Key-ring LIQUID-BULLET (20 ft. ‘Circle-of-Sofety’) 


E - | i HOLSTER LIQUID-BULLET 
: | (40 ft. ‘Circle-of-Safety’) 
in nylon-holstered canister 
with Velcro strap, for bicycle, 
p... wrist or onkle, 






1-800-L-BULLET 


LIQUID-BULLET, INC., 20533 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 4490, Miami, FL 33180 sFe6 
Yes, send [_] J Key-Ring LIQUID-BULLET at $17.95, [_]}2 at $33.95, [_]3 at $44.95. 
(_] J Holster LIQUID-BULLET at $35.95, [_]2 at $59.95, [_]3 at $84.95, plus $2.05 ship./ hand. 
(Fla. res. add 6% tax.). I enclose [_] check [_] money order 


([] Credit card: Type__.. No. 
Signature —___ CCN 
re Zip 





[} PRIORITY ORDER (Gets immediate attention. Add $1.00) ["} 1 am over I8. 
Dealer or Distr. inquiries: 800-525-5538, Ext. 80. 
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Exp. date Total $ 
Address 
Phone ( ) 
© Liqud Bulet 1992 
"MACE is a regiered federal trademark of Def-Tec Corp. 





y Major credit cards call 





shootings, however, usually leave the 
shooter with a different tactical 
aftermath to contend with. What all this 
boils down to is two different schools 
of thought in both the mechanical and 
tactical fields. 

While tactical situations are different 
each time, there are those who suggest 
you always switch off the illumination 
and move laterally immediately after 
firing, “so he doesn’t have the light 
source to zero-in on.” This may be 
viable in some situations, but it would 
be vital as well to remember that this 
time you aren’t playing games on a 
shooting range — this one’s for real. 
You may be in for a rude awakening 
when you re-illuminate the scene — 
and you will have to do this sooner or 
later, a fact conveniently forgotten on 
training ranges. 

The trick is to always utilize cover 
and concealment to your advantage, 
as you would during daylight — but 
you have to maintain control of the 
situation, especially after you have fired. 
An additional problem is that you may 
not be able to change body position 
because of terrain, furniture, or other 
obstacles. 

lf you envision a tactical scenario 
where you may have to leave the light 
on, you will need a compatible weapons 
system allowing you to do so. It's all 
very well having a trick piece of 
equipment offering you two-handed 
illumination/operation of a shoulder 
weapon, but if it won't allow you to 
operate the light switch and still 
maintain control of your weapon one- 
handed, it’s a white elephant. 

For example, Laser Products (Dept. 
SOF, 18300 Mount Baldy Circle, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708; phone: 
714-545-9444) offer a variety of 
configurations on their shoulder- 
weapon integral flashlight fore-end 
systems, by which you can leave the 
light on, switch it off, or illuminate an 
area temporarily by means of a 
pressure switch. If you need a free 
hand, or worse, lose the use of one 
hand, such a mechanical system 
becomes essential in poor light. 

While gun-mounted lights are 
nothing new — they first appeared on 
handguns in the 1940s, and before that 
on rifles — tactical thinking needs to 
go beyond this. 

Similarly, whether you employ the 
FBI, Ayoob, Chapman, or Harries 
technique for hand-held pistol/flashlight 
operation, you still need a game plan 
for target illumination and takedown 
control after the smoke clears. Here, 
clip-on flashlight attachments with 
remote firing-hand, pressure-switch 
operation, such as those manufactured 
by Adventurer’s Outpost (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 70, Cottonwood, AZ 86326; 
phone: 800-762-7471) can be a good 
way to go. & 
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by Greg Walker 


tinued its tradition of exploring in- 

novative and unique blade forms 
by introducing several new designs. 
Three of these new blades are unique 
enough to warrant our attention: two 
pocketknives and an economical varia- 
tion on the company’s highly respected 
“Tanto” model. 

Emergency Rescue Knife 

One of Cold Steel's more difficult 
projects has been develop- 
ment of the Emergency Res- 
cue Knife (ER1). Meant to 
appeal to emergency services 
personnel, the ER1 immedi- 
ately reminded me of the al- 
ways-useful box knife found 
in most warehouses and 
back-office supply rooms. 

Cold Steel’s evolution of 
this design includes a poly- 
carbonate housing for the 
blade, and a patented sliding 
lock mechanism used to 
open, secure and close the 
blade. The blade itself is a 
400-series stainless steel, 
hollow-ground, 4-inch cutting 
edge featuring an effective 
serration pattern. 

The ER1 comes in either 
international orange (for quick 
identification/location at an emergency 
scene) or basic black. The housing 
appears to be exceptionally tough, as 
evidenced by its survival of a slow run- 
over by my Toyota van, equipped com- 
plete with studded snow tires. After- 
ward, the housing showed no surface 
damage, and the blade was easily pro- 
jected, locked and then retracted with 
no apparent internal damage done to 
its patented mechanism. 

Anyone who has ever worked at an 
accident scene can attest to equip- 
ment being misplaced during the 
semiorderly confusion of such an envi- 
ronment. Small items like knives do 
get stepped on, kicked away, or run 
over by emergency personnel and their 
responding vehicles. 

The ER1 blade has a sheep's-foot 
tip pattern, allowing the knife to be used 
close to a victim's body without fear of 
accidental puncture. 

Such emergency knives are most 
often used to slash seat belts away 
from trapped auto crash victims, or to 
cut shroud lines from injured sport/mili- 
tary parachutists. The CS serrated edge 
is very sharp and 100% effective while 
ripping through Levi's denim, light plas- 
tics, Gore-Tex and other commonly 


n January this year, Cold Steel con- 
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used clothing materials. 

The sole drawback to this tool’s de- 
sign is its lack of a lanyard hole, pocket 
clip or keeper ring. Because of this 
missing feature, the user either has to 
return his ER1 to a pocket/sheath or 
lay it down while working, which in- 
creases the danger of its being lost, 
stepped on, run over or otherwise 
abused. 

Overall, the ER1 is wonderfully prac- 
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Cold Steel's ER-1 possesses a positive 
locking system and exceptionally sharp 
serration pattern. Tough enough for the 
streets, the ER-1 makes a handy pocket 
tool for those involved in emergency 
services. Photo: Greg Walker 


tical for its intended audience, with a 
wide range of uses for those more 
mundane chores found in the every- 
day workplace. It retails for $19.95. 


Uitralock 


Cold Steel describes its Ultralock se- 
ries as “the ultimate in liner-type lock 
technology.” The series features three 
distinct blade/edge options, based on 
the traditional clip- and Tanto-point pat- 
terns. All blades are ground from a 
400-series stainless steel; a pocket clip 
allows for easy carry in lieu of a belt 
sheath. To open an Ultralock, one uses 
what Cold Steel calls a “thumb-glide” 
system. A deeply notched platform has 
been created at the rear of the blade, 
which protrudes above the glass-filled 
nylon handle. The user places his 
thumb firmly against this platform, ro- 
tating the blade out and upward. In 
essence, this is the same motion used 
to “ flick your Bic.” This is the only such 


New Cold Steel 


opening system I’ve seen on a produc- 
tion folder to date. 

Does the thumb-glide system work? 
Yes and no — after several minutes’ 
practice | was able to open the knife, 
although it sometimes took a two-step 
motion to both open and lock the blade 
in place. After a while, | became fairly 
proficient at opening-locking the blade 
in one motion, but | have yet to experi- 
ence a constant rate of success in this 


area. Further, when | took the knife 
from my pocket, the forward-third of its 
blade tended to strike the heel of my 
palm during the opening movement. In 
other words, you really have to perfect 
a specific grip on the knife in order to 
open and lock the blade in one single 
motion. 

Comparing this system with the 
more conventional opening-stud for- 
mats, such as those found on 
Benchmade’s “Panther” and AMK’s 
“Angler,” it is difficult to see any real 
improvement. |! found the thumb-glide 
operation to be no faster nor more 
secure than using an opening stud, or 
opening disc-type such as offered on 
Bob Terzuola's new “Carbon Fiber 
Folder.” 

Otherwise, the Ultralock folder | 
evaluated (clip point, serrated edge) 
proved itself to be durable and, as with 
all Cold Stee! cutlery products, razor 
sharp right out of the box. After a while 
| simply reverted to opening the knife 
using the substantial nail nick, which 
served its purpose nicely. 

The locking system is tight and sure, 
and the attachment clip equally reli- 


Continued on Page 19 
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KP89DAO | 

















.40 Auto 9mm Luger F 




















The Ruger P89 models repre- 
sent the third generation of 
the original P85 design. The 
P89 Manual Safety model is a 
fifteen-shot, 9mm recoil- 
operated pistol incorporating 
the latest advances in Ruger 






P-SERIES — PISTOLS 
WITHOUT PEER 










































Each model within the moly in blued models), design, perfect for those who 
Ruger P-Series is a master- and the nearly indestructi- want a manual ambidextrous 
piece of design and con- ble 6123 Xenoy resin grip safety. This model is avail- 
struction. Only the finest panels. Without the use of able in blued finish or stain- 
materials are used: hard- special tools, all P-Series less steel. 

coated A356T6 aluminum pistols easily fieldstrip For those who prefer to carry 
alloy and our own propri- within seconds into five 9mm caliber decock-only or 
etary Terhune Anticorro major subassemblies for double-action-only models, 
stainless steel (or chrome- cleaning and maintenance. Ruger created the P89DA 
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Cutaway of KP9O0DA 








(Decock-Only) and the 
P89DAO (Double-Action- 
Only) models. Both are 
fifteen-shot pistols, with the 
P89 Decock-Only available in 
blued or stainless steel, and 
the P89 Double-Action- 

Only available in stainless 
steel only. 


For those of you who have 
determined the extra power 
of the .40 Auto is advan- 
tageous, Ruger offers the P91 
models. Decock-Only and 
Double-Action-Only versions 
are available in stainless steel 
with an eleven-shot maga- 
zine. The .40 caliber P91 isa 
great balance of power and 
portability. 


| Forthe big-bore stopping 

| power of .45 ACP ammuni- 
tion, you want one of the 
Ruger P90 models. The P90 is 
available in stainless steel ina 
Manual Safety or Decock- 
Only version, each witha 
seven-shot magazine. Com- 
pact and functional, the P90 
models add to the popularity 
of the time-and-field-proven 
.45 ACP caliber. 


Ammunition: Ruger P89 pis- 
tols are suitable for continu- 
ous use with 9mm Luger +P 
and +P+ ammunition, and 
Ruger P90 pistols with .45 
ACP +P ammunition. 





SAFETY MODEL 


These models incorporate 
manual ambidextrous safety 
levers that, when engaged, 











push the firing pin forward 
into the slide, out of reach 

of the hammer. At the same 
time, the firing pin is locked 
firmly in position, preventing 
forward movement; only then 
is the hammer decocked. The 
gun cannot be fired without 
moving the safety lever back 
to the “fire” position and pull- 
ing the trigger. (See inset 
below left this page.) 





DOUBLE-ACTION- 
ONLY MODEL 


Similar in operation toa 
double-action revolver, the 
trigger pull is “double action 
only” for each shot. Second- 
strike capability is standard; 
however, single-strike opera- 
tion can be built into all 

DAO models on request. All 
Ruger DAO models come with 
a bobbed hammer. (See 

inset above.) 


DECOCK-ONLY 
MODEL (No 
Manual Safety) 


In Ruger Decock-Only (DA) 
models, the hammer is safely 
decocked by depressing 
either of the ambidextrous 
decocking levers. When re- 
leased, the levers spring back 
to the “fire” position. After 
decocking, the gun can be 
fired by a double-action pull 
of the trigger without further 
manipulation of the decock- 
ing levers. (See inset above.) 


Specifications — All Models 
Barrel length: 44%”. Overall 
length: 77%”. Weight: approx. 
36 oz. (magazine empty). 





® 


Ifyou are interested in learning 
more about Ruger firearms, 
please contact Sturm Ruger & 
Company, Inc., 123 Lacey Place, 
Southport, Connecticut 06490 
(phone 203-259-7843). 


P-SERIES CONFIGURATIONS AND CALIBERS — 
ALL NEW FOR 1992 


CatalogNo. | Finish | Features | _Caliber®_| Magazine Cap. 
Manual Safety 
Manual Safety 








rps9DA | Bled | Decock-Only | SmmLuger | is | 
Double-Action-Only 
rxp90 | ‘Stainless | ManuelSafety | _45AcP_ [7 
Decock- Only 


*Omm Luger models are capable of handling +P and +P+ ammunition; 
.45 ACP models are capable of handling +P ammunition. 
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| FIREPOWER DEMO. es y! Exciting contests, weapons demonstrations, 

s 3 | . Ss if seminars, participatory events and good times 
give you opportunities to enhance your 
knowledge and skills. On the battlefield oron 
mean streets of the ci ed, you've given your 
best. Now join us and celebrate at The Sands 
Hotel and Casino — on the Strip in Las Vegas, 

Nevada. 


Participate in these hands-on events. Contact each event's s poles 
for more information — each requires special registration an 





AL MARK. ISHIP IN : 3 separate classes Rifle, Pistol, 
Shotgun. including Live\Fire on Ae range. Call (619) 375-4855 
DRIVING: Professional instruction and practical exercises. important for 
police dignitaries, executives, VIPs and bodyguards . Call Tom Carter (919) 864- 
9806. 


AILITARY KNIFE FIGHTING: Serious fighting skills including grips and postures, secondary and primary targets, blocks, counters and more. Call (913) 682-6518. 
ISTOL/MACHINE ( LN MATCH: The Gun Store's popular pistol/machine-gun combat range event. Call (702) 454-1110. 
IRA INSTRUCTO : Learn how to teach “personal protection” and you can become eligible to be certified. Call (714) 956-2439. 
\IR-TO-AIR CC 1: You fy shoot and make the kill. AIR COMBAT USA. Call (714) 522-7590. 
FEMALE SELF DE : Free Kubaton included with event, certificate of completion, qualified martial arts instructors. Protect yourself. Call Tom. Carter (919) 864-9806. 

MBAT KNIFE f FIGH ING: Featuring Al Mar's Warrior Knife, included in event fee.Limitedregistration.Call(208)263-0848.5PM-9PM PST. 

LLING: at pare this fast-growing exciting sport. Basic rappelling, Australian tie-off. The course will be conducted in the convention center. Call (407) 331-0731. 

ENFOR ; Open to officers with credentials only. Martial arts, gun disarming, gun retention, joint manipulation. Call (208) 263-0848. 5PM-9PM. 
EET DEFEN Al Mar Eagle included in event costs. Learn to defend yourself. A great course for women; basic street smarts. Call (208) 263-0848. 5PM-9PM. 
EFENSE TACTICS: Streetwise tactics, hand- to-hand combat al (407) 331 we 

11D FAMOUS 3-GUN INTERNATIONAL T MPIONSHIP CH: SOLD OUT 


Learn the truth from the men who have been there. A favorite SOF convention event 


Grass Roots Activism South Asia Update POW Update K-9 Civilian Personal Protection : 
Air-To-Air Combat Tactics Personal & Family Protection Teaching Combat Marksmanship Skills Croatian Update 
Vietnamese Crime om Activities K-9 Military History and Overview K-9 Police Service Desert Storm Warthogs 
Combating the New World Order Gun Rights Peter Kokalis' Battle Rifles And Many Many More! 


i 
_ f 


i — , i 
Sponsored by Al Mar Knives, free to the first 200 registered conventioneers. Prepare now for these tough tourneys. Get in shape — you body will 
Tactical obstacle course tests your skill with a knife; all contestants will be thank you and maybe your wallet will, too. CASH PRIZES. Free T- 
using a knife furnished by Al Mar; prizes for the winners; all contestants Shirt for all participants; no entry fee for conventioneers. 
receive a free T-shirt. 


Pre-register now by sending $100 by 21 August 1992, ($135 after 21 August 1992) with registration card to: 
SOF Convention, PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 (Phone: (303) 449-3750, FAX: (303) 444-5617) 


Continued from page 15 


able for daily street carry. Despite my 
lack of enthusiasm for the thumb-glide 
opening system on the Ultralock, | am 
quite content to open the knife in the 
more conventional manner. | found its 
performance to compete well in the 
production-liner/side-lock category. The 
Ultralock retails for $74.95. 


The “New” Recon Tanto 


Perhaps the most striking product for 
1992 is the Recon Tanto. Made in the 
United States, the R-Tanto’s 7-inch 
blade is ground from Carbon-V steel 
and protected from the general envi- 
ronment with a baked-on, black-epoxy 
powder coating. Cold Steel has mated 
the popular Tanto blade pattern with a 
comfortable Kraton handle found on 
the Survival Rescue Knife (SRK). A 
single guard (lower) is provided for an 
enhanced gnp and adequate finger pro- 
tection. 

As with the SRK, the epoxy coating 
will wear and/or peel with hard use. It 
is sufficient as a_ defensive coating 
against corrosion, but a good cleaning 
and light oiling after use is always rec- 
ommended. Cold Steel’s Tanto blade 
pattem is meant primarily for close com- 
bat, and | classify the R-Tanto as a 
fighting knife. 

Its darkened blade guards against 
sun-fiash or glint from artificial lighting 
during nighttime activities. Three SEAL 
teams recently selected a new group- 
issue combat knife with a similar coat- 
ing process because of the same light 
reflection concerns. 

The R-Tanto comes in a black ny- 
lon scabbard which uses two snap-'n’- 
strap security systems to lock the knife 
into its carrier. Overall, this is an ad- 
equate sheath for most civilian uses, 
but | recommend a Kydex alternative. 

I've recently had two such combat 
sheaths made for me by Tim Wegner 
of Blade-Tech (7406 S. Fife St., 
Tacoma, WA 98409; phone: 206-472- 
4942). Tim does superb work, with 
most of his scabbards going to the 2/ 
75th Ranger Battalion and 1st Special 
Forces Group-both units stationed at 
nearby Fort Lewis. Wegner’s jump 
scabbards have been local-unit-ap- 
proved for military airborne operations. 

Overall, the Carbon-V Recon Tanto 
is a successful blend of Tanto and SRK, 
with a more-than-reasonable sug- 
gested retail price of $84.95. 

For more information on Cold Steel’s 


products, call them at: 1-800-255-4922. % 
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cae cotton T-Shirt ACE nae brilfant colors 
T-Shirt # 


Then Get The 1992 
Collector’s 7-Shirt 
While tt Lasts! 
Tattk tops avaliable too 


Call 1-800-743-5624 
for Immediate Delivery 


Or Send To: 
SOF Exchange, PO Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Exp. Date 
Card # 


| Signature 


| Name 


Street 


City, State, Zip 


Add $3.00 S&H for first item, $1.00 each additional 
item. Colorado residents add 3.7% sales tax. 


S.MLXL XL a $1.00 more 
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Azerbaijan 
Armenian forces take full control 

_ of disputed Nagorno-Karabakh. 
region and launch attacks on 
parts of Azerbaijan proper, _ 

- causing Azeri government. to seek 
: Turkey’ ‘S$ intervention . a. 


















| Army. officers take over ‘country’ and force President 
| epee borer to flee. Momoh’s decision. ey 







bye c oe Taylor! s Liberian rebels iF 
: sparked coup .. . 


| idamic furiddmentalists kit 13 
a: a Coptic Christian villagers in 

is a = bg SEE eae ed Eni, ivengeance for death of one of — 

been = ai 7 ; +-M their members in aland. dispute. 

-Copts make up about 7 million 

of Egypt's: 50: million people ... 















Pk eo 


‘Army (SPLA) in sputbeny Sudan, ory Bor, 
hometown of SPLA leader John Garang, and ae 
on rebel headquarters in far south. SPLA, most of... 
whose members are Christians and animists, ‘say they 
want secular government instead of Islamic republic | 
In Sudan, although preaches, factor wants ; 
| ee ere n ee for south .. Sn 

























“Fst ponticant food supplies in sik 
-months reach Mogadishu after 
fellef agencies hire mercs.to oe 
“convoys. Red Cross has 2,600" 
gunmen working for it; U.N. fs , 
paying another 10,000 troops, — Pa 
“most of whom come from main. 
factions fighting forcontiolof _ 

| country ... 













| Crimean peninsula wants tosecedefrom .__ | 
Ukraine and form independent country/state. ° 
Russian/Ukrainian fight for Black Sea fleet 
heats up again — no end insight... aa 





| franian government expels all 
_Arabinhabitants of Abu 
Musa, a small strategically 
_ Important isiand command. _ 
‘Iingtheentrancetothe 
Persian Gulf. Control-of the _ 
_ island, seized by the late Shan 
| of ran when Brits withdrew 
| from tegion.in the 1970s, has | 
long been disputed between 
| tanand the United Arab 
| Emirates .. 



































Germany — 


German government allocates 
$91 million for scrapping equlp- 
ment of former East German 
National People’s Army, whose 
order of battle Included 15,000 

| tanks, armored fighting vehicles 

| and artillery pieces — most to be 


discarded ... ; ae 


“Thailand 


_ Massive pro-democracy demonstrations continue In | 
» Bangkok and elsewhere despite military crackdown said fo j. 
have killed scores and resulting in thousands of arrests. 

_ Protesters were demanding resignation of Prime Minister 
_ Suchinda Kraprayoon. and a return to full parliamentary. 
- democracy, with broader issues being ehd of Thai military’ 5 

control of the country and rampant corruption ... 




















Bosnia- -Herzegovina 
| -Deciaration of independence from 
| Yugoslavia by ethnically mixed region | 
_ tiggers land grab by Croatian and 
Serb factions; Moslem minority is big 
| loser. More than:1,500 estimated. killed | 
- so far; major population transfer 
seems underway as capital city of 
i Sarajevo is. hammered: by. Serbian. 
a. ‘artilery 





















PS a eS | Ee ee re 
Afghanistan _ r 

Mujahideen provisional government led by Sibghatullah Mojaddidl — 
consolidates power in Kabul following collapse of communist regime. 
Mojaddidi proclaims Islamic republic, but coalition forces led by 
Ahmad Shah Massoud still have to eject mujahideen loyal to 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar's Islamic fundamentalist Hezb-e-islami 
movement from Kabul by force. Hekmatyar's largely Pathan faction 
has tried to grab capital city and refused to join provisional govern- 
ment dominated by other ethnic minorities including Tajiks and 


Uzbeks. Shaky truce appears to be holding, but potential for new civil 
war remains high a 













Colombia 
Colombian drug lords appear to be expand- 

_ ing from cocaine into the heroin business. 
Authorities say they have identified 50,000 
acres of poppies growing in various parts of 
the country. A kilogram of heroin can bring up 
_ to. $160,000 in United States, ten times as much 















as a kilo: of cocaine does... 




































| israel 
israel gets U.S. approval to 

export 20 refurbished Kfir fighters 

© to Taiwan. Israelis needed U.S. 

' permission because aircraft Is. 

- powered by U.S, J7? engine. 
Approval seems to ease tension 
caused by earlier U.S. charges, 

_ subsequently disproved, that 

» Israel illegally exported Patriot 

_ and other U.S; technologies to 
mainiand China ... 





United States curtalls drug reconnaissance flights in and around Peru 
after Peruvian Su-22 Fitters fire on USAF C-130 Hercules in International 
airspace 60 miles off Peruvian coast. Plane landed safely, but one 


C5 a = = 
crewman was killed when blown out an observation window ... a 
= “a7; A =a 


| Nigeria. 
‘Gasoline shortage in oll-rich country 
triggers pro-democracy rioting In capital 
city of Lagos. Profiteers had been 
buying up heavily subsidized local gas 
— It sells for less than 10 cents a gallon 
— and peddling it in nelghboring 
countries ... | ae 





























Foreign observers confirm Iraqi 
claim that 70% of country’s 
infrastructure has been restored, 
including 120 of 134 bridges. 
Electricity output Is 90% of pre-war 
level. Iraqi parllament condemns 
U.N. redrawing of lraqi-Kuwaiti 

_ border, declares Iraq will not yield 
“a single inch” of terrltory. New 
line in the sand cedes 10 oil wells. 
and naval base at Um Qasr to 
Kuwait. 


Myanmar/Burma 
General Saw Maung, sald to be ill and mad, is 
replaced as commander of the armed forces and 
prime minister by Than Shwe, who Is rumored to be 

even nastier, However, among Than’s first acts were a 
decision to cancel planned offensive aimed at 
annthifating last Karen rebel strongholds on Thai 
border before the rainy season, and a move to free a 
number of political prisoners, including former Prime 

_ Minister U Nu, now 84, overthrown:in 1962 coup... 








































Russia 


Russian republic wants to export $5 billion worth of arms to help meet 
costs of converting to market economy, putting it on a collision course 
with the West, which conditions economic aid on curtailing weapons 
exports, particularly missiles. Former Sovs particularly object to the 
Missile Technology Control Regime restrictions designed to prevent 
spread of advanced missile technology. since they interfere with sale 
of-antialrcraft systems. Russians say they will not sell to countries like 














China claims Spratly Islands off Vietnam 
as part of Its territory and says it will use 
force to defend claim. Since Malaysia, 
Taiwan, Philippines, Vietnam and Brunel 
all have claims on islands, potential for 
shooting Is high, especially since area 
has oil potential ... 


jrag and Libya... aie ck 
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GUN GESTAPO 

| read your article “Gun Gestapo” 
(June '92) with great interest. There 
was a Case in Florida where customs 
tore apart a tractor-trailer on the 
highway because they had received a 
tip. There was nothing in the rig and 
they just left the old guy on the highway 
with his parted truck. 

Then in Deerfield Beach, Florida, 
the BATF [Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
& Firearms] somehow got involved with 
a drug bust where the suspect was 
reported to have a cache of automatic 
assault-type weapons. The suspect 
was shot in the back and killed by 
automatic fire from the BATF. It turned 
out that the dead man was nothing 
more than a janitor at the high school 
who was being framed by a snitch. He 
was just a “Spic,” so who cares? That 
was the attitude of BATF. The family is 
still trying to get straight answers from 
the government. 

Are we going to abandon our 
tradition of law and order and kill people 
on the word of some drug-crazed 
snitch? Are we going to use Gestapo 
tactics now to settle suspicion? 
Something is wrong with the 
government — real wrong. 

Carl Jimenez 
Houma, Louisiana 


There is no excuse for the activities 
of the BATF, IRS, “drug cops,” etc., in 
the increasing number and severity of 
incidents such as those committed 
against Lawmaster in Tulsa last 
December. Measured, commonsense 
reaction is called for, and swiftly. 

Since the man in charge is known, 
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he should be immediately forced to 
the damaged home and kept there 
until it is repaired to the owner’s and 
occupant's satisfaction. 

lf we don’t respond soon and 
punish all people responsible for such 
atrocities, we'll shortly be behind 
barbed wire or in the grave. When 
bullies are allowed to get away with 
atrocities, the atrocities will increase 
in frequency and severity. That's 
common sense. 

It's time to take a lesson from our 
founding fathers. When the 
government came to Concord and 
Lexington to confiscate private 
firearms, we the people allowed the 
government troops the first shot. Then 
the people chopped the bums to 
pieces. 

Name Withheld 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania 


ILLEGAL ALIENS ARE CRIMINALS 

Where in hell does Jim Morris 
come from by writing such a 
conglomeration of crap in his article 
“War Among the Lines and 
Shadows?” (June ’92). 

Hey Morris, these aren't “economic 
refugees.” They are illegal aliens! 
They are breaking the law of the 
United States of America the minute 
they step on American soil. All police 
officers are sworn to uphold the laws 
of the U.S.A., so when they do not 
assist the Border Patroi in 
apprehending these illegal aliens, they 
are aiding and abetting crirninals. 

Please note that not a few of these 
“gentle, docile peoptie” played a major 
role in looting, burning and killing 


SOCIALISM 
DIDN'T 
WORK 


during the Los Angeles riots. According 
to the enclosed column by Washington 
Times writer Samuel Francis in the 
San Diego Union-Tribune (5/13/92), 
“more than 30% of the persons 
arrested were undocumented 
persons,” a euphemism for illegal 
aliens. 

Worst of all is Morris’ impugning 
the U.S. Border Patrol by suggesting 
that they cut their agents out of the 
Border Area Robbery Force [BARF] 
out of cowardice. Bullshit! These guys 
and gals come under attack every day 
and night, and they are grossly 
understaffed. 

As far as the BARF squad is 
concerned, | haven't heard much about 
them lately. Maybe they're back where 
they should be, on the streets of San 
Diego protecting American citizens, not 
illegal aliens. 

Edwin O. Leonard 
san Diego, California 


REPORT ON RIOTS 

| suggest that SOF devote an entire 
issue to the recent riot in South Central 
Los Angeles. Please report on: 

1. How the honest citizens of all 
colors were at the mercy of the mob 
for two days; for example, the police 
saw the truck driver, R. Denny, being 
beaten, and they drove away. 
Exampie: The deployment of the 
National Guard was delayed for 12 
hours because they had no bullets. 

2. What the honest citizens did to 
defend themselves. Example: The 
shoot-outs that Korean merchants 
engaged in with the mob after it 
became clear that they could expect 
no help from the authorities. 

3. How the gangs are now the 
community leaders of South Central 
Los Angeles. 

Bill Bush 
san Diego, California 

see Jim Morris’ story, “War Zone 

Los Angeles” on page 52 of this issue. 


PROUD DAUGHTER 

You had an article called “Trapped 
in Iraq” (April 92). My dad is in that 
article. His name is Staff Sergeant 
Bruce Willard, (crew chief and mini- 
gunner) of MH-60 Blackhawk, Tail No. 
971. I'm very proud of my dad and his 
friends for rescuing those men that 
were in trouble and needed help. 

When my dad went, | was very 
upset for a long time. And when we 
would watch the news, it would say 
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10,000 FIREARMS anes 


Are you a gun trader? Gun collector? 
Or are you just plain interested in guns? 


If you are, you'll profit from reading the 
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It’s 


the leading publication for the sale, pur- 


chase and trade of firearms and acces- 
sories of all types. Established in 1946, 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou- 
sands cf gun enthusiasts locate firearms, 
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot- 
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts... 
all at money-saving prices. The money you 
save on the purchase of any one of the 


more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. 


You can’t afford to be without this unique FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 


publication. As it says on the cover, it’s 


“THE TRADING POST FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS”. 


Minimum al ae aca vaimum Results 36 ISSUES (1 Year) ONLY Ss 2 0 .00! 


THE SHOTGUN NEWS Shotgun meee Ee ate 2 rides 
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The Trading Post 
P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 od News 
PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 - 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY! SUR rr wi Te Sa arn GUN Soe & 
MasterCard.. VISA a bk aa Sy cot Re eS 
CALL ] 800 345 692 Ld 2 Se ae fe ae cae $0900 1a rns 
ee eels Paying tay: £4 taco 
aes Bee “Cal Fee a 0042. Ph. e07.703.0314. ce 
Please Charge My Order to: LI MasterCard LI VISA = alot g Oat B3i8 : 
Card Number Exp. Date 
Enclosed find remittance for $ . Kindly send me THE SHOTGUN NEWS for ___ year(s) ets eS on ae “te 
108 Issues $58.00 72 Issues $39.00 36 Issues $20.00 a ves Pe 
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Canada, Mexico, and all other foreign countries, $100.00 - SAMPLE COPY $3.00 " 
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Miami Vice 
No. Q34....$29.95 


something about a Blackhawk 
helicopter down or something. | was 
afraid that my dad would never return. 

And today | thank God for letting 
my dad and those men return home 
safely. And for the ones that didn’t 
make it, | pray for their family and 
friends. 

When | first saw the article, | didn't 
know that it was a big or serious thing, 
but after | read it | changed my mind 
quickly. Thank you for having this article 
so that | could read it and really know 
what happened. I’m 15 years old and 
in 9th grade at Southwest Junior High 
school. 

Kamera Willard 
Gastonia, North Carolina 


WALK A MILE IN THE OTHER MAN’S 
MOCCASINS 

In “Ambushed by CBS” (May ’92) 
you speak of young FBI agents that 
were “mercilessly” gunned down by 
Leonard Peltier, but don't mention what 
his motives could have been. 

You took the act out of context with 
its times. AIM [the American Indian 
Movement] wanted to change things 
and empower their people. If ! lived in 
abject poverty and knew that two out 
of four of my children would not survive, 
and meanwhile tribal councils were 
driving fancy cars and dressing good, | 
would want another alternative, too. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY nic inc.) 
Authentic, Professional Full Size Badges 
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The goon squad at that time was in 
full gear. Some 60 people had been 
killed and others were shot at, beaten 
or otherwise harassed. The people had 
no voice and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs ruled with a heavy hand. The 
tribal council had the goon squad to 
enforce its political lines and it, in turn, 
danced to the drums in Washington. 

Speaking out about the 
transgressions of the pork-barrel 
politicos only brought a response from 


MC/Visa 


~ Hawaii FIVE-O New York City Lt. 
No. M125....$29.95 No. Q36....$29.95 


Call 24 hours! 






New York City Det. 
No. M121...$29.95 





the goon squad in the form of a burned- 
down barn or bullets coming in through 
the window. Would you call for help to 
the same government who had put the 
people that were screwing you over in 
charge? 

The next time you think of Leonard 
Peltier’s so-called merciless act, think 
also of the merciless acts that drove 
him into what was really a desperate 
act. Walk a mile in the other man’s 
moccasins before you judge him. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PATCH PRINT 
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1-318-222-2970 









Our Police Patch Print is in seven colors | 
on heavy paper! The patches are so 
real you can “almost touch them’! Dis- J 
# play it with pride in your office, or squod 
room! Full size 23” x 35". Shipped rolled fl 
in atube. No. P-83.....$9.95; 2 for $18.95 


_) M124 Las Vegas Police (3").529.954 
( M133 Security Sp. Off. (3°)...$19.95 
C1 M134 Security Enf. Off. (3.$19.95 
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KGB Israeli MOSSAD 
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Bail Enforcement 
No. M136....$29.95 
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Metro Police 
No. M141....539.95 


RCMP. 


Military Intelligence 
__ No. M132....$29.95 
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Cj M111 Security Officer (3°)...$17.95 
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() M105 Press Photographer(3").$17.95 
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I've subscribed to SOF for about 
10 years, and this article was the last 
straw. | will not be renewing my 
subscription. 

Mitakuye Oyasin 
Boston, Massachusetts 


POW/MIA POLICY 
| think your readers would be 
interested in a government publication 
called An Examination of U.S. Policy 
Toward POW/MIAs. It can be obtained 
from the Minority Staff of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, 452 
Dirkson Office Building, Washington, 
DC 20510. It's free and it covers POW 
policy since World War I. 
| must warn you, though, that the 
report is pretty depressing. It will make 
a Stephen King novel seem rather 
cheerful. 
Owen D. Camp 
Bronx, New York 


WIMPY, WHINY GIRLY-MAN 

This is in response to that wimpy, 
whiny girly-man, Joel Neale of Vernon, 
British Columbia (“FLAK,” June ’92): 
[Editor's note: Neale said that the 
French Foreign Legion is an “organized 
Clusterfuck" and not worth anyone's 
time] 

What kind of Hollywood bullshit 
glamour and glory did you expect? You 










CURRENT STATE OF THE ART AN/PVS-—4 
2ND GENERATION NIGHT VISION SYSTEM. 
This is the finest unit available today, 
We are the National Distributor for 





WHEN NOTHING BUT THE BEST WILL DO 
AN/PVS-4 STARLIGHT NIGHT VISION SYSTEM 


went in naive and idealistic — not good 
traits for a soldier. What makes you 
think you are Marine Corps material? 

| got my Navy commission at 
Aviation Officers Candidate School in 
Pensacola, Florida. We bore the full 
brunt of Marine Corps drill instructors. 
Sissies like you DORed (Dropped On 
Request) the first few days. 

Mr. Neale is typical of his generation, 
who all want to be superstars without 
serving an apprenticeship and paying 
their dues. 

Wayne Reveen 
Henderson, Nevada 


SAVE SERE 

| greatly enjoyed your article on 
Colonel Nick Rowe and the SERE 
program (April '92). | regard Rowe as 
an outstanding soldier and American, 
whose murder was a great loss to family 
and country. 

An equal tragedy is to see the SERE 
program, the product of his years’ 
experience as a soldier and as a POW 
in Vietnam, sliding toward such an 
ignoble end. It is pathetic that such 
dearly bought survival skills should be 
lost amid bureaucratic refuse, a mere 
checkpoint on the road to promotion. 

G.M. Atwater 
Bishop, California 


NIGHT VISION 


AFFORDABLE SEE-IN-THE-DARK TECHNOLOGY 
STARLIGHT WEAPON SIGHT/VIEWER 
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OLD GUNS 

Peter Kokalis’ articles are always 
enjoyable and “italian Stallion” (June 
'92) is no exception. 

Many old-time peace officers 
carried their old Colt thumb-busters 
well into the present century. Men like 
Frank Hamer, who gave this writer the 
thrill of his life some years back on 
television’s “I've Got a Secret,” or some 
such program. He was one of the men 
who wrote finis to the careers of Bonnie 
and Clyde. Asked by a panelist, “How 
many bullets did Clyde Barrow have in 
him?” he answered dryly, “About 40 
or 50.” 

The old single-action could be fired 
very fast and not by the Hollywood 
gun fanners. Elmer Keith used to refer 
to “slip shooting,” where the trigger 
was held back and the hammer worked 
by the other thumb. 

In a shooting match with Billy the 
Kid, the redoubtable and laconically 
loquacious Temple Houston, son of 
sam Houston, plugged a chunk of 
chewing tobacco twice in rapid 
succession as it hurtled through the 
air. Billy had to plead nolo contendere 
after that, or so the story went. 

H.B. Weaver 
Pantego, North Carolina ® 
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Now the Bad News... Quantities are limited. These 
“like new" Starlight scopes are selling fast at this low 
price, 80 order now to take advantage of this 
exceptional opportunity! 
Shipped with: Tripod/pistol grip adaptor, daylight lens 
cover, operating manual and batteries. Add $100.00 
for AR15/M16 mounting system. Other mounting 
systems are available, prices on request. Add $15.00 
for regular UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 
6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY. 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT 
NO F.F.L. REQUIRED 


Firat the Good News... We're offering a 
fantastic price on Night Vision Equipment! 
The AN/PVS-2B, with its high performance 
nitrogen filled lens and high gain 25mm 
intensifier tube, is the best performing first 
generation scope issued in quantity to the 
U.S. Military. This versatile unit, with 
optional adaptors, can be weapon mounted 
or used for low light level photography. 


O.E.C., the current military contractor 
for 15,000 units of the AN/PVS—4. 
We can offer you the same unit the 
military receives. 


New—With Excellent Reconditioned Intensifier Tube 
$2,850.00 Add $15.00 for Reg. UPS-$30.00 for Next Day Air 
NEW —With New Intensifier Tube 


$3 9 895 . 00 Add $15.00 for Reg. UPS-$30.00 for Next Day Air 
We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. mounting systems. 


We offer a full line of top quality products plus the unsurpassed service 
knowledge of night vision experts. We service and stand behind every 
product we sell. For more information on additional! night vision systems, 
goggles, and viewers write or call: 


EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266 (215) 391-9101 


Emmaus, PA 18049 FAX (215) 391-9220 
SEND $4.00 FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG 











@ First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 


























® 4X Magnification 
® Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming. Up to % mile for surveillance, 
depending on light level and terrain. 
This unit previously sold for $2,750.00. Bue 
to an incredible buy on these reconditioned 
units, we are offering them at $1,695.00, 
a savings of over $1,000.00! 


Excalibur gives you the COVERT EDGE at affordable prices! 
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what happens when you get shot and much, much more. 
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(60 minutes) $49.95 
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MASSAD AYOOB — Shoot to Live! 


Massad Ayoob is recognized worldwide as an expert in the use 
of firearms for self-defense and law enforcement. He is the 
author of several books and hundreds of articles dealing with 
lethal force. This program is an in-depth interview with Ayoob 
about how to survive an on-the-street gunfight. Harc-hitting, 
practical information about where to shoot an offender for 
maximum stopping power, .45 vs. 9mm, training vs. real life, 
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TOLL 


FREE! 
ORDER NC OW! 





TE 800-942-8273 


BUY 3 GET 1 FREE! 
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"AT THE BEEP" 
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FAST & FANCY 
SHOOTERS 

The golden era of professional 
exhibition shooting is long past 
but now it can be relived. See 
some of the most incredible feats 
ever performed with some of the 
biggest names. Bill Jordan, Ed 
McGivern, Herb Parson, Ken 
Beegle and others are highlighted 
in this collection of authentic 
early footage. 

(75 minutes) $59.95 


PISTOL MASTERS 
Sight picture, grip, trigger pull, 
stance, type of gun and ammo, 
practice methods, mental con- 
centration... it's all covered in 
the best, pure "how-to" shoot 
combat pistol video available. 
Features Leatham, Enos, 
Barnhart, McCormick, Plaxco, 
Joanne Hall, Spagnoli, Wilson 
and Chapman. 

(60 minutes) $49.95 


GUNPLAY 
Trick & Fancy Gun Handling 
The world's greatest trick and 
fancy gun artists in one of the 
most amazing videos ever. Gun 
spinning, gun juggling, trick 
shooting, fast draw, and many 
more amazing feats of skill and 
talent are in this professionally 
produced video. All the great 
names that have elevated fancy 
gun handling to what it is today. 
(60 minutes) $49.95 


AT THE BEEP 
with J. Michael Plaxco 

One of the world's best, most 
consistent practical shooting 
compelitiors takes you through 
all phases of becoming a better 

istol shooter. See why he is 

nown worldwide as one of the 
best instructors. He takes con- 
petitive shooting one step fur- 
ther as he talks about mental 
and physical aspects of a consis- 
tent winner. 
(150 minutes) $69.95 
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FULL AUTO 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


here are more accessories 

available for the Heckler & 

Koch MP5 submachine gun 
than for any other military/police small 
arm ever fielded. It is this mountain of 
accoutrements — both Oberndort- 
made and aftermarket — that turn the 
world’s most dominant burp gun into a 
“system” and, in turn, partially accounts 
for its popularity and wide acceptance. 
Caveat emptor, as some of these 
ancillary products are little more than 
useless gimmicks. Here are a few that 
might merit your attention if you dress 
in black and sneak around dark 
buildings with an MP5. 

The two most popular handguards 
for the MP5 are the so-called “tropical” 
unit made by H&K, and the Sure-Fire 
No. 628 made by Laser Products (Dept. 
SOF, 18300 Mount Baldy Circle, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708; phone: 
714-545-9444), which contains a high- 
power flashlight. Both are superior to 
the standard “slimline” handguard, as 
they protect the support hand from the 
receiver's chamber, which can get quite 
hot in this closed-bolt design. 

As supplied, however, neither 
provides a sufficient gripping surface. 
This is no small consideration for law- 
enforcement SWAT teams or military 
special ops units, as high-anxiety 
environments frequently induce 
sweating while the support hand is 
dangerously close to the MP5’s muzzle. 

K.J. Ryan (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
16280, Pittsburgh, PA 15242-6280) has 
developed a textured material he 
custom-fits to these handquards. Ryan 
painstakingly hand-cuts a textured 
(checkered) piece of neoprene, which 
is then carefully bonded on the 
handguards using a proprietary high- 
strength adhesive. 
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On the Laser Products forearm, a 
“switch-block” device is first fitted 
around the rear portion of the tape- 
switch, then bonded by Ryan with the 
same high-strength adhesive. Although 
| would not recommend continually 
dousing this textured neoprene and its 
bonding adhesive in a powerful solvent 
like tetrachlorethylene, the mounting 
has proven to be quite secure over the 
six months we have been subjecting it 
to the abuse associated with tactical 
exercises. 

Hold Fast & Blast 

Both Ken Hackathorn and | 
recommend Ryan's Posi-Grip texture 
job without reservations of any kind. It 
costs $22.50 for application to a tropical 
handguard, and $25 for application to 
the Laser Products No. 628. 

Ryan can also apply this textured 
neoprene to the buttplates of the 
MP5A2 for $22.50, or to the end of a 
Colt AR-15/M16-series retractable 
buttstock (phenolic or aluminum) for 
$20. it helps to secure the weapon to 
the shoulder of an operator wearing 
Nomex tactical coveralls and/or body 
armor, while providing an almost 
Velcro-like grip to the shoulder, no 
matter what type of clothing is worn. 
When applied to the CAR15-type 
buttplate, it eliminates the abrasive 
edge around the large buffer-tube 
opening. 

Ryan leaves a smali hole in the 
CAR15 buttpad to allow for the passage 
of air when collapsing or extending the 
stock. If you send him both an MP5A2 
buttstock and tropical forearm at the 
same time, the price is only $40 to 
treat both (add $2.50 for a Laser 
Products No. 628 handguard). In my 
opinion, the Posi-Grip texture surface 
is well worth the modest price, even if 
you are armed with no more than the 
semiautomatic-only HK94 or an 
. AR-15 Carbine. Posi-Grip 

_ texturing is also available 
for all of the Laser Products 
shotgun _ tactical-light 
assemblies as well. 

Another way to protect 
your support hand from 
sliding forward on an MP5 
forearm and_ being 
ventilated with a two-shot 


LEFT TO RIGHT; 
standard H&K MP5 
flash hider, TAC-COMP 
muzzle compensator, 
and Tim Bixler's MP- 
5-type flash hider with 
his patented coupler. 


Burp Gun Boutique 


burst is to install the H&K MP5 flash 
hider. While it does its intended job, 
there are two muzzle devices | feel are 
superior, each in their own way and for 
different reasons. 

Those desiring a muzzle 
compensator designed to minimize 
muzzle jump as much as possible 
would be well advised to acquire the 
MP5 TAC-COMP from Curtis Higgins 
of S&H Arms of Oklahoma !nc. (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 121, Owasso, OK 
74055; phone: 918-272-9894). 
Machined from bar stock, and black- 
oxide finished, it costs $59.95. 

The TAC-COMP’s port design was 
developed by Ken Hackathorn and 
gunsmith Wayne Novak — two 
individuals well known to SOF readers. 
This unit consists of an expansion 
chamber with a single oval port at the 
front end, and an H&K MP5-type mating 
mechanism at the rear (albeit with 
coarser knurling at the base than on 
the H&K-issue flash hider). This spring- 
loaded lever system is used to attach 
the H&K flash suppressor, BFA (blank 
firing attachment) and grenade 
launcher to all MP5s with “three-lug” 
factory barrels. When installed correctly, 
the oval port will be oriented at upper 
dead center, and gases vented out the 
top will drive the barrel downward. 

Can Concerns 

Muzzle devices usually address one 
of three parameters (quite often at the 
expense of one or both of the other 
two): flash signature, muzzle blast and 
muzzle climb. 

Muzzle blast can be diminished by 
an efficient sound suppressor, which 
will often remove the flash signature 
as well (and sometimes, as in the case 
of AWC Systems Technology's TAC 
NINE, can also serve triple duty as an 
effective muzzle brake). In a subdued 
light or nighttime combat environment, 
the weapon's flash signature is by far 
the most important consideration, in 
my opinion. In fact, to avoid position 
disclosure, | have on several occasions 
refrained from firing small arms and 
resorted to hand grenades while 
operating in El Salvador. 

Muzzle brakes (compensators) 
designed to reduce barrel-climb during 
burst sequences more often than not 
exaggerate the weapon's flash 
signature. Furthermore, if you are 
trained to fire only two-shot bursts with 
the MP5, muzzle jump and target 
reacquisition are not exactly overriding 
concerns. 


Continued on page 66 
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LEAA OFFICERS 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
e Jim Fotis 
Lynbrook, NY Police Department (ret.) 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
e Brenda Maples, President 
Memphis, TN Police Department 


e Thomas J. Aveni, Jr., Vice President 
Former Gloucester Township, NJ 
Police Officer and Founder of LEPSA 

e Richard Beckman, Treasurer 
Cloverdale, CA Police Department 

e Dwight Van Horn, Secretary 
Los Angeles, CA Sheriff's Department 


LEAA BOARD MEMBERS 
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Old Brookville, NY Police Department 
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Killeen, TX Police Department 
e David A. Lindman 
Minneapolis, MN Police Department 
e Ray Maples 
Memphis, TN Police Department 
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For 






oin the Law Enforcement Alliance of America (LEAA). The law enforcement 
organization that fights for crime victims, tough laws and law-abiding citizens’ 
constitutional rights. 
LEAA is a national partnership of law enforcement professionals and 
law-abiding citizens, dedicated to increasing the effectiveness of law enforce- 
ment efforts for a safer America. 


LEAA is not a union. But we are a strong voice in Washington, D.C., for things that 
make a difference in your professional and personal life: 


e National Police and Peace Officer Protection Act — to allow officers to carry 
concealed firearms throughout the United States. 


e National Police and Peace Officer AIDS Protection Act — to develop procedures to 
prevent contracting the virus and to provide service retirement benefits for officers 
who contract the virus on duty. 


e Supporting the Violence Against Women Act — pushing hard for policies that place 
victims’ rights above those of criminals. 


e Advocating mandatory sentencing, life without parole for certain felonies and the 
death penalty as effective deterrents to crime in America. 


LEAA is the fastest growing law enforcement organization in America, because we 
are fighting for common-sense solutions to this country’s crime epidemic, based on 
the knowledge and experience of front-line law enforcement professionals. 


Both professional and citizen memberships are available. Members receive the 
following benefits: 


e A strong voice for front-line law enforcement and law-abiding citizens in 
Washington, D.C. 


e Participation in LEAA’s National Law Enforcement Policy Poll, the results of which 
are shared with the White House, Congress and the media. 


e Free subscription to the LEAA Membership Newsletter. 
e Personalized LEAA Membership Card and Window Decals for your home and car. 


Los Angeles, CA Police Department (ret.) 





If you believe in our goals, then join LEAA now! We need you ... and you need LEAA! 


[Please detach and mail to: PAID MEMBER Please circle item that applies to you: | 
| Law Enforcement Alliance of America 
7700 Leesburg Pike, Suite 425 Name Employer Jurisdiction: Federal (pF) State (Ds) County (Dc) 














| Falls Church, VA 22043-2618 Street Municipal (pM) Private (DP) | 
(703) 847-COPS ; : 
City State Zip Employment Status: Full-Time (tF) Part-Time (TP) | 
The information requested below is very : ese Oe (rey Auaiary (ra) 
| important for LEAA to have the maximum Phone ( ) ____ Date of Birth / aa Retired (TR) | 
impact possible with our local, state and gency Are you a member of: A.F.L/C.1.0. (Ka) F.O.P. (HF) 
federal legislators. Please fill out completely, N.AP.O. UN) P.B.A. (HP) | 
whether active or retired. Rank = ° | 
Annual membership dues are required for each member. If your spouse, a friend or partner would like to (name of local/lodge 
join LEAA, please photocopy this ad and have them return it to LEAA with their membership dues. | 
| I desire the following LEAA membership: Please list other groups you are a member of: | 
$10 O Professional (Sworn officers serving a public agency full-time, or retired from same) 
$10 Q Associate (Reserve, auxiliary, part-time and all non-sworn officers serving a public agency) | 
| $15 Q Private Protection Professional (Civilian law enforcement employees and private security and 
investigative professionals) | 
| $20 QO Citizen (All other private citizens) 92E3 
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AND 


CARING 


Prologue: In early March of this year, three American doctors associated with Refugee Relief International 
traveled to Thailand and Burma to instruct Karen physicians in battlefield surgical techniques at a Karen camp 
called Htoo Wa Lu. They were Dr. David Crowder, a surgeon from Gillette, Wyoming; Dr. Forrest Smith, a 
surgeon from San Francisco; and Dr. John Peters, Medical Director of Refugee Relief International, from Battle 
Mountain, Nevada. The following is an account of their stay with the embattled Karens, who are struggling for 
their very survival in a forgotten 44-year war against the brutal Burmese army. 


hospital at Htoo Wa Lu. A cool morning mist shrouds the thatched-roof houses on each side of the path. Roads 
here in the Thai-Burmese jungle are few and far between. All travel here is by boat. 

A stream runs through the middle of the camp. Two hundred meters down the hill it empties into the Moei River, 
which forms part of the border between Thailand and Burma. The hospital comes into view. It is built on stilts, as 

- are all houses in this area, both for ventilation and for protection from monsoon floods. 

We climb the stairs and take off our shoes at the door, as is the custom on entering a home in this part of the 
world. The hospital consists of three rooms. At one end of the building there is a small Operating Room (OR). 
Adjoining it is a limited supply and scrub area. The third room is a fairly large 40-bed ward, with 20 hand-hewn 
wooden beds on each side of a central aisle. The urinal is a hole cut into the floor at the foot of Bed 11. 

All of the beds are filled; many men are grievously wounded. There is no pain medication, yet these men suffer 
and die without a whimper. In our two weeks with them, we never heard a moan. 


I t is eerily quiet as the three of us trudge up the hill with Dr. Singh on our first visit to the makeshift Karen 


Incoming Rounds 


We begin our rounds. The men here vary in age from 12 to 70 years. Most are soldiers in the Karen army. Some 
are porters who carry food and supplies to the front line— only a few kilometers away. Others are simple peasants 
who happened to get caught in a crossfire, or were hit by a stray mortar round, or who stepped on one of the many 
land mines that litter the area. 

Many of the mines were planted more than 20 years ago, and no one seems to know where most of them are. 
Battle lines change rapidly. Different Karen units come and go through the area. They all plant mines, but no one 
maps the minefields. The Burmese army has little problem with the mines when they assault Karen positions, as 
they force Karen civilians — men, women and children — to walk ahead of them as human shields or minesweepers. 

An elderly gentleman, a farmer, lies in the first bed. He has a large, gaping hole on the top of his head; his brain 
is exposed. X-rays taken on an old field-portable X-ray unit at the hospital show pieces of metal and bone driven 
deep into his brain. He has been here two weeks, comatose but continuing to breathe on his own. Like many others 
here, he will soon die. A wrinkled old woman, his wife, lies asleep on a mat at the foot of his bed. She has been here 
for two weeks also, refusing to leave her husband’s side. 

She wakes up as Forrest examines her husband. We can see a glimmer of hope in her eyes when she is told we 
are all doctors from America. But we can’t do anything for him in this primitive facility here in the jungle. She too 
will suffer in silence until he dies. | 

In the next bed is a young soldier who stepped on a mine four days ago. We make a diagnosis even before we 
unwrap his mutilated leg. We recognize the odor of dead and rotting mice — the smell of gangrene. His entire foot 
and halfway up his leg is swollen and colored greenish black. He is sweating and pale and has a rapid pulse. All these 
signs show the gangrene has entered his bloodstream. But he is lucky. David will amputate his leg later this 
morning, and we have brought with us potent antibiotics purchased in Bangkok with money donated to the Karen 
cause by a small church in Sunnyvale, California: He will live. 

A nurse suddenly interrupts and points to a bed at the other end of the hospital. There seems to be some 
commotion there, as other nurses beckon us to come to the bed. We find a 16-year-old boy gasping for breath. His 


SOF's Medical Team Coaches Karen “Doctors” 
Text & Photos by Dr. John Peters, M.D. 
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| Doc Peters amputates a 
hand — Dr. Singh assists. 


demand an ed but 
| $2,000 worth purchased in 
} Thailand with funds from 
California church were 





normally brown face 
has taken on a 
bluish-white cast. 
His pulse is racing 
at 160 beats per 
minute. He has a 
tiny puncture wound 
on his right upper 
chest. Yesterday, a 
Burmese 122mm 
mortar round ex- 
ploded about 60 feet 
down the slope 
below his position 
on a ridge known as 
Sleeping Dog Hill. 
We listen to his 
chest as an X-ray is 
taken. He has a 
tension hemopneu- 
mothorax. His chest 
is filling with blood 
and his right lung 
has collapsed. Un- 
less something is 
done, he will die. 


Emergency 
Surgery 


David barks or- 
ders to the nurses as 
Forrest and I head for two small rooms at 
the other end of the hospital. Forrest selects 
instruments — luckily we have brought 
chest tubes and one-way valves with us. 


The old hospital has none. I help the 


technician ready the operating room. 

The boy is hurriedly placed on the OR 
table, an ancient relic from World War II. 
What passes for an operating light is held 
together by used I'V (intravenous) tubing. 
Time is everything now. David injects a 
small amount of Novocain into the skin of 
the boy's chest. The boy winces but utters 
not a sound as David’s scalpel slashes into 
his chest wall. 

Forrest hands him the chest tube (a 
plastic tube about one-third the diameter 
of a garden hose). David shoves the tube 
deep into the boy’s chest. “Watch out,” he 
murmurs as blood mixed with air whooshes 
out of the tube and splatters against the 
clapboard wall 6 feet away. “A little tension 
there,” he states as blood now pours 
steadily out of the tube into a basin a nurse 
is holding. 

“Blood looks good. No clots,” Forrest 
says. Blood clots from a chest tube means 
the victim is still bleeding actively. In this 
case, it would have forced us to open the 
boy’s chest and find and tie off the bleeder. 

We all breathe a sigh of relief as | 
attach one end of the one-way Heimlich 
valve to the chest tube, and the other toa 
drainage bag. The boy is now breathing 
much easier and his color is improving. 
He smiles widely and nods his thanks to 
us as he is carried back to his bed. Two 
liters of blood, more than one-third of his 
entire blood supply, will drain out of the 
tube in the next 24 hours. But he will live. 

In each of the 40 beds we find similar 
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Having unloaded their wounded, these 
troops head back to the field. 





A mine injury arrives at hospital. The 
doctors will amputate. Man at right 
holds patient's heel. 


wounds. There are 
two men who have 
avulsed eyes - their 
eyes have been 
pushed out of their 
sockets and are lying 
on their upper 
cheeks. One of them 
suffered a mine 
accident. The other 
was hit with a rifle 
bullet that penetrat- 
ed the front of his 
skull and went out 
his right temple, 
without apparently 
doing much brain 
damage. He has 
been here for two 
months with one eye 
lying on his cheek 
— no one here 
knows how to 
remove an eye. Both 
men will have their 
injured eyes re- 
moved to prevent 
infection tn their 
good eyes, which 
would render them 
completely blind. 


No Shortage Of Suffering 


The injuries go on and on, day-in and 
day-out. We wonder how such a small 
army of less than 5,000 men can sustain 
these kinds of losses. Each day, we operate 
on several men — most are amputations. 
We rapidly use up all the antibiotics 
brought with us. Now we have to depend 
on penicillin, streptomycin and good 
surgical technique to prevent infections. 
Most of the wounded are brought in during 
the late afternoon, after the day's fighting 
has ended. 

Litters are fashioned from their own 
ponchos and a length of bamboo cut from 
the jungle where they were hit. They are 
carried down to the river in this manner 
and put on a boat (a long, shallow-draft 
boat with an exposed Chevy engine 
mounted aft and a 20-foot drive shaft 
extending out the rear). Then they are 
brought down the river to Htoo Wa Lu. 
We frequently operate late into the night. 





Another mine victim arrives at 
hospital, wrapped in his poncho. 
Most war injuries here are caused 
by mines sewn, then lost, over 
several decades of struggle. 


At dusk, thousands of mosquitoes fly 
through the open hospital windows. There 
Is no glass or screen in Htoo Wa Lu. The 
mosquitoes carry a type of malaria that is 
resistant to all drugs except old intravenous 
quinine. If one of us gets sick, we will 
have to somehow be taken back to a Thai 
hospital to be treated. There is no quinine 
at Htoo Wa Lu. The only electricity at the 
hospital is supplied by an old generator 
that functions only part of the time. 

Late one night, a young boy is brought 
in. A bullet has entered his right arm and 
blown away most of his elbow. The arm 
must be amputated. Halfway through the 
operation, the generator quits and we are 
left in total darkness. We finish the 
operation with penlights clenched between 
our teeth. 

On our third morning in camp we hear, 
then see, our first Burmese aircraft. This 
is the first year the Burmese are using 
tactical air support to soften up Karen 
positions prior to their ground assaults. 
The Karens have little to counter this new 
threat. They have no ground-to-air 
missiles, no antiaircraft guns. Their only 
air defenses are single-mount .50-caliber 
Browning machine guns, which are 
relatively ineffective against the fast- 
moving MiG-23s the Burmese have just 
purchased from China. The Burmese also 
use Yugoslavian-built propeller-driven 
aircraft (PCs). 


Surgery And Shooting 


The PCs carry 30mm cannon and 
7.62mm mini-guns. The jets carry 500- 
pound bombs. Every morning thereafter, 
as soon as the mist clears, the planes come 
back. First, the PCs come in to strafe. 
Their cannon and mini-guns are answered 
by a single .50-caliber machine gun in an 
emplacement high above us on Sleeping 
Dog Hill, the high point that protects both 
us and Manerplaw, the Karens’ main base 
3km downriver. If Sleeping Dog Hill falls, 
the whole area is in danger of being 
overrun. After the PCs make their passes, 
the jets swoop in dropping their 500- 
pound bombs. 

As they streak in, they too are greeted 
by the single gunner on Sleeping Dog Hill. 
Strangely, we see few direct casualties 





After generator quit, amputation of 
arm continues under penlights 
held by Dr. Smith. 
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MR. LU, THE LEG MAKER 


Working with the Karens in Burma, we learned that soldiers there serve without pay. 
And when disabled they receive no pension, no disability pay, no social security. The 
most common injuries we Saw were caused by antipersonnel land mines. We were 
amputating several irreparably injured limbs (usually legs) every day. Wondering what 
happened to these men if and when they recovered, we asked one of the doctors we 
were training and he replied, “Mr. Lu makes new arms and legs for our people. Would 
you like to see his factory?” 

The next morning during a lull in the fighting, we boarded one of the Karens’ shallow- 
draft boats and headed upriver. We turned off into a narrow channel! that wound its way 
deep into the jungle. We anticipated seeing a shiny 
“prosthesis lab” donated by some rich medical foundation 
and staffed by well-trained Westerners. We had seen 
such places in many parts of the world —- El Satvador, 
Pakistan, Peru — just to mention a few. 

Not so in Karen country, however. We were fast 
learning that no one was helping the Karens. What we 
found was a house on stilts beside the river. Outside, 
three BK (below-the-knee) amputees were dozing in 
the sun as they awaited the day's “fittings.” On the 
ground around the house were a couple of old worn-out 
rubber tires, pieces of scrap metal and a few teak logs. 
There was a drying buffalo hide nailed to the side of the hut. 

We were met by an energetic young man with a 
crude, but apparently quite workable, artificial leg. His prosthesis consisted of a beautifully 
carved teak lower leg and foot. A water-buffalo-rawhide sleeve was fitted to the upper 
part of the wooden leg with hand-beaten, carefully polished strips of scrap metal. A 
piece of tire tread was affixed to the sole of the wooden foot. All had been meticulously 
fitted together by a true craftsman. The man wearing the artificial limb was Mr. Lu — he 
had made his own leg. 

He literally ran ahead of us up a 60-degree earthen staircase carved out of the 
jungle hillside. As we reached the hilltop, we saw his “factory” — a one-room clapboard 
building. On one side were his tools — chisels, hammers, wrenches, screwdnvers and 
hand drills. Rows of plaster-of-Paris patterns for stump limbs hung from the two other 
walls. Beneath these were wooden legs in various stages of completion. 

He has developed an ingenious way of making his prostheses. First he takes a 
plaster impression of the amputee’s stump. Using this as a mold, he makes a simulated 
stump casting. To this he fits the artificial ieg until it is nearly perfect. He then refines it 
on the amputee himself, teaching the amputee how to use it in the process. 

The artificial leg is quite heavy, because it is made of solid teak and metal, but these 
young soldiers use their limbs as efficiently as any fancy multi-thousand-dollar limbs in 
our technological society. Using a log, some scrap metal, old tires and buffalo hide, Mr. 
Lu the “leg maker” achieves results as effective for his amputees as many of us could 
with all our money and technology. 

These people deserve our help. Anyone involved in making prostheses, who would 
like to donate equipment, tools, materials or expertise, is more than welcome. | think 
anyone spending a non-paid, two-week “vacation in the jungle” with Mr. Lu would find, 
as the three of us did, that he and the Karens have more to teach us about life and its 





vaiue than anything we might teach the Karens. 





from the air assaults. Most of the air- 
attack victims are farmers and porters 
caught out in the open who, fleeing the 
airplanes, step on hidden mines. The 
soldiers themselves are well dug in and 
suffer few aircraft-caused injuries. Every 
day the planes come back and every day 
they are answered by the single gunner on 
Sleeping Dog Hill. We all wonder how 





Mission accomplished: This soldier 
loses an arm, but retains his life. 
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— J.P. 


long the lone gunner can hold out. We 
also hear the far-off sounds of Karen troops 
firing down the opposite side of Sleeping 
Dog Hill at charging Burmese ground 
troops. While we are there the Karens’ 
position holds. 


The Karens’ Caring Cadre 


We find that the three doctors we have 
come to instruct are all excellent 
physicians, although an odd lot. One was 
a Burmese student who survived the 1988 
massacre of 1,800 unarmed and defenseless 
fellow students at Rangoon; they were 
machine-gunned tn the city squares by the 
Burmese army during a non-violent protest. 
Having just finished medical school, he 
had escaped to the jungle and joined the 
Karens. 

The student has no surgical experience, 
but learns quickly under the tutelage of 
Forrest and David. The second doctor is a 
60-year-old-plus Burmese gentleman who 


had been a world-class marathon runner at 
one time. He also joined the Karens in 
protest against the Burmese regime in 
Rangoon. And he, too, has no surgical 
experience. 

The third doctor is Dr. Singh, a Sikh 
from India who married a Karen girl and 
has devoted his life to help care for her 
people. He has minimal surgical 
experience, but rapidly learns the new 
techniques we teach him. 

An Australian physician also happens 
by while we are there. He graduated from 
medical school two years before, and 
became a Buddhist after a stay in a 
Bangkok monastery, where he learned of 
the Karens’ plight. He has come to offer 
his help. 


Deserving Friends 


The Karens we met were a kind and 
gentle people. Most were farmers or miners 
and, strangely, most were Christians — 
Baptists, Seventh-Day Adventists and a 
few Catholics. Here is a Christian nation 
surrounded by peoples which are mainly 
Buddhist, animist or Moslem. They were 
betrayed by the British, as we betrayed 
many of our own allies in Southeast Asia 
after Vietnam. 

Burma was a British colony prior to 
World War II. In a treaty signed by Great 
Britain with the Karens at the beginning 
of World War II, the Karens were 
promised autonomy in exchange for 
fighting with the Allies against the 
Japanese. Thousands of Karens fought and 
died alongside British, American, Indian 
and Australian troops. 

Many Allied pilots, shot down flying 
the “hump” between Burma and China, 
were hidden and secreted out of Japanese- 
held areas back to Allied lines by the 
Karens. Whole Karen villages were 
tortured, then executed when suspected of 
hiding Allied airmen. The Karens pride 
themselves in the fact that though many 
men, women and children died horribly, 
they never gave up a single pilot to the 
Japanese. 

A Major Richard Rhodes James, who 
served with the airborne Chindits force 
under General Windgate, wrote after the 
war, “we trusted these villagers absolutely 
and never found our trust misplaced. The 
whole country was covered by an 
intelligence system which guaranteed our 
safety. Day after day they looked after us, 
guiding, warning, advising. Their food had 
been pillaged by the Japs, but they gave 
generously of their scarcity. What had these 
men to gain? We gave them a little money 
and parachute cloth, but from the Japs 
they got death. As we passed through the 
villages they implored us to stop. ‘Stay 
with us, or if you can’t do that, come back 
soon. The Japs will kill us for this.” And 
they did.” 

It is estimated the Karens killed more 
than 12,500 Japanese troops as the Allies 


Continued on page 66 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 33 





KOMAREVO 
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.. Adriatic Sea [ 


Author's AO for his three-month tour 
in Croatia. 


Internationals Catch Serbs in Crossfire 


Text & Photos by “Skippy” Hampstead 
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ZAGREB, CROATIA: 


y watch showed 1330. My con- 

tact was late, but I decided to 

stay put for a while longer. Sit- 
ting around an ex-JNA magazin (barracks) 
in central Zagreb, dressed in civilian 
clothes and surrounded by Croatian na- 
tional guardsmen, I probably didn't look 
as conspicuous as I felt. 

Since being dropped off, I had watched 
young men also in civvies come in, sign 
up and collect their Kalashnikov rifles. 
Surely it can’t be that easy, | thought: I 
was right. 

When it became clear I had been for- 
gotten, I tried to make it to the “Interna- 
tional Brigade.” Five hours later I had 
reached Runylist, a former tourist hotel 
converted into a staging camp for 
Internationals — I think primarily to get 
them out of the way. Located in the moun- 
tains outside Zagreb, it was essentially a 
bad joke more than a military base. 

Being shared between the dozen or so 
men there was one World War II-vintage 
Mauser K98k rifle. With few exceptions, 
the volunteers there were just as bloody 
useless. Only one was a professional sol- 
dier. Here I was, former Australian army, 
hoping to find a group of experienced and 
trained soldiers, only to be confronted by 
a bunch of buffoons! But it was here that 
I met my companion for the next three 
months. A Scot named “Rose” was one of 
the few pros I was to meet in Croatia; we 
became inseparable from then on. 

Rose and I almost immediately started 
an intensive training program for the men. 
It was apparent that enthusiasm and expe- 
rience had kept them alive so far, but we 
also knew these factors alone were no 
substitutes for good training. 


Three Faces Of Warriors 


It didn't take us long to classify the 
three types of men at the front: First, 
there were the guys who didn't give a 
toss; they were more than happy just do- 
ing their guard and returning to their bil- 
lets (private houses) to continue drinking 
— it was damn near impossible to find a 
Croat who didn’t stink of alcohol and 
wasn't half wasted. 

Second, there were men whose main 
concern was to look good. Judging from 
what I saw, I’d say they watched too much 
television: armed to the teeth, grenades 
hanging from their belts (a pet peeve of 
mine), carrying the biggest knives they 
could find, and whatever berets they fan- 
cied — instant Para, instant Green Beret. 

And lastly, the minority — the men 
who knew the day would come when they 
would face a ruthless enemy, knowing 
there was nowhere to run. 


Above Left: “Rose” — Scottish trooper, 
draws down on a target with his sound- 
suppressed M76 sniper rifle in 
7.92x57mm — Yugoslavian variant of the 
Soviet Dragunov. 
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Weapons were a status symbol over 
there, and much time was spent poring 
over what type of Kalashnikov you had. 
The different versions available were rated 
in this order, from best to worst: the 
“Zastavar,” of Yugoslavian (Serbian) 
manufacture, fitted with the trombone (rifle 
grenade) attachment; then, Hungarian 
types; Chinese (although very rare); then 
Czech Vz-58s (all with folding stocks). 
The least popular was my trusted Roma- 
nian model, but after I sawed off the for- 
ward pistol grip, I had no complaints. 
Within four weeks I was given a Zastavar 
still covered with packing grease. 


Arms And The Man 


When I heard the folklore behind the 
Romanian’s lack of popularity, I had to 
laugh: “ ... after 300 or 400 rounds the 
barrel gets so hot it droops.” I thought, 
when are these guys ever going to be ina 
sustained firefight for that long? Anybody 
fool enough to fire 10-plus magazines non- 
stop might wash out a soft barrel — but 
melt it? 

I am an SLR (Self-Loading Rifle, i.e., 
FN FAL) man, and when I was given a 
selective-fire Argentine version with fold- 
ing stock (which was much stronger than 
the AK), I was over the moon. This was 
given to me as a present from the com- 
pany commander just before I was due to 
go out on a patrol. From there on in, it was 
said you always knew how much of the 
fighting Skippy was doing, because amid 
the raf-tat-tat you could hear the more 
powerful thump-thump-thump of my SLR. 


Christmas In Komarevo 


Just before Christmas we moved to 
Komarevo, southeast of Sisak. It was a bit 
quieter than our first AOs, partially be- 
cause of the cease-fire which supposedly 
came into effect about Christmastime — 
not that this counted for bugger all. Along 
with a few trusted Croats, we were doing 
almost all the patrolling to our front (ap- 
proximately 2km wide), but the terrain 
limited us a lot. 


The two front lines were on opposing { 
ridges, with woodland on either hill anda ° 


small area of open ground between them. 
“Can’t go across that,” we were told. “Too 
dangerous.” Well, if we were Croats or 
Chetniks [Serbian irregulars], maybe, but 
Rose and I were professional soldiers who 
knew what we were doing, so it repre- 
sented a challenge and not an obstacle. 

Sneaking over to kill a few sentries 
and bring back their hats and weapons 
was our version of psych warfare — we 
loved it. This may have been in part re- 
sponsible for the prices on our heads — 
which according to reliable sources was 
double that offered for any other Interna- 
tional in Croatia. 

We had a free hand as far as doing 
what we thought needed to be done. Body 
counts are important to the Croats, both 
on individual and unit levels. The longer 
we were there, the higher our body count 


went, and the more freedom we received 
— along with better weapons, such as my 
SLR. As far as our freedom, it extended 
only to the company level, as the higher in 
the chain of command things went, the 
more we ran into political problems. 
Rose and I were quite prized. For 
Internationals, we became sought after and 
popular, due to our reputations along the 
whole length of the line having been highly 
exaggerated. Everybody had been in action 
with Skippy and Rose! Our unit, 57 Samb 
(independent) Battalion was autonomous, 
much to the distress of the self-appointed 
generals in the regular national guard. 


Author patrois on gray Balkan winter 
day, carrying folding-stock Yugo AK 
with integral grenade launcher. 
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Around the holidays, we would send 
greetings with rifle fire, and the enemy 
would return the courtesy with tanks. 
Tanks! How bloody unsporting of them. 
One morning we received delivery of a 
60mm mortar and a case of ammo. We 
bracketed their position on the ridge with 
a couple rounds, then gave them the whole 
box and buggered off. Happy New Year, 
Cheedo! 

We were under almost continual sniper 
fire (he must have been a fat bastard, as he 
always broke for meals). Rose and I were 
of the opinion the sniper was merely try- 
ing to keep us pissed off — maybe lure 
one or more of us into no-man’s-land for a 
clean shot. We had taken casualties, and 
although there was no one was killed, pres- 
sure began mounting from above for us to 
get that sniper. We came up with a plan. 

We were to go across no-man’s-land at 
dawn or before, depending on when 
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“Rose” and Croatian sniper at trenches 
along front lines. Most time is spent 
patrolling — and waiting. 


everyone was up and ready, then set up a 
three-way ambush in the opposite wood 
line. It was to consist of eight men — two 
snipers to kill their man and bring the 
sniper’s mates running down the hill, to be 
greeted by myself and another man. We 
were to be backed up by a cover group in 
the trees on our side of the line, to ensure 
we could get back to the comparative safety 
of our own tree line. 

It was a good plan, and it worked — 
sort of. What we hadn't counted on was 
“yippeee” shooters — men who fire their 
weapons for the sake of it — so at first, no 
Serbs took any notice of the firing inside 
their perimeter. We arrived with no prob- 
lems, and took up our positions just as 
dawn was breaking. 


After lying in the snow for about two 
hours, which is just about the limit in 
those conditions, our concentration was 
slipping. We had no commo, so we had 
to wait until our sniper target came back 
before we could move; it was a matter of 
sticking it out until then, and it seemed 
he wasn’t going to show. 


Varmint Rifles At War 


Suddenly, the crunch of feet on cold 
snow snapped me to full concentration 
again. That familiar, but dreaded; knot in 
my stomach started to tighten as my heart 
raced. Our snipers were also at the limit 
of their endurance — keeping in mind 
we were in enemy territory under condi- 
tions well below zero degrees, in broad 
daylight. 

The enemy sniper hadn't even taken 
up position when the high-powered cracks 
of two .22-250s broke the silence. He 
was dead. Only when I saw the bright red 
stain in the snow did I pinpoint him. He, 
like us, was wearing a white sniper Suit. 

Then we waited. Our two snipers 
sneaked back to our lines another way, 
as planned. Now it was our turn, but 
nothing happened. No enemy came to 
see what was happening. I looked at my 
partner, amazed we hadn’t had the re- 
sponse we anticipated. Give it five more 
minutes, | told him, using hand signals. 
By now my breakfast was longing to 


Semi-relic T-34/85 at former JNA 
barracks in Karlovac. {n nearby shed 
sat six more in first-class condition, 
ready to roll out the gate and fight. 
Thus far, most armor “engagements” in 
this war have seen tanks used as 
artillery against infantry targets. 
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come out. As nothing was happening after 
a few minutes more, I gave the signal to 
clear out and head back. 

I had started to relax again, my con- 
centration wandering from the large kill 
zone before us, when we heard a yell from 
the houses. It was obviously a question — 
when there was no reply the caller disap- 
peared, only to return with a companion. 
They started to walk quite casually down 
the steep hill toward us. Immediately we 
both reverted back to our original state, 
rock still, looking over our sights. I broke 
out in a sweat; my heart was beating so 
loud I was sure it would give us away. But 
we were positioned behind natural hard 
cover, so I reassured myself we couldn’t 
be seen. 


Hand-Held Artillery 


After a moment’s thought, I pulled out 
a frag and with a nod my No. 2 man 
followed suit. We let the men pass by. 
They were about 10 feet below us when 
they saw their sniper and, as it dawned on 
them what had happened, they bolted back 
up the hill toward us screaming their lungs 
out. Our grenades exploded in unison and 
flung one man back down the hill. The 
reason I used grenades is obvious. Explo- 
sions within their perimeter were bound to 
draw the Serbs out, and these did. 

The chaos that followed was to our 
advantage — they came running down the 
hill singly or in pairs, some stupid enough 
to forget their weapons. They were com- 
ing so fast that those who managed to find 
cover were not capable of returning effec- 
tive fire immediately. Amidst the smoke 
from our own weapons and grenades, I 
soon realized we had bitten off more than 
we could chew, so we backtracked into 
the dead ground behind us as the volume 
of return firing was steadily growing. Judg- 
ing from the amount of yelling on the 
hilltop, there were more men on the way. 

We ran like hell, wondering what our 
cover group was doing, but as we reached 


“Skippy” directs searching fire on Serb 
lines with Yugo M53, variant of World 
War Il-era German MG-42. 





AUGUST 92 





Combing world arms markets, Croatians 
picked up a quantity of Ulitimax-100 
Mark Ill light machine guns from 
Chartered Industries of Singapore — | 
this one carried by a Croatian national 
guard MP. 


the tree line to one side, our cover group 
opened up and all hell broke loose. All 
four men of the cover group were armed 
with heavy-barrel Kalashnikovs on bipods, 
with drum magazines of 75 rounds each, 
and every man had two magazines. They 
did a good enough job of suppressing fire 
from the opposite bank that we had little 
difficulty in running 100 meters across 
open ground — not to say we weren’t 
under fire and I wasn’t scared shitless and 
running on adrenalin! 

Once in the wood line we regrouped 
about 20 meters into the trees, just in time 
to be safe from the 14.5mm machine gun 
on top of the opposite hill to our left, 
which opened up and sprayed our whole 
area. Our only serious casualty was caused 
by this gun — one man was hit in the arm; 
as a result, he later lost it. 

With aching and weary bodies — not 





to mention bloody cold ones — we humped 
back to our lines knowing the operation 
was a success. It caused a bit of a panic 
among the HQ staff because we were about 
an hour late, which along with the volume 
of fire both outgoing and incoming had 
added to their concern. 

This turned out to be my last opera- 
tion. I fell badly ill with a flu virus not 
long after. Yet I had already made my 
decision to leave, as the war had dragged 
on and gotten bogged down. This, along 
with the political infighting, convinced me 
I had done my bit and couldn’t really 
accomplish much more by staying. Three 
months’ training and fighting on several 
front lines was enough. 

My decision was further concreted by 
the company commander and I having a 
run-in about pay. Neither Rose nor myself 
had been paid during our three months in 
Croatia, even though the expected pay was 
only equivalent to about £100 (U.S. $160). 
That’s 4,600 Hrvaski dinars per month, 
which is sufficient to live where one car- 
ton of cigs costs 300 dinars and all public 
transport for soldiers is free (everything 
on the front line is free, anyway). 

Anyone who expects big money fight- 
ing in Croatia can forget it. High pay may 
have been the case at the beginning of the 
war, which was admittedly one of the main 
reasons | went in the first place, but it 
soon became obvious we were fighting on 
a promise. What kept me there was the 
character and loyalty of the Croatians with 
whom | served. Individually, as people, 
they are great guys — but as soldiers, in 
general, they couldn’t fight sleep. 

Within a half-hour of our falling out 
over my suggestion that the army should 
at least pay for my fare back to England, I 
had my gear packed, webbing over my 
shoulder and was walking up the road. I 
made it no more than 50 meters uphill 
when my commander came driving up 
after me, offering me all kinds of things to 
keep me there, but I knew the score. 


Going Home 


Still very ill, I made it to Zagreb by 
nightfall and spent the night in the home 
of one of my men. The following morning 
he arrived with some money, around 2,000 
dinars, and I got on the bus to Ljubljana 
for my flight out through Slovenia. 

I knew of the Slovenian law concern- 
ing wearing uniforms, but as I had no 
civilian clothes, I didn’t have a choice and 
didn’t really care. In due course the bus 
was stopped at the border, and it stayed 
there for an hour while we argued. I was 
an oddball and they weren’t sure what to 
do with me, so I made it easier for them. 

“I am going to Ljubljana, and I really 
don’t give a monkey’s about your stupid 
law!” I announced. 

“You must go back to Croatia — you 
cannot enter wearing uniform.” 

“Bugger off — I’m tired, I’m ill, I’m 
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i Ola tari ky cor began aT) 
F NE mee Fs) nl ae PR ee tart 
helicopters fram the [01st Airborne Divi- 
sion blasted two key [raqi radar sites with 
Hellfire missiles, rackets and cannons. 

Minutes later, a Stealth fighter dropped 
Pema mihi iis @ ees ee tee) 54) 
the roof of the Iraqi air-force interceptor 
eagle heals a tog el) ee a 
der radar sites and air defense HQ in 
Baghdad. 

These attacks blinded Saddam Hussein 


and opened a I 2km-wide corridor through 


which hundreds of Coalition aircraft, in- 
cluding two waves of F-117A Nighthawks 
and F-16C Falcons, flew to targets in down- 
town Baghdad and the surrounding area. 
AN Nearly two decades ago, Dichl 
had felt the same sensation in 
his stomach, the same tightness as he ap- 
Ao men meee 
VOL CM Come Nie me Ca Ge elt 
Warning Receiver) in his F-16C lit up like 


a pinball machine, the sky ahead filled 
with AAA (Anti-Aircraft Artillery), just 


s he approached the target, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Billy Diehl ex- 
perienced a sense of déja vu. 
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Le it did in July 1972 when pre 4 
sroached Hanoi in his F-4E. “We saw at 
east 1,000 rounds of EE Prt) | 

ran TESTI Mere Ova Cao eed teh 

But the sight of three SA-2s (Soviet- 
rt ge (el ea Ceee mm TCT) CD LAT 

| launched to the left of his formation really 

tripped the alarm in Diehl’s mind. “It was 
HTS ims MMA Cet A Cae bot lat 
fired at me almost 20 years ago,” he said, 
“and on the same ballistic trajectory.” 

This time, instead of escorting fighter- 
elem OMA MAEM mcs 
back seat of a Phantom, Diehl was up 
Ce Maree me mer Lr aces eye) 
aT OM eC M CRT m tC Ame) Mm imOL TIDY 
War. The target was a military airfield 
30 miles northwest of Baghdad, one of 
the most-heavily defended military instal- 
lations in Iraq. 

The mission was to crater runways and 
taxiways to prevent the Iraqi air force 
from getting airborne. But Colonel 
Raymond P. Huot, commander of the 
363rd Tactical Fighter Wing (TAC) from 
Shaw Air Force Base (AFB) in South 
Carolina, had also developed contingency 
plans in the event the strike force was 
treo eB ium aeelie sale be 
northern Iraq. 

“We were convinced that it was going 
to be an air battle, the likes of which we’d 
never seen,” Diehl said, yet the raid turned 
out to be a “milk run,” thanks to the earlier 
strike by Apache helicopters and an F- 
117A Stealth fighter that destroyed Iraq’s 
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mand, “This was the most nea tis? 


fended place on earth,” Diehl noted, rat- 
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sive systems the Iraqis possessed, “SAM 
missiles, SA-2s, -3s and -6s.” | 


Smashing Saddam's War Machine 


PEE omen Te tai tal eel ait 
American I-Hawks Saddam had captured 
in Kuwait: sophisticated versions of Os 
missiles used by the Marine, (orps to de- 
feat attacking enemy aircraft. Senne elo 
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recalling how the Triple-A was so heavy 
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it. But the Iraqis were firing blindly — the 
Apaches had poked out their electronic 
Tote i 
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16 F-15C fighters for air cover, eight F- 
4s (Wild Weasels) and four EF-111s 
(Ravens) for electronic jamming of en- 
emy missiles. Each of the F-16s on the 
package carried two 2,000-pound iron 
(unguided) bombs, which were used to 
crater the runways and taxiways. 

Unlike the low-flying Brits in their 
Boers em emer atm lee) ara eave 
over Iraqi airfields, the 17th TFS and the 
33rd TFS from Shaw, along with pilots 
from their sister squadron (10th TFS) fom 
SE eC ae ame Clare Metilotg 
ordnance from well above the AAA, thus 
avoiding being shot down. 

“Triple-A was like I’ve never seen. It 
would just eat you alive down there,” 
Diehl recalled, “In a war like this, which 
could have developed into a war of attri- 
tion, we couldn't afford to lose a couple 
of airplanes per mission — that’s why we 
stayed above 10,000 feet, away from the 
wall ae 

Captain Gary Cooper flew the No. 2 
slot in Dichl's four-ship, about 1,000 feet 
from the strike leader. Although the MiG 
airfield was a massive complex, pilots 
like Cooper were well prepared and knew 
precisely where to drop their bombs. 

“Hey Two, can you see it?” Diehl had 
asked by radio. 

“Yeah, Boss, it’s right there under- 
neath the clouds,” Cooper replied. 

“Okay, one’s in,” Diehl radioed while 
dipping his needle-nosed F-16 into a 45- 
degree dive and putting the pipper (bomb 
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sight) on his target as the airfield rushed 
up on him at Mach 1.2. | 

@oming off the target, Diehl grunted 
hard, fighting to stay conscious while 
his body absorbed six or seven Gs and 
he jinked clear of the WUranwe 
rapidly filling the sky. 

Cooper was also going “ballistic,” 
with afterburners aglow by the time his 
bombs hit, but looking back over his 
shoulder he could see 37mm a) et 
ing “like popcorn” over the airfield as a 
long line of F-16s came down the chute 
ome lceMarolmeycehr liek “When itm eles 
siles started flying, everyone’s voice on 
the radio went up an octave or two,” 
Cooper laughed. 

Captain Gary Semmel was flying four 
miles behind Diehl’s lead four-ship. “I 
can remember the HARMs Cs 





Anti-Radiation missiles that lock on a 
SAM’s trajectory and follow its flight 
path down to the launch site] coming 
over our heads to suppress the SAMs 
TE Meet comme Melb Tey oam Ty ome 1 a: rariibatel 
eM Miele one eR eee eel 
below and above the formation. The IP- 
to-target run was about 12 miles, but it 
seemed to Semmel as though he would 
never make it. “Everything was happen- 
ing in slow motion,” he ‘remembered. 
According to Capt. Mike Sindel, who 
flew two boxes behind Diehl, “It was 
something I had never seen before. You 
can get a 3-foot-high plume of smoke 
from practice bombs, but nothing like 
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the smoke and fire below us.” 

Major Bill Keplesky said flying be- 
tween layers of heavy flak struck fear 
into everyone, but he had been able to 
conquer his alarm. “J learned after my 
first mission that the tactics and training 
Sm caua haat mes eM idiom tm armies Ee 
emy, and that this big arm wouldn’t reach 
up and grab me out of the sky.” Keplesky 
flew 35 combat missions. Since an en- 
emy always attacks from the rear, it was 
the responsibility of his four-ship to make 
sure that didn’t happen on this first day 
of the air war. 

ma Ae comee letra ede aE Lait 
guys who rolled down and hit the target 
first woke ‘em [Iraqis] up, sa by the 
time we rolled down the chute, the flak 
was pretty thick,” Keplesky noted. 

Flying into the teeth of a SAM site is 
like staring down the twin barrels of a 
12-gauge shotgun. The airburst weapons 
dropped by Keplesky hit about 100 meters 
from the SAM site. Its Iraqi gunner never 
knew what happened. The site was oblit- 
erated in a flash of light and heat. Thou- 
sands of white-hot bomb fragments 
scraped the SAM site off the face of the 
earth. For his aggressive attack on the 
airfield near Baghdad on 23 January, Bill 
Keplesky was awarded an Air Medal for 
valor, plus three later Air Medals. 

Lieutenant Colonel Hal Gonzales, op- 
erations officer for the 33rd TFS, was 
supposed to be at the rear of the PM 
package, but some 150 miles into the 
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mission, his wingman aborted and Gonzo’s 
three-ship was replaced with a four-ship 
containing the “Boss,” Col. Huot. 


Magic Carpet Of Flak Over Baghdad 


As one who flew F-105 Thunderchiefs 
out of Tahkli, Thailand, when bombing 
targets along the Ho Chi Minh Trail in 
Laos and Cambodia during the Vietnam 
War, Huot said the flak was the heaviest 
he'd ever seen since Southeast Asia. “The 
sun at our backs really accentuated the 
Triple-A ahead of us. It was so thick, it 
looked like a carpet,” he said. 

Although the flak was heavy over the 
target, Huot’s calm voice on the radio was 
comforting to the young lieutenants and 
captains tasting combat for the first time 
— it was also comforting for the older 
airmen. 

By the time the rear of the PM package 
approached the target near Baghdad, the 
natives on the ground were indeed rest- 
less, and firing everything they had. Lots 
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of 37mm was bursting over the airfield, 
and there were a couple of SAM launches 
on the east side of Baghdad, while Iraqi 
gunners were just burning up their gun 
barrels. 

The naked eye can’t see an F-16 flying 
above 8,000 feet. The stubby-winged air- 
craft is so trim, it’s virtually invisible at 
high altitude. That’s why our flights were 
never really threatened by Iraqi 37mm 
AAA, although they did have to steer clear 
of the 57mm, which could reach out and 
touch them. 

“All of the peacetime simulations we 
do did not get our minds ready for how 
big the target array looks when you look 
down on it for the first time,” Gonzales 
said. “The airfield is about the size of 
Wright-Patterson AFB in Ohio.” Despite 
heavy ground fire, Gonzales and his 
wingman, Bryson Phillips, bore down on 
the target and dropped their bombs on a 
taxiway intersection. 

“You are not going to close an airfield 


F-111 en route to Iraq. The package of F- 
16s, F-4Es and M-111s carried ordnance 
to destroy strategic targets, supress 
radar and follow SAM-quiding radar 
signals to their sources for destruction. 
Photo: USAF 


forever by cutting runways, but you can 
keep the enemy aircraft from taking off 
and coming full-bore at you,” Gonzales 
observed. 


Temporarily Closed For Repairs 


Coalition attacks on Iraqi airfields 
caused Saddam to hide some of his air 
assets in hardened shelters, where they 
became sitting ducks. In addition to scat- 
tering air assets around the country, the 
Iraqi air force also flew 137 aircraft to 
neighboring Iran, where they remain to 
this day — in the Iranian air force. 

“Conventional Mk-84s like we car- 
ried just bounced off hardened shelters,” 
Gonzales said, “But an I-2000 [Improved 
Mk-84] with a shaped-steel penetrator on 
its nose cut through the reinforced steel 
and concrete shelters like a hot knife 
through butter.” 

Going to Baghdad was like going to 
the Super Bowl for Gonzales, awarded a 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his attack 
on the airfield. “I’d been training for 19 
years to do something like this. I thought 
about all of my friends I have lost in 
training accidents in the past 19 years as I 
took the runway. I wished they could 
have been there.” 

But Gonzales, who has more than 2,000 
hours in an F-16, felt their presence as he 
pushed the throttle to the wall and blasted 
off toward Baghdad. Seven days later, 
Gonzales led another strike on the same 
airfield: 36 F-16Cs and their escorts. 





Fighter jocks from 363rd Tactical Fighter Wing, at their base in UAE, left to right: Bobby Armour, Brett McCann, Bill Keplesky, 


Gary North. 
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“We caught most of his [Saddam's] 
heavy bombers out in the open, and de- 
stroyed about 20 Badgers and Blinders in 
their revetments.” Gonzales recalled per- 
sonally destroying a Candid, one of only 
two Soviet-built AWACs in the Iraqi in- 
ventory. “One minute it was there, the 
next minute it was gone,” he said. It “just 
vaporized” as two 2,000-pound bombs 
exploded over the revetments. 

Gonzales’ flight used a combination of 
CBU-87s and Mk-84s fused to explode 15 
feet above ground to nail the bombers — 
you break open fuel tanks with frags from 
Mk-84s, and then set fire to the planes 
with incendiary bomblets from CBU-87s. 

In gun-camera footage from another 
strike package heading into the southern 
part of Baghdad 30 minutes after 
Gonzales’s strike, you can see a pillar of 
black oily smoke rising 15,000 feet and 
blowing over Baghdad. Gonzales laughed 
when he watched Peter Arnett on Cable 
News Network later that night describing 
what “must be a refinery or something hit 
on the outskirts of Baghdad.” 


Six Minutes Of Good Work 


The attack took less than six minutes: 
a 25-mile-long stream of aircraft going 
down the chute, dropping their ordnance 
and jinking free of AAA. “Although there 
was a broken deck of clouds as we rolled 
in, you could still see the target 30 miles 
away,” Diehl said, recalling the moment 
of truth. 

When the strike force approached the 
target, radar warning systems had sounded 
in each of the aircraft. Some pilots say it 
looked like the Fourth of July over 
Baghdad. “I saw three SA-2s launched to 
the left of the package,” Diehl noted, “A 
total of six SAMs were fired at us, but 
nobody got hit. The EF-111s did a great 
job of blinding their radar sites, because 
the [Iraqi] missiles didn’t seem to guide.” 

The pair of MiG-29 Fulcrums that came 
up to challenge the strike force were 
smoked by a F-15s flying cover, but that 
didn’t comfort Gonzales. “When those two 
airplanes got shot down, we didn’t feel 
that much better, because we were afraid 
they could be the trip wire for the Iraqis 
who could then launch the fleet. But that 
didn’t happen.” 

During the first 24 hours of the strate- 
gic alr campaign, more than 1,300 combat 
sorties were flown by Coalition aircraft, 
including 812 strike sorties by fixed-wing 
aircraft. 

Captain Brett McCann flew 38 mis- 
sions in the Gulf War and saw five or six 
SAMs launched at packages he flew in. 
“Being so small and so fast, we were a 
hard target to hit with AAA, but SAMs 
were my primary fear. I was afraid I 
wouldn’t see a surface-to-air missile in 
time to avoid it,” he said. 

Toward the end of the war, when F-16s 
were prepping the battlefield for the ground 
war in southern Kuwait, they got down 
closer to the deck, usually under cloud 
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cover which tended to backlight the air- 
craft and give Iraqi gunners something to 
shoot at. “I remember several days when 
AAA gunners were tracking my aircraft,” 
McCann said, “but they couldn't get 
enough lead to shoot me down.” 


SAMs, SAMs, SAMs 


Captain Tom McCloskey, who flew 31 
missions without a scratch, just happened 
to look down in Kuwait and see a SAM 
launched at him in the waning days of the 
war. Instinctively the young pilot turned 
toward the threat. “When you don’t see 
very much movement on the canopy, you 
know it’s guiding on you.” McCloskey said 


IRAQI PICTURE 
(BEFORE H-HOUR] 


Strike Packages (Air Refueling) 


later. He saw the smoke trail as the SAM 
left its launcher and screamed almost 
Straight up at him. “SAM/!” he shouted 
into the radio as he broke hard left, dived 
toward the missile, and defeated it. 

Some of the SAMs were as big as tele- 
phone poles and easy to see, but some of 
them were small, shoulder-fired missiles 
about 4 feet long, like the one fired at 
Gonzales. Gonzo yanked so hard on the 
stick when one of the red-tipped missiles 
zoomed by his cockpit, the G-forces 
jammed his HUD (Heads Up Display) 
camera. “So I must have really G-ed it up 
pretty good, because HUD cameras are 
supposed to take 9 Gs before stopping,” 
he laughed. “I gave it all I could when I 
Saw it go by.” 

The 32 F-16s that attacked the military 
airfield dropped 64 of the 2,000-pound 
bombs. The biggest daytime raid of the 
war let the people of Baghdad know the 
U.S. Air Force was going to take it to 
them around the clock — not just at night. 


Tally-Ho Tally 


Before the war ended, the 363rd flew 
4,200 combat sorties (an average of 32 per 
pilot) and dropped 10 million pounds of 
bombs. That amounts to 5,000 of the 2,000- 
pounders. 

Diehl flew 40 missions against Iraqi 
targets, completing 100 combat hours in 
less than one month. Quite an accomplish- 


ment for him, but even more for his trusty 
F-16C. 

In all, 126,645 combat sorties were 
flown against Iraq by Coalition fixed-wing 
aircraft. Preliminary information indicates 
a total of 28 U.S. fixed-wing aircraft were 
lost in combat, for an unprecedented low 
attrition rate of 0.03% — impressive, given 
the potential of Iraq’s air force and air- 
defense system. Iraq lost 36 fixed-wing 
aircraft and six helicopters in the air, along 
with 68 fixed-wing aircraft and 13 heli- 
copters on the ground. 


FNGs Are FGoodGs 
And how did the young lieutenants stack 
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up against the older lieutenants, like Diehl, 
who first flew in Vietnam? 

“No comparison. No comparison at all,” 
Diehl said, noting the young Air Force 
pilot today is much smarter than his Viet- 
nam-era counterpart, and much more 
physically fit. 

Perhaps history may someday tell how 
the presence of Billy Diehl and his men 
affected Saddam’s decision to consolidate 
his forces in Kuwait and not venture any 
further south. In the meantime, the highly 
decorated veteran of two wars flies a desk 
in the Inspector General’s office at Head- 
quarters, Tactical Air Command, Langley 
AFB, Virginia. 

Like most of the 32 fighter pilots in his 
squadron, Diehl dreamed he’d come home 
from the war and fulfill his fantasy of 
owning a sports car. “Many of the guys 
bought pickup trucks,” Diehl laughed, “But 
a few of us went all the way.” 

Diehl still flies F-16s, but logs most of 
his time these days in a fire-engine-red 
Porsche 928. 


Dale B. Cooper covered the Gulf War for 
SOF when and where it was happening, 
and continues his coverage with after-ac- 
tion reports on the men and women of 
Desert Storm. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 41 





T he angry thunder of exploding 
hand grenades ripped through the 
razed village, echoing the sounds, 

and resurrecting images, of a city called 
Kuwait. 

The war in the Gulf is over, but in this 
village the fighting will never end. 

The village is “Combat Town,” and for 
the thousands of American service mem- 
bers who have fought here, the village has 
more than earned its name. 

Officially titled the Collective Train- 
ing Facility for Military Operations in Ur- 
ban Terrain (MOUT), this $7.9-million 
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training center is one of the newest addi- 
tions to Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. Combat Town offers mili- 
tary units the simulated and live-fire train- 
ing essential to sharpening urban combat 
skills. 

“It gives units a chance to train in a 
‘lived-in’ environment,” noted Master Ser- 
geant Ernest Johnson, non-commissioned 
officer in charge of the MOUT facility, 
“and it teaches the individual Marine or 
soldier the techniques essential for attack- 
ing or defending a city.” 

Construction of the “town” began in 


FIRE TEAM TRIGGERS EXPLOSIVE BOOBY TRAP; 


Adrenalin surges as Marines prepare to 
round corner into the unknown. 


May 1988 and was completed some 
28 months later, when the former Marine 
Corps Commandant, General Alfred M. 
Gray, cut the opening ribbon in Septem- 
ber 1990. 


Not The First — Just The Best 


Although Lejeune’s “combat town” is 
not the first — similar centers have been 
in operation for years — many service 
members feel that the incredible realism 
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Lejeune offers makes this at least the first 
of its kind. 

“It’s actually a well-established city,” 
Johnson said. “It has its own fire station, 
working streetlights, a shopping mall, not 
to mention a school complete with a gym- 
nasium and a soccer stadium. We even 
have an established city hall.” 

The town offers other unique points of 
realism in its 31 buildings — teller sta- 
tions inside the bank, a helicopter landing 
pad on the roof of the hotel, and a real 
underground sewer system, for example. 

“The sewer system was built to enable 
an attacking unit the opportunity to get 
into the city with surprise,” Johnson said. 
“It can be accessed from the river, through 
manholes along the main street, or from a 
basement inside two of the buildings.” 
Such true-to-life features enable trainees 
to flank the enemy, or approach a sniper 
or automatic-weapons position undetec- 
ted, just as they should in a real scenario. 

As in most genuine situations, Combat 
Town affords operational options, and 
trainees can exercise them all: conven- 
tional assaults, fast-rope and rappelling 
insertions, sewer infiltration, or night op- 
erations. 


Anybody’s Home Town 


Want more realism? With the ability 
to change backgrounds quicker than a stage 
show, stop signs become “alto” signs and 
the “Aunt Bea Arthur Memorial Bridge” 
sign turns into a collage of Arabic script. 

The town is tagged in five different 
languages (English, German, French, Span- 
ish and Arabic) and is open to all five 
service branches (U.S. Army, Air Force, 
Navy, Coast Guard and Marines). 

“We’ve had numerous dealings with 
Army Special Forces, and the Navy 
SEALs. Also we’ve had the FBI come 


down and use the facility.” Johnson said. 

Units arrange to use the Combat Town 
facility by submitting requests for a sched- 
uling window. The Marine Corps School 
of Infantry — which all Marines now at- 
tend — routinely sends men through a 
three-day course at Combat Town. 

When training at Combat Town, it is 
up to the requesting unit to decide how 
they will make use of the facility, while 
supplying their own weapons, program and 
cadre. Two units can request the facility at 
the same time and have good-guy/bad- 
guy war games. Local Marine units on 
occasion supply aggressor forces, where 
such requests fit into their own training 
schedules. 

As MOUT training is primarily an in- 
fantry function, the bulk of the units using 
Combat Town are ground-pounders. Al- 
though there have been armored fighting 
vehicles in the town, the biggest vehicle 
routinely deployed in MOUT training is a 
HumVee. Certain foreign service groups 
have visited Combat Town, such as the 





Sniper's delight — a view of Combat 
Town from church steeple. 


British Royal Marines, Canadian and 
French units, and even the Royal Ber- 
muda Regiment. 

Because urban combat is becoming a 
more common phenomenon in police 
work, civilian police units have also trained 
with Marines at Combat Town. Camp 
Lejeune’s MPs recently trained there to- 
gether with police officers from 
Spartanburg County, South Carolina. Both 
groups reported satisfaction in what they 
were able to learn from each other. 


Plenty Of Time For Sergeants 


After a session of cross training for 
dynamic entries, Staff Sergeant Robbie D. 
Mask, Lejeune’s Special Reaction Team 
commander, noted, “We’re used to going 
dynamic all the way. In dynamic, we’re 
not going to take our time. As soon as we 


Continued on page 72 
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Death In The 
Tall Grass 


Father Of M16 Forges 


Marine-Spec Sniper System — 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


n the minds of the blue-sky rangers 

who design and adopt the small arms 

of our armed forces, snipers routinely 

make one-shot kills at 1,000 meters 

or more. For that purpose, a finely 
tuned bolt-action rifle chambered for a 
‘long-range belted cartridge such as the 
.300 Winchester Magnum will punch 
anyone’s ticket. 

While Carlos Hathcock’s incredible 
feats, and those of a few other experts, 
have certainly been substantiated, most 
military sniping takes place at ranges well 
under 400 meters. Law enforcement 
countersnipers rarely engage targets in 
urban environments at distances beyond 
100 meters. 

Furthermore, it has been my personal 
observation that opponents on the 
battlefield are most often encountered in 
multiples of two or more, and after the 
first shot has been fired, those remaining 
will be bobbing and weaving about seeking 
cover. For this, we need the potential for 
rapid follow-up shots that can be delivered 
consistently only by a self-loading rifle. If 
we have to sacrifice a smidgen of the turn- 
bolt’s sub-MOA potential, then so be it. 
Under these circumstances, the 
7.62xS5imm NATO cartridge will more 
than suffice. | 

It would seem this Mission Essential 
Need Statement (MENS) was met almost 
30 years ago by the M21, an accurized 
M14 equipped with a scope (originally the 
Leatherwood ART model) and sometimes 
with a sound suppressor. When we start 
adding on bipods and scopes, the M14 — 
no lightweight to begin with — becomes 
one heavy mother (more than 14 pounds). 

While the M21 can be tuned to sub- 
MOA accuracy, its receiver must be glass- 
bedded to enhance the accuracy potential. 
The M21 barrel itself is free floating except 
for a downward pressure of 8 to 12 pounds 
at the gas cylinder ferrule, near the front 
end of the stock. The first action bedding 
will last no more than 800 rounds. The 
second bedding will maintain the system’s 
accuracy potential for 1,200 to 1,500 
rounds before re-bedding is again 
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necessary. If a rear recoil lug is added by | 


welding, the action bedding will last the 
life of the barrel (approximately 3,000 
rounds). 

Surely there must be a more satisfactory 
alternative. There wasn’t, but there is now. 
Eugene M. Stoner recently designed, and 
Knight’s Armament Co. (Dept. SOF, 7750 
Oth St. S.W., Vero Beach, FL 32968; 
phone: 407-562-5697) now produces the 
caliber 7.62x51mm NATO SR-25 
countersniper system. Knight’s founder, 
C. Reed Knight Jr., is principally known 
for the sophisticated sound suppressors he 


Reaching well into the 
1990s, the SR-25 blends a 
battle-proven design with 

the innovations required of 
a milspec, highly accurate 
countersniper system. 


supplies to the U.S. military, his 
reintroduction of the Stoner 63A weapons 
system (See “Stoner’s Super 63,” July ’91) 
and for the “American 2000” pistol he 
designed and Colt produces. A Marine 
veteran, Stoner is arguably our nation’s 
most prolific and imaginative modern 
military small-arms designer. 

While associated with Armalite as chief 
engineer, Stoner was responsible for 
designing the AR-15/M16, the caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO AR-10 battle rifle 
(small quantities of which were sold to 
Nicaragua, Sudan, Burma and Portugal), 
the AR-5 caliber-.22 Hornet bolt-action 
rifle adopted by the U.S. Air Force as the 
MA-1 survival rifle, and the blowback- 
operated AR-7 “Explorer” rimfire 
takedown rifle. Stoner’s prototype projects 
during that time frame included a bolt- 
action sniping rifle (AR-1), a 
semiautomatic 7.62x51mm rifle (AR-3) 
and a 12-gauge shotgun with an aluminum 
bore and receiver (the AR-9). 


After leaving Armalite, Stoner 
developed what was at that time a 
revolutionary concept for a weapons 
system, built around certain basic 
components, that could be transformed into 
a rifle, carbine or various machine-gun 
configurations by fitting different barrels, 
feed mechanisms, trigger systems and 
other parts to the basic assembly. After 
changing the caliber from 7.62x51mm 
NATO to 5.56x45mm NATO, it was to 
become the famous Stoner 63(A) family 
of small arms. During the 1980s, Stoner 
marched forward to design the Ares caliber 
5.56x45mm Squad Automatic Weapon 
(SAW). The so-called Stoner 86’s modular 
design emphasized simplicity and 
reliability. 

Reaching well into the 1990s, the SR- 
25 (which stands for Stoner Rifle — AR- 
10 & AR-15) blends a battle-proven design 
with the innovations required of a milspec, 
highly accurate countersniper system. 

Overall length of the SR-25 is 44 inches. 
The weight, empty, with a magazine but 
without an optical sight, is 10.75 pounds. 
As are the M16’s, the SR-25’s upper and 
lower receivers are forged and precision 
machined from high-tensile strength 7075 
T6 aluminum alloy. Both are hardcoat- 
anodized to milspec MIL-A-8625 Type 
III Class 2. This almost-black finish (now 
specified on the M16A2) is darker than 
the Sandstrom No. 9 gray-baked paint 
finish encountered on early Colt- 
manufactured Ml6s. The SR-25 shares 
60% parts commonality with the M16. 

While the prototype we fired had a 
Stainless steel barrel, production series SR- 
25 rifles will be fitted with a hammer- 
forged Remington barrel made from 4137 
ordnance-grade carbon steel that has been 
phosphate-finished (“parkerized”). 

Barrel length is 24 inches. Received as 
a blank, the barrel is turned on a lathe by 
Knight’s Armament Co. to accommodate 
the SR-25’s gas block. This is the same 
barrel blank employed by Remington to 
manufacture the M24 SWS (See “Sniper 
Systems,” July ’88) for the U.S. armed 
forces. This so-called “SR” barrel has five 
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grooves with a right-hand twist of one 
turn in 11.25 inches. It features the Russian 
radial-rifling form as found on the AK-74, 
which has sloped sides on the lands to 
reduce fouling and minimize stress on the 
bullet jacket. 

Twists of 1:12 inches meet NATO 
specifications for the 7.62x5Imm round 
and are also encountered on caliber .30-06 
M1919A4 BMG barrels manufactured after 
the 173-grain M1 bullet was officially 
replaced by the 152-grain M2 bullet on 
12 January 1940. This twist is adequate 
for light bullets and will stabilize 
projectiles up to 170 grains at long ranges 
in warm climates. However, I personally 
believe heavier .30-caliber bullets, when 
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fired at extremely long ranges, deserve a 
faster-twist barrel (such as 1:10 inches) 
— especially so when fired in the denser 
air encountered in cold weather 
environments. Remington’s 1:11.25-inch 
twist represents an attempt at a reasonable 
compromise, 

The SR-25 barrel is completely free 
floating to maximize its accuracy potential. 
It is attached to the upper receiver in the 
M16 manner. A knurled nut in front of the 
gas block protects the threads used for 
installation of a sound suppressor. 

The rear portion of the barrel is 
shrouded by a cylindrical, partial barrel 
housing that does not make contact with 
the barrel. Fabricated from phenolic tubing 


(with steel threads at its rear end, used to 
attach it to a threaded cap fixed to the 
front of the upper receiver) and finished 
with black epoxy paint, this shroud also 
provides a point of attachment for a 
folding, telescoping Harris bipod, while 
also serving as a handguard. 

The front sling swivel is located on the 
Harris bipod. The rear sling swivel is that 
of the M16 series and will be found on the 
underside of the M16 buttstock. 

Although countersniper rifles of this 
type are not commonly carried long 
distances by foot soldiers nor employed 
for spontaneous contact on patrol, 
nevertheless, the sling swivels are in the 
wrong location for carrying the weapon in 
the ready position at the waist — as they 
are with most modern infantry rifles from 
the Kalashnikov to the M16. Sling swivels 
on the underside of a rifle are useless 
remnants of 19th-century parade grounds. 
They belong on top of the rifle, where 
they can be utilized to carry the weapon in 
a position from which it can be instantly 
employed. 

Those familiar with the M16 will find 
all of the SR-25’s controls — both the 
magazine catch/release button and safety 
lever — in the same locations. The SR-25 
is a semiautomatic-only firearm. The 
trigger housing has been machined to 
preclude the installation of selective-fire 
components. In any event, the full-auto 
mode serves no useful function whatever 
on a sniping system. 

Both the bolt and the front end of the 
carrier match the dimensions of those of 
the AR-10 rifle, while the rear half of the 
bolt carrier has been stepped down in 
diameter to properly interface with the 
M16's buttstock and buffer. The SR-25’s 
20-round magazines have aluminum-alloy, 
waffle-pattern bodies and resemble those 
of the AR-10. 

Disassembly procedures duplicate those 
for the M16 series. Missing, however, is 
the distinctive AR-10/M16 carrying handle, 
usually an integral feature of the upper 
receiver forging. Instead, the SR-25 has a 
“flattop” upper receiver of the type now 
under trials by the U.S. military. A so- 
called “Picatinny” (Arsenal) scope base 
— which is somewhat thicker than the 
standard Weaver base — is an integral 
part of the forging. This configuration 
requires a high-profile scope mount, to 
provide comfortable viewing through an 
optical sight when the rifle is mounted to 
the operator’s shoulder and the correct 
cheek-weld is employed. 

Our test specimen was equipped with a 
high profile, quick-release mount, along 
with a Leupold Mark 4 M1-10X scope. 
This scope differs from the M3 version 
only by the absence of a ranging dial and 
higher-profile turrets. Both are of 10-power 
magnification, nitrogen filled and weighing 
about 1.75 pounds each. Knight’s can 
provide either scope, or a wide selection 
of other optics including night vision 
equipment. 
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The M3 version should be selected 
where quick ranging of targets-of- 
opportunity is required. The M3 has a 
three-quarter-minute Mil Dot reticle 
pattern, and features an elevation dial with 
1-minute click resolution that permits 
adjustments in elevation from 100 to 1,000 
meters within a single revolution of the 
dial, along with windage adjustment of 
one-half-minute click resolution. A turret- 
mounted focus adjustment eliminates the 
need for a separate parallax adjustment. 
Both 7.62x51mm NATO and .300 
Winchester magnum ranging cams are 
included. 

All lens surfaces of the Leupold Mark 
4-series scopes, including the large 42mm- 
diameter objective lens, are multicoated 
for optimum brightness in poor light 
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environments. The 30mm- 
diameter scope tube is 
machined from a single 
piece of thick-wall 
aluminum tubing, with a 
black-anodized matte 
finish and a nominal 0.1- 
inch wall thickness for 
maximum strength and 
durability. 

Leupold’s Mark 4 
scope was subjected to an 
astounding 1,600 Gs of 
impact force (twice the 
recoil force of a .375 
H&H Magnum) to ensure 
its milspec qualities. The 
Mark 4 can be removed 
and reinstalled with less 
than one-half MOA change in zero. 

Our SOF test and evaluation of the SR- 
25 was conducted with Federal 308M 
match ammunition, which has the superb 
Sierra 168-grain MatchKing Hollow-Point 
Boattail (HPBT) bullet. 

Extremely accurate, the 168-grain 
MatchKing HPBT bullet does not expand 
in living tissue — its wound-ballistics 
potential more or less duplicates that of 
the U.S. M80 7.62mm bullet and other 
non-deforming Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) 
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Opponents are most often 
encountered in multiples 
of two or more, and after 
the first shot has been 
fired those who remain 
will be bobbing and 
weaving about, seeking 
cover. For this, we need 
the potential for rapid 
follow-up shots; these 
can be delivered 
consistently only by a 
self-loading rifle. 


military projectiles. For the first 6 to 
7 inches of travel through living tissue, 
the bullet remains point forward, and the 
wound track is no larger than .30 caliber. 
At 8 to 14 inches penetration, the bullet 
yaws 180 degrees, after which it passes 
through the body base-forward with total 
penetration of about 25 inches. Where 
bullet yaw is at its maximum (60 to 120 
degrees), a large temporary cavity is 
produced, and the height of the permanent 
cavity will increase to 1.22 inches (the 
length of the 168-grain boattail projectile) 
maximum. As long as the jacket material 
remains a rather ductile copper alloy, there 
will be no fragmentation, so increasing 
the size of the permanent cavity by yaws 
is all we can expect. 

One-inch at 100 meters was the best I 





could shoot in the 
stifling humidity of the 
Florida coast. The staff 
member of Knight’s 
Armament Co. as- 
signed to assist me shot 
groups at and under 
3/4 MOA, and that 
appears to be the 
accuracy potential of 
the SR-25 in the hands 
of an operator familiar 
with the system. When 
compared to this, the 
Soviet Dragunov 
sniper rifle is little 
more than a crude joke, 
as it can barely produce 
2 MOA groups under 
the most ideal circumstances. 

Perceived recoil was no greater or less 
than expected from a rifle in this weight 
class, chambered for the 7.62x51mm 
NATO cartridge. There were no stoppages 
of any kind. The SR-25 is devoid of any 
aggravating deficiencies or idiosyncrasies. 

I have always been an advocate of self- 
loading rifles over turn-bolt actions for 
military sniping applications. They are also 
superior for most law enforcement 
scenarios. While operators must be trained 


Method Of Operation 


With a gas action taken from the 
Swedish Ljungman AG42 rifle (and 
also employed in the French MAS 44, 
49 and 49/56 rifles) and a trigger 
mechanism based on that of the M1 
Garand, all rifles in the M16/AR-15 
series as well as the caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO AR-10 and SR-25 
rifles operate, briefly explained, as 
follows: 

After ignition of the primer, the 
projectile passes the barrel's gas port, 
permitting gas to flow back through a 
Stainless steel tube and a so-called 
bolt-carrier “key” into the hollow 
interior of the bolt camer. As the camier 
moves rearward, a cam slot cut into 
the carrier turns the bolt's cam pin, 
which causes the bolt to rotate 
clockwise, freeing the seven locking 
lugs from their abutments in the barrel 
extension. The carrier's momentum 
draws the bolt rearward at a slightly 
reduced velocity. 

After the extractor has withdrawn 
the empty case from the chamber, a 
spring-loaded, bump-type ejector 
protruding from the left side of the bolt 
face rotates the case around the 
extractor claw and out the ejection 
port of the upper receiver body. The 
bolt carrier assembly continues 
rearward, compressing the recoil 
spring and cocking the hammer. 

The buffer and recoil spring return 
the carrier, and a fresh round is 
stripped from the magazine. All 
forward bolt motion stops after the 
round is chambered. The carrier 
continues forward to contact the rear 
face of the barrel extension and its 
cam slot turms the cam pin, which 
rotates the bolt and its fugs 
counterclockwise into the locked 
position. 

While much criticized by those who 

- sought, for whatever reaons, to find 
fault with the M16 from muzzle to 
buttplate, the truth is that this system 
of gas operation works, and quite well, 
if properly maintained. 

— P. G. K. 





first and foremost to fire accurately (and 
this cannot be emphasized too much), the 
ability to fire again — more rapidly than a 
bolt can be manipulated — on multiple 
moving targets can be vital to an operator’s 
success. In addition, detachable magazine- 
fed rifles like the M21 and SR-25 provide 
a greater ammunition reserve than most 
bolt actions, with the notable exception of 
the Parker Hale M85. 

Eugene Stoner has packaged all the 
essential features required of a modern 
countersniper system into a combat-tested 
and well-proven envelope. Series 
production of the SR-25 is about to 
commence — serious inquiries are invited 
by armed professionals and/or those 
agencies representing them. Prices vary 
according to the ancillary equipment 
ordered with the rifle. ® 
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Py wn SOF 's Three-Gun Match 
Fires Up Las Vegas 


by Greg Walker 
Photos by David Bjorkman 
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Top Sponsor Team: Navy Arms (L-R): B. Piatt, 
M. Hockwitt, R.K. Brown, P. Reed, R. Read 





Middie Shooter Award: Carmen Anderson of Al Mar 
Knives and M. Waidelick, match XO 


Top Law Enforcement Trainer Team: Al Mar Knives 
Law Enforcement Team (L-R): R. Morrissey, 
T. Perritt, R.K. Brown, E. Hanson, S. Anderson 
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Top Open Team: Colorado Rude Dogs 
(L-R): B. Ryckman, C. Putman, R.K. Brown, 
B. Cox, E. Rhodes 





Top Law Enforcement Street Team: D.O.E. Idaho 
Regulators (L-R): H. Hall, A. Hall, R.K. Brown, 
B. Cooley, M. Katseanas 





| oe See | 
Top 15 Overall: (Front): B. Piatt(1); 2nd row (L-R): 
D. Watson (7), E. Rhodes (6), B. Cooley (5), 

L. Gosnell (4), J. Clark (2), J.Gaines (3). 3rd Row-G. 
Munn (15), S. Skochko (14), R. Haddad (13), 

B. Cox (12), J. Miculek (11), B. Enos (10), 

C. Putnam (9), M. Katseanas (8) 
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CC hen we first started the 
match 13 years ago, the 
prize money was offered as 

a means of bringing in big-name com- 
petitors to the convention. What has 
happened since then is that professional 
shooters enter and win the match every 
year, doing so only for the money. That 
attitude was never the reason behind 

SOF sponsoring this match, and as of 

1992 we are returning to our original 

competitive goals.” 


Bob Brown, avid shooter and Edi- 
tor/Publisher of Soldier Of Fortune, isn’t 
finished. “Look,” he continues, “we 
structure the match to test the combat 
shooting skills of its competitors. I’m 
tired of seeing the professional, big- 
name match mercenaries flying in for . 
the week and walking off with all the 
prize money. And it ain’t gonna’ hap- 
pen anymore.” 

Out at the range site, a dedicated 
cadre of volunteers work under the ex- 
perienced eye of match director Michael 
Horne. Charged by Brown to put on the 
finest combat match in the country, 
Horne agrees with his boss. 

“Everyone who signs up to shoot 1s 
here for two reasons. They want to havea 
good time, and they want a chance to 
earn some money. As of 1992, we will 
spread the prize money further down 
into the ranks of the shooters. Prizes 
will be smaller than in previous years, 
but that’s how we extend the awards to 
include more people,” Horne said. 

The Three-Gun Match centers on com- 
bat shooting skills, including individual 
skills and tactics. Horne has spent long 
hours on the desert range, working closely 
with his volunteers to devise complicated 
shooting scenarios that demand more than 


just competitive tricks for high scores. Stage 5: Highway to Hell _ 


Horne introduced new equipment at the 


1991 match, and promises an even greater Road to Basra 


expansion in shooting props for 1992’s 
competition. “Unless we improve the event event alone, the shooter was required to last series of silhouette targets, forcing 





and make it more challenging, it will be- begin his “run” with a loaded shotgun and some of the fastest magazine changes seen 
come like any other combat match you engage targets from a variety of body po- at any SOF match. 
might attend,” he noted. sitions as they negotiated the lane. On the final day of competition, a tired 
SOF’s refocusing effort was announced At the range officer’s signal, the but highly satisfied Horne said, “First, 
during the first evening of shooter regis- shooter transitioned from shotgun to hand- without our volunteers this match would 
tration at the 1991 convention, and met gun, completing the timed event by as- not have been possible. They deserve pub- 
with strong approval from the audience. saulting a bus in which both “civilian” lic credit for donating their time and en- 
Many of the competitors are in Las Vegas and “terrorist” targets were positioned. ergy toward what I consider a very 
each year for the event. They come for the Leaving the vehicle through its rear emer- successful event. 
camaraderie provided by the convention gency exit, the shooter was faced by one “Second, it’s not personalities that are 
and for the chance to test their shooting the draw here — it’s the match itself. This 
skills against Horne’s imagination. event is for those who support SOF and its 


According to Brown, big names don’t 
guarantee a good match. “We didn’t have 
any of the pros here in 1990 [because of a 
conflict with another match — ed.],” he re- 
called, “and for the match was rated as 
one of the best we've ever held. That tells 
me something.” 

The 1991 events were tough, compli- 
cated scenarios which required an accu- 
rate eye, steady hands and a strong reli- 
ance on tactical movement. During one 


convention. Next year will be even better, 
with prize money getting to those who 
most deserve it.” 
The 1991Three-Gun Match hit the 
mark with competitors and spectators alike. 
What’s next? Well, all 225 shooter 
spots have already been reserved for the 
1992 match, to be held 16-18 September; 
it promises to be the best in years. Join us 
at the 13th Annual SOF Convention to see 
how it comes out. & 
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or the past several years, police 

officers have been invited to take 

part in one of the most challeng- 

ing tactical matches offered in the 
Pacific Northwest: the Al Mar Knives 
(AMK) Law Enforcement Invitational. 
In 1991, 69 competitors entered the 
daylong event. 

“The match is primarily an opportu- 
nity for police officers from different 
agencies to get together and exchange 
information,” said Mar, one of the fore- 
most U.S. knifemakers. “They get a 
chance to compare professional observa- 
tions, equipment, tactics, and so on.” 

Mar holds a reserve commission with 
his local sheriff's department, acting as a 
firearms- and officer-safety instructor. He 
is a noted expert in both areas. Range 
officers for the match once again came 
from Mar’s shooting team. 

“I’m looking for realism,” Mar ex- 
plained. “Police officers have to move, 
shoot, communicate. They need to react 
on a moment's notice, making life-or- 
death decisions. Each stage needs to re- 
flect this kind of thought process.” The 
match provides a competitive atmo- 
sphere, although range officers are quick 
to point out that individual education is 
more important. 

“They're competing against them- 
selves, not other officers or teams,” one 
range officer noted. “This match gives 
them a chance to see where their strengths 
and weaknesses are. By the end of the 
day, each officer knows what he can and 
cannot do when using a handgun, shot- 
gun or rifle.” 

Indeed, more than one officer has 
traded in his trusty six-gun for a high- 
capacity autoloader after running through 


Al Mar (center left), an Oregon reserve 
deputy, oversees every aspect of his 
law enforcement match. 
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One of the most challenging events was 
a mock street shooting, complete with 
police vehicle, bystanders, building- 
entry requirements and good guy/bad 
guy targets. Duty weapons were only 
firearms allowed. 


multiple-target stages such as the 
“Crack House.” 

“I’ve carried my revolver for 17 years 
now,” one of last year’s competitors la- 
mented, “but I’m getting a Glock [pistol] 
next week. You can’t reload fast enough if 
there are several targets popping out at 
you within seconds of each other. Times 
on the street have changed, and I guess I 
need to as well.” 

Mar’s matches are recognized by 
Oregon’s law-enforcement training cen- 
ter, and points are given to officers who 
attend the shoot. “Our match is run as 
safely as any police range in the state,” he 
noted. “The difference is we are able to 
run very realistic stages that most law 


All match stations are tactical 
scenarios. More than one officer has 
turned in his trusty revolver for a high- 
capacity automatic pistol! after shooting 
this event. 


enforcement agencies tend to shy away 
from. The guys who come here are inter- 
ested in honing their street skills — seeing 
what it is they’re doing either right or 
wrong. The street is far different from the 
range, as anyone can tell you.” 

Mar also believes in introducing new 
weapons systems to the officers. He has 
brought a fully automatic shotgun onto 
the range, as well as exotic sniper systems 
and optics. Many range officers also take 
part in competition, showing they can keep 
up with the best of them. 

The AMK Invitational consists of six 
individual stages. All feature multiple tar- 
gets, which may be steel plates or pop-up 
humanoid representations. A sniper stage 
was introduced last year, and well received 
by various department tactical teams. Run- 
ning, dodging, crawling and jumping are 
commonplace activities for these officers, 
with handcuffing downed “suspects” and 
dragging wounded “partners” out of the 
line of fire encountered also. 

“Ever try to cuff a suspect while stay- 
ing under cover?” Mar asked. “Here, we 
make that experience available to you. 
From there, you’re expected to engage 


Continued on Page 71 
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Rioting in downtown 
L.A. at City Hall, — 
police headquarters, 
courthouse and 
L.A. Times building 
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ZONE 
LOS ANGELES 





t was sort of like waking up in the 
middle of a post-nuclear disaster movie. 
Thinking back, I realized I had seen the 
first signs of the cataclysm while driving 
home on the freeway. Just before the turn- 
off onto Interstate Highway 10, I noticed 
helicopters over Los Angeles and a smoky 
haze to the southeast, but had thought 
nothing of it. 

When I walked in my door, the mes- 
sage light on my answering machine was 
blinking. I pushed it on and heard a num- 
ber of familiar voices, all wanting to know 
if I was all right: Why the hell wouldn’t I 
be all right? 

I called my friend Shae LeMone, a mys- 
tery writer who is easily distinguished from 
most of the rest of that breed by the fact 
that he is 6 feet 3 inches tall, black and 
wears dreadlocks to the middle of his back. 
Shae is a big, easygoing, friendly guy, but 
nobody ever messes with him. 

“What’s going on?” I asked. 

“Aw man,” he replied, “I went down 
there. What a scene! It’s not just blacks — 
it’s everybody. They broke the windows 
on my van.” 

“What the fuck are you talking about?” 
I demanded. “I’ve been in class all night.” 

“The Rodney King verdict is in,” Shae 
said. “It didn’t go over real well. South 
Central is burning like Rome. Turn on 
your TV.” 

I hung up and turned on the television 
just in time to see some poor schmuck 
getting the shit kicked out of him by what 
looked like a black gang. This was fol- 
lowed by coverage of stores being looted 
by racially mixed crowds, along with re- 
ports on the fires burning all over South 
Central Los Angeles. 
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In a weird combination of 
“The Price Is Right" and 
Dante’s Inferno, a looter 


pushes shopping 














Left: Police patrol in armored orate 
rescue vehicle. Riot was eventually 
put down as police were joined by 
troops from National Guard, U.S. Army 
and Marine Corps. Photo: Burrows/ 
Gamma-Liaison | 





I ran out on the terrace. I could hear 
lots of sirens and gunshots, but these are 
always heard in my neighborhood. Look- 
ing toward South Central, I couldn’t see 
much. According to TV news, the action 
was three or four miles away, but it was 
heading my way. 


When the original verdict came in on 
Wednesday afternoon, 29 April, acquit- 
ting three officers of the Los Angeles Po- 
lice Department (LAPD) — Sergeant Stacy 
C. Koon, Officer Timothy Briseno, and 
Timothy Wind, a former officer — of all 
charges in the Rodney King beating, while 
acquitting Officer Laurence Powell on all 
charges except one that deadlocked the 
jury, many LAPD officers were relieved. 
They had expected guilty verdicts. 

Officers had been on the receiving end 
of taunts and catcalls ever since the video- 
taped beating incident, so some of them 
felt somewhat vindicated. There were also 
many police among them who disagreed 
with the verdict, but almost all officers 
hoped this would take the heat off. 

Those with an ear close to the street 
knew better. The verdict was well received 
by few others in Los Angeles. And in the 
depressed South Central area, a 46-square- 
mile section plagued by poverty, gangs 
and crime, the aquittals sparked instant 
rage. 

At about 1630, LAPD officers Kris 
Owen and Steve Zaby answered a distur- 
bance call. Six black men were bashing in 
car windows and lights with baseball bats. 
When their patrol car arrived, it was show- 
ered with a barrage of bricks and bottles. 
Nearby, another pair of officers attempted 
to help the driver of a Volvo whose wind- 
shield had been smashed and his car at- 
tacked. 

Before he could disperse the men break- 
ing car windows, Zaby had to break off 
and assist a Hispanic couple and their baby. 
They had been attacked inside their car 
and the couple beaten. Owen and Zaby got 
the family in their patrol car and roared 
off to the hospital. 

By this time, there were approximately 
30 officers at the corner of Normandie 
and Florence avenues. Officer Perry 
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Alvarez chased down a young man of about 
19 who had been throwing rocks at patrol 
cars. As Alvarez attempted to shove him 
into his cruiser, his mother came up and 
screamed, “Don’t take my baby!” A crowd 
surged in on officers who had, by this 
time, formed a skirmish line. Police had 
no witnesses to the rock-throwing, so fi- 
nally they let the kid go. Not that the mob 
was in any way pacified. When officers 
told anyone to get back, they were taunted, 
“What’cha gonna do, Rodney King me?” 

Black officers took more abuse than 
anybody. “Oreo ... Uncle Tom ... sellout,” 
were among the kindest terms leveled at 
black officers. There were numerous threats 
of further reprisals against them. “Gang- 
bangers” in the mob had a chant of their 
own: “It’s UZI time!” 

There were hundreds in the crowd now, 
and the officers were surrounded. Lieu- 
tenant Mike Moulin, commander of the 
77th Street Division, led a group of 25 
police in, but then determined his force 
was inadequate and simply a focal point 
for further violence. “Everybody out,” he 
ordered. 

The cops regrouped at their command 


post at the 54th Street and Arlington Av- — 


enue RTD bus station. Moulin was on the 
horn trying to get a clear set of orders, but 
was coming up empty. His officers sat by 
their cars seething, wanting to go back. 
“Metro’s trained for this,’ Moulin told 
them. “Metro’s going in.” 

Metro is an inclusive term for special- 
ized units, such as SWAT teams. But who- 
ever told Moulin that Metro was going in 
forgot to tell Metro. The mob remained 
unchecked. 

As the 77th Street officers fretted and 
cursed, they heard transmissions from other 
divisions that had answered calls in 77th's 
territory. They listened as those units came 
under fire trying to cross gang territories 
that the 77th Street cops would have known 
to drive around or go through in force. 


National Guardsman with M16/203 has 
no 203-rounds, and his magazine is 
empty. Nevertheless, rioting calmed 
down as soon as troops were deployed. 
Photo: Robert Walchlii 


By second day of rioting, the streets of 
South Central L.A. looked like Beirut. 
Photo: Robert Walchli 


Still, Moulin didn’t send them in. He’s 
now being second-guessed for that by ev- 
eryone above him in the department, but 
most of his superiors appeared at the 
command post, where nobody counter- 
manded his order. 

By 1830 hours, several-hundred dem- 
onstrators congregated outside Parker Cen- 
ter police headquarters in downtown Los 
Angeles. The crowd began to throw rocks, 
smash windows and burn a kiosk. Others 
trashed nearby buildings and tied up traf- 
fic on the Hollywood Freeway. 

Meanwhile, back at ground zero, in a 
scene captured by a helicopter camera crew 
and televised live, Reginald O. Denny was 
being dragged from his gravel truck and 
beaten senseless by four gang-bangers. 

Lieutenant Bruce Hager was in com- 
mand at the 77th Street station. On televi- 
sion, from the helicopter shot, he saw the 
four drag Denny from his truck. There 
were 12 officers in the station, but only 
one car. The others were at the command 
post at 54th and Arlington. Hagerty led a 
group of five detectives in to attempt a 
rescue, but they were forced to turn back 
by sniper fire. 

It should be noted here that Denny was 
rescued by four bystanders, all of whom 
were black people from the neighborhood 
who put themselves at considerable risk. 
There were many incidents like this 
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throughout the city. 

Looting went into high gear. The mob 
began burning buildings in South Los An- 
geles. The first fire call was received about 
1930. By 2000 hours, rioting had spread 
to Inglewood. Mayor Tom Bradley de- 
clared a state of emergency. At this point 
California Gov. Pete Wilson decided to 
send in the National Guard. And that’s 
when Moulin sent the 77th Street cops 
back into the streets. 

Firefighters were swamped with calls, 
and frequently came under sniper fire them- 
selves. Unless guarded by police, they had 
few techniques to protect themselves. They 
parked their trucks as shields. If a struc- 
ture was buming so briskly that they would 
have to enter to handle it, they just let it 
go. This was a lesson learned during the 
Watts riots of 1965: If you go in and leave 
one man on the hose and another on the 
hydrant, those guys are alone and poten- 
tially in serious trouble. It’s not worth it 
— let it burn. 

Because of sniper fire and smoke over 
the affected area, the Federal Aviation 
Administration shifted the landing pattern 
for Los Angeles International Airport out 
over the ocean. By the end of the riot’s 
first day, 10 people were dead, nine from 
gunshot wounds. Two-dozen were admit- 
ted to the emergency room at Martin 
Luther King Jr./Drew Medical Center. 


I got up early the next morning and 
called my folks. I didn’t know what they’d 
seen on the tube the night before, but I 
figured they’d be worried by now. Then I 
turned on the television and was unable to 
tear myself away for the rest of the day. It 
was like watching a remake of “Night of 
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A knife fight erupts at a McDonald's on 
Martin Luther King Blvd. in South 
Central L.A. Man in blue with knife 
eventually ran into restaurant to take 
refuge; second guy smashed in door 
with bat. Photo: Robert Walchli 


the Living Dead.” 

There were more than 100 fires burn- 
ing; throughout the day, I watched fires 
and rioting move from miles away to right 
around my corner. The fire department 
was being shot at by snipers; it had to be 
guarded by almost the entire police force 
in order to fight the blazes. 

Every once in a while, I’d wander out 
on my terrace to check the smoke. At first 
it was a haze on the horizon, then a pall. 
Helicopters circled overhead or flew swiftly 
toward the smoke clouds. All day, calls 
came in from distant friends as far away 
as Australia, checking on my welfare. 

On my terrace, the smoke was thick 
and acrid. Now the entire city was suf- 
fused with it. I was reminded of those 
times after a firefight when the cordite 
smoke hung thick in the jungle. But this 
was worse: It was ugly, corrosive stuff, 
and it was everywhere. 

My favorite quote of the day was from 
a woman TV newscaster caught in a 
crossfire between some Korean merchants 
and a bunch of looters. Her cameraman 
got a great shot of a Korean pharmacist in 
baggy khaki pants, windbreaker and base- 
ball cap low over the eyes, blazing away 
from a classic Weaver stance. 

“If I’d wanted this, I’d have gone to 
Beirut when I had the chance,” the re- 
porter muttered. “Let’s get out of here.” 


Earlier, at midnight, Gov. Wilson had 
announced his plans to send in the Na- 
tional Guard and the California Highway 
Patrol. Shortly after this, three looters were 
killed in a high-speed chase with the 
Beverly Hills Police Department. At that 
point, Mayor Bradley instituted a curfew. 
By this time more than three fires per 
minute were being reported. The L.A. Fire 
Department didn’t have one-tenth the re- 
sources to keep up with them. 

There were 2,000 guardsmen in the 
initial call-up. They were gathered at their 
armories by 0800 Thursday morning, but 
their ammo wasn’t, and many guardsmen 
were untrained for this kind of duty. Units 
began intense riot-control training. They 
had nothing else to do, since plans for 
their deployment were only then being 
made, and they had no ammo. 

At 0930 Thursday morning, Los Ange- 
les’ Mayor Bradley, flanked by Fire Chief 
Donald Manning and Police Chief Darryl 
Gates, held a press conference. 

The relationship between Gates and 
Bradley is an interesting one. In most cit- 
ies, the police chief is subordinate to the 
mayor; in Los Angeles he is insubordi- 
nate. He works for the Police Commis- 
sion; an independent agency. Gates and 
Bradley are not warm friends. Until this 
press conference, they had not spoken to 
each other in 13 months. 

Meanwhile, the mob grew to tens of 
thousands looting stores in South Los An- 
geles, Koreatown, Hollywood, Mid- 
Wilshire, Watts and Westwood. They also 
hit more sparsely in Beverly Hills, 
Compton, Culver City, Hawthorne, Long 
Beach, Norwalk and Pomona. 

People started to stock up on gas and 
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groceries, realizing there wouldn’t be any 
the next day, possibly not for a long time 
to come. Government offices, businesses, 
shopping malls, schools, colleges, profes- 
sional and amateur athletic events, and 
mail services were all shut down in the 
heavily affected areas. Also, a power out- 
age left thousands in the dark. 

Between 1200 and 1430 Thursday, the 
Guard, now fully armed, locked and loaded 
to hit the bricks patrolling in the heavily 
hit areas. By then, smoke along Washing- 
ton Boulevard had become so thick that 
Blue Line train operators couldn’t see 
through it. The line was shut down and 
passengers were bussed to a clear area. 

At 1530, U.S. Attorney General Wil- 
liam P. Barr announced that the Justice 
Department would resume its investiga- 
tion of possible civil rights violations in 
the King beating case. 

Later that afternoon, Gov. Wilson held 
another news conference, urging a state- 
wide end to the violence and promising 
increased law enforcement to bring the 
riots under control. Curfews were imposed 
that evening in Carson, Culver City, 
Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Huntington 
Park, Inglewood, Long Beach, Pomona, 
San Fernando, Torrance and West Holly- 
wood. A countywide curfew was also im- 
posed. 

Gov. Wilson took a helicopter tour of 
the area Thursday evening, and shortly 
thereafter ordered 6,000 more Guard troops 
mobilized, requesting the assis- 
tance of federal troops. Twenty- 
five more persons died Thursday, 
and there were about 600 injuries, 
1,000 fires, 750 arrests and an es- 
timated $250 million in property 
damages. 


By changing channels every 
time the action flagged, it was pos- 
sible to orchestrate wonderful tele- 
vision. CLICK: Helicopter shot of 
dozens of plumes of black smoke. 
CLICK: Reporter in front of a jos- 
tling mob; reporter questions, 
“How can these people deal with 


56 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MEDICINA FAMILIAR] 





CLINICA 
SALVADOR DEL NUNDO 


their pain... ” while behind her the crowd 
whistles and grins as they flash V-signs 
and call out, “Hi, mom!” CLICK: Some 
asshole in a suit, explaining it all. He 
opens his mouth to speak ... CLICK. 


Mayor Bradley and Gov. Wilson, who 
apparently get along much better than Bra- 
dley and Gates do, burned the midnight 
oil late Thursday. At 0115 Friday morn- 
ing, they got on a conference call with 
President Bush and his advisers. It lasted 
until 0530. The topic: deployment of fed- 
eral troops. At 0700 Friday morning, the 
pair announced 3,000 to 4,000 federal 
troops would be deployed in Los Angeles 
County, while 1,000 riot-trained federal 
officers would be sent into the city. 

Even as the two officials spoke, a three- 
man LAPD patrol came under fire. Three 
to a patrol car was standard by this time. 
And even at that early hour on Friday, 
people started lining up at post offices for 
the mail they hadn’t gotten the day before: 
It was check day. 

On Friday, actor Edward James Olmos 
hit the streets with a broom. He became a 
janitorial pied piper. Hundreds of volun- 
teers came out with brooms and mops to 
clean up the city. The cleaner-uppers were 


National Guard troops called up by 
Gov. Wilson; races and sexes worked 
together. Note how M16s have no 
magazines. 

Photo: Robert Watchii 





Wary troopers in front of graffiti that 
expresses rioters’ views perfectly. 
Photo: Robert Walchii 


as racially mixed as the looters had been. 
Indeed, many of them may have been the 
same people. 


A lot of people in the street found out 
things about themselves they hadn’t known 
before. Many found their stool had be- 
come runny, but others found reserves of 
courage and determination. 

My favorite was Jodi Baskerville, a 
Channel-2 reporter. I’d never seen her on 
camera before, or maybe I just hadn’t 
noticed a tiny young woman in a TV suit 
with TV hair. But this day, she was out 
there in jeans and sneaks, totally jazzed 
and the hell with the hair. She started out 
doing a stand-up about a riot victim on 
the ground, then blew that off to organize 
the crowd and start first aid on the guy. 

The anchor cut away to avoid compro- 
mising her journalistic objectivity. But I 
was proud of my chosen profession at that 
moment. 


There were no major fires Saturday — 
not much violence at all. The presence of 
troops seemed to have calmed things down. 

Later that morning, Bradley went on 
television again to announce a prohibition 
on sales of ammo and on gasoline, except 
for automobile use. He also established 
the previous piecemeal restrictions as one 
dawn-to-dusk curfew throughout the city. 

That afternoon more than 1,000 Ko- 
rean citzens gathered at the Western Av- 
enue and Wilshire Boulevard intersection 
to protest looting and burnings of their 
businesses. While this demonstration was 
in progress, it was announced from Wash- 
ington, D.C., that a federal grand jury had 
been convened to look into possible viola- 
tions of King’s civil rights by the four 
LAPD officers. 

The feds were moving swiftly on all 
fronts. From 1500-1700 hours, U.S. Ma- 
rines from Camp Pendleton and units of 
the 7th Light Infantry Division began ar- 
riving at Marine air stations in Tustin and 
El Toro, just south of Los Angeles. By 
this time, more than 4,000 National 
Guardsmen were deployed on the streets. 

Looters arrested in the first three days 
of rioting were scheduled for arraignment 
at 0800 on Saturday, but the court couldn’t 
get squared away to handle the 
influx until noon. 

At 1100, an estimated 30,000 
people marched in support of the 
Korean merchants. Bradley an- 
nounced that the curfew would be 
in effect indefinitely. The mayor 
also named Peter Ueberroth to 
head the cleanup effort. At the 
same conference, Wilson an- 
nounced that President Bush had 
declared Los Angeles a disaster 
area. 

By then, the death toll was up 
to 45; injuries were past 2,000, 


AUGUST 92 





and there were 7,500 arrests. 


When fire and looting were reported in 
the mall at Sunset and LaBrea, I decided I 
had to see it. So I went for a stroll in the 
‘hood. It’s less than a five-minute walk to 
the area in question. 

I sat on a wall across the parking lot 
and watched the Silo electronics store get 
cleaned out. Somebody came strolling out 
with a duplicate of the boombox I'd paid 
just under $300 for. The windows were 
busted out of a couple of fast-food joints, 
but a huge jar of mustard isn’t much loot. 

This was not a particularly ethnic mob. 
Mostly it was your basic Hollywood trash. 
A young woman painted like a ghoul, in 
lingerie and combat boots, came out of 
the 7-11 with a bag of almond M&Ms in 
one hand and a Coors Lite in the other. 
Behind her, two rock-’n’-roll sleazebags 
tried to remove an entire video 
game. 

Finally, some cops came 
and made the mob put down 
their loot. They didn’t arrest 
anybody. Probably attracted 
by the fact that I was the only 
person there not moving, a cop 
suggested I leave. 

I carefully unlocked my 
back door that night. I didn’t 
think anybody would come, but 
if they did, I didn’t want the 
door knocked off its hinges 
before I blew them back 
through it. 

Things started going back to normal by 
Sunday. Bradley announced he would lift 
the curfew on Monday. A new record for 
inmates at the county jail was set: 25,000. 

The city had calmed down the instant 
the troops were deployed. Most Guard in- 
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Amid the hatred and destruction, a sign 
reminds those who have forgotten that 


_ all men are created equal. 


Photo: Jim Morris 


teractions were with people wanting to 
bring them something better to eat than 
MREs. Except for one guy who tried to 
run them down with his Toyota. They tried 
to be cool about it, but when somebody 
aims his car at you three or four times and 
tries to run you down, you have to do 
something. In this case, guardsmen blew 
the dude’s shit smooth away. 

By Monday it was pretty much over, 
except for troops still on the street. The 
cleanup efforts had been successful. Neater, 
more immaculate rubble would be hard to 
imagine; Beirut’s chamber of commerce 
would have been damned impressed. 

As usual with events of this kind, sig- 


A young woman painted like a 
ghoul, in lingerie and combat 
boots, came out of the 7-11 

with a bag of almond M&Ms in 
one hand and a Coors Lite in 


the other. 


nificant points tend to get lost and sim- 
plistic solutions get applied. One myth 
that has grown up around the riots is that 
they were purely racial. Blacks made up a 
majority of the rioters, but barely so. There 
were plenty of Hispanics, and plenty of 


whites as well. 

Another myth is that the solution to 
this problem is to throw money at it. This 
wasn’t about money; it was about sir and 
ma’am and please and thank you. 

When I was a teenager in Oklahoma 
City, we had a juvenile delinquency scare. 
Being 16, black or white, was considered 
prima facie evidence of criminal intent, 
and the wrong haircut and a traffic viola- 
tion could lead to having your face used to 
wax the hood of a squad car. 

There have been recent stories in the 
Los Angeles Times of well-known young 
black actors and athletes such as Blair 
Underwood of “L.A. Law,” Wesley Snipes 
and Olympic athlete Al Joyner all being 
rousted by the LAPD under the assump- 
tion that a young black guy in a neat car 
must be a dope dealer or pimp or, hell, 
who knows? Let’s bust him and find out. 
If these guys get hassled, we 
have to assume it’s a whole 
lot worse for people who are 
not celebrities. 

Let’s assume for a second 
that the vast majority of 
LAPD officers are impeccable 
in their community relations. 
Not good enough — 15% can 
make the whole bunch look 
like assholes. 

And the cops have a 
legitimate bitch, too. They’re 
sure, and are probably right, 
that any use of force now 
will subject them to being 
second-guessed and disciplined by a board 
which has no concept of what it’s 
like to face a giant PCP-addled geek when 
you're over-the-top on adrenaline. Psy- 


Continued on page 74 
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Wounded and weary, cavalrymen of C Company rest in trench, trying to escape grazing fire of North 
Vietnamese automatic weapons. For battlefield identification, C Company troops painted circles an 
helmets: A Company used triangles. 
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“PRETTY GOOD 





LITTLE FIGHT” 


2/7 CAV BATTLES AND 
BLEEDS AI LZ 4 


by Bob Poos 


Last month, in Part I of this story, we 
left author Bob Poos and photographer 
Henri Huet with A Company, 2nd Battal- 
ion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, surrounded and 
under heavy fire on the Bong Son plain, 
Vietnam. 

As part of Operation Masher, A Com- 
pany had landed without opposition at 
LZ 2 and marched north. When they 
reached the rice field immediately south- 
west of LZ 4, they came under heavy fire. 
All three platoons maneuvered to cross 
the flooded field to their front, taking heavy 
casualties in the effort. They consolidated 
in a cemetery and large trench that formed 
one side of a rice paddy dike. Outnum- 
bered and virtually surrounded, 2/7 Cav 
fought throughout the day, and individual 
acts of bravery became commonplace. 

Company medic Thomas Cole, hit just 
below the eye with an AK-47 round, 
cleaned his own wound, bandaged it him- 
self and then tended to other casualties — 
a sergeant crawled through withering fire 
three times to rescue injured comrades. 
Again and again, platoons with too little 
artillery and no air support would ad- 
vance using burial mounds of an ancient 
Vietnamese cemetery for cover, then try a 
rush for enemy bunkers, only to be driven 
back by concentrated fire. 

They were short on ammunition and it 
had begun to rain, making aerial resupply 
unlikely. 

s darkness began to envelope 
A LZ 4, A Company began to strip 

weapons, ammunition and gre- 

nades from the dead and badly 
wounded for use by the living. 

Captain Joel Sugdinnis beckoned Henri 
and me over to him. “This is going to be a 
long night,” he said. “Could you guys go 
over there among the wounded and do 
whatever you can?” 

I told him of course we would, volun- 
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teering to arm myself with something other 
than the 9mm Browning pistol I was car- 
rying in order to maintain whatever pe- 
rimeter security I could. 

Cole had created a makeshift hospital 
at one end of the trench — a combination 





A Company, 2/7 Cav sheltered near 
cemetery through the night of 

28 January 1966. C Company, initially 
dropped in four different locations on 
the sandy plain, regrouped and moved 
south to join A Company. The next 
morning two companies of the 2/12 Cav 
marched in from the south and attacked 
fortified enemy positions on right flank. 


infirmary and morgue. The dead were in- 
termingled with the wounded, the only 
difference being that the dead were 
wrapped up in ponchos, faces covered. 
Cole moved among them all, giving aid 


where he could, covering a man up when 
he had to, amidst the rain, explosions and 
rifle or machine-gun fire snapping just 
overhead. 

Henri and I placed ourselves at Cole’s 
disposal; he asked if we would act as se- 
curity watch for this stretch of trench. | 
had my sidearm, for whatever good it might 
do if we were overrun. Henri did not carry 
a weapon, believing strongly that news- 
men should not. But he said he would 
wake me during his watch if it should 
become necessary. 

As we were settling in for a long, mis- 
erable, cold and wet night, an incident 
occurred which remains as one of the most 
poignant memories I have of Vietnam. A 
young soldier whose jungle fatigue uni- 
form was but a collection of bloody rags 
spoke to me in a matter-of-fact tone. 

“I’m goin’ to die,” he said. “And that’s 
OK. I don’t mind ... but I would have 
liked to have seen my folks once more 
first ... and that’s not going to happen.” 
He paused, then said, “I’m awful thirsty. 
Could I have a drink of water?” 

I had two almost-full canteens, but the 
soldier, a blue-eyed blond youth, was 
clearly shot through the stomach several 
times, probably the victim of a machine- 
gun burst. I knew that it was a policy 
never to give a stomach wound victim any 
kind of drink or food, because it would 
almost certainly cause fatal peritonitis of 
the intestinal tract. 

I looked up at Cole, who leaned over 
the wounded man. He nodded; that told 
me the trooper had no chance of survival, 
and there was no reason to deprive him of 
a small drink of water if that would make 
him more comfortable. 

Pulling the plastic canteen out of its 
canvas pouch, I unscrewed the cap and 
handed it over. The soldier took a couple 
of swallows, coughed once slightly, then 
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Captured Viet Cong is questioned by Cav 
troops during daylong battle at LZ 4. 


his arm relaxed; the canteen fell from his 
hand, its water draining into the 
wet sand. 

Cole felt the young man’s pulse and 
looked closely into his eyes, then pulled a 
poncho over the dead man’s face and 
crawled off down the trench, tending to 
other wounded who might survive. 

After dark, Cole had some unexpected 
patients — an entire Vietnamese civilian 
family of a half-dozen, ranging from an 
elderly woman down to a child barely out 
of the infant stage who was badly wounded 
and crying. Cole treated them all as best 
he could with what little he had — GI 
bandages, wound powder and a Syrette of 
morphine for the tot, but the child was too 
badly hurt and so died during the night. 

The family began crying with grief and 
fright. A soldier called out in a harsh croak 
from a parched throat, “Get ‘em to quiet 
down ... snipers.” 

Otherwise no American soldier, 
wounded or not, uttered a sound that night, 
despite dreadfully painful wounds, the 
chilling rain and the torment from hunger 
and thirst. Some of them died. 


Welcome To The Infantry 


An hour or so after dark, there was a 
development that may have saved A Com- 
pany from being wiped out. Despite the 
rain, which fell heavier as the night wore 
on, there came the clear sound of an ap- 
proaching helicopter, its rotor blades bat- 
tling against the showers and wind. No 
other aircraft had been in the air for hours. 

But this one, a Huey, the personal com- 
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mand ship of 3rd Brigade com- 
mander Hal Moore, was manned 
by volunteers willing to face the 
elements, as well as certain 
heavy antiaircraft fire, in order 
to bring in at least one load of 
supplies to the surrounded com- 
pany. 

The crew must have known 
this would be a one-way trip. 
And so it was, as a storm of 
heavy and light machine-gun fire 
greeted the chopper as it drew 
near. You could clearly hear the 
thwacks as bullets impacted the 
fuselage. 

Suddenly the Huey appeared 
just yards overhead, headed 
down and out of control. It 
crashed into the flooded paddy 
A Company had earlier charged 
over — just at the edge of the 
higher ground the Americans 
now occupied. 

Against my better judgment, 
I found myself crawling toward 
the wreckage, accompanied by 
a couple less-badly wounded 
men. I don’t know what we ex- 
pected to find, but it wasn’t what 
we did encounter — the 
chopper’s crew of four, 
uninjured. 

One of them demanded, 
“What the hell’s happening — what’s go- 
ing on?” 

The voice came from the crew mem- 
ber closest to me. I extended a hand to 
help him onto dry ground and said, “I 
think you just joined the infantry.” 

“Looks like that, don’t it?” he replied. 

Other GIs were also assisting crewmen 
onto higher ground and guiding the air- 
craft commander and co-pilot to Sugdinnis’ 
command post at the far side of the trench. 
Then the troopers learned that aboard the 
Huey was a cargo much more precious at 
this moment than any amount of monetary 
wealth: cases of M16 ammunition and hand 
grenades. (There were also a few cases of 
mortar rounds, because nobody had told 
the volunteer crew that A Company did 
not have any mortars due to an earlier 
plane crash.) 

Noncoms assembled a line of men to 
hand the cases bucket-brigade fashion from 
the downed ship to positions in the trench, 
where they were broken open and their 
contents handed out. 

Now, everyone knew that if the North 
Vietnamese did attempt a mass charge in 
an effort to overrun A Company at first 
light, as expected, they would pay an ex- 
tremely high price for it. 

I think that this was the point when 
A Company began believing it might live 
through another day. 

North Vietnamese fire had dwindled to 
incoming shots from a few treetop snip- 
ers, and also the occasional mortar round, 
most of them landing either long or short 
of their mark. Those of us still in the open 


crawled back to the protective trench. 

I managed to find my way back to my 
former position and slid down alongside 
Henri to inform him things might be look- 
ing up. He told me to try to get some sleep 
and that he’d maintain security for the 
wounded. 

It never occurred to me that I actually 
would sleep. But I did, and remained so 
until Henri shook my shoulder when a 
slight gray broke through the darkness in 
a false dawn. The real one came along a 
few minutes later; it revealed a heavy, low 
overcast. But the torrential rain had di- 
minished to an intermittent drizzle that 
steadily became lighter. It was perfectly 
quiet, as if the heavy atmosphere were a 
blanket shutting out all sound. 


Mad Minute 


Then a roar of noise shattered the si- 
lence, as every soldier in A Company si- 
multaneously touched the trigger of every 
rifle, machine gun or pistol at hand, most 
of them on full automatic. It was the 
Cavalry’s “mad minute,” a tactic invented 
in the Ia Drang to clear snipers from tree- 
tops. Here, it brought down at least one of 
them, who crashed through the palm fronds 
that had concealed him — he landed with 
a soft thump on the sodden ground. 

Silence returned suddenly as troopers 
dropped empty magazines, crammed new 
ones into M16s and threaded new belts 
into M60 machine guns. And then A Com- 
pany came slowly alive like a wounded 
but still dangerous animal. 

Men began moving around in the 
trench, the wounded wriggling in futile 
efforts to get more comfortably settled in 
their rain- and blood-soaked clothing and 
bandages; the unwounded cleaned weap- 
ons or examined equipment to ensure ev- 
ery necessary item functioned. Sugdinnis, 
his forward observer and the senior offic- 
ers all spoke into radio handsets. 

There were also bucolic sounds and 
sights, strangely out of place in this scene 
of blood, suffering and death. A rooster 


_ crowed somewhere in his own personal 


announcement of the new day. Scrawny 
little chickens pecked in the mud, while a 
small pig rooted into a litter of discarded 
bloody bandages and empty C-ration cans, 
which some men had apparently been able 
to open and eat during the night. 

Litter and battle debris were scattered 
all around: discarded helmets and web gear, 
North Vietnamese and American alike — 
empty magazines and thousands of spent 
cartridges — .223s from M16s, 7.62mm 
from M60 machine guns and all the brass 
of various Soviet weapons the North Viet- 
namese had expended before they fled; 
weapons dropped by the killed and 
wounded of either side, or discarded as 
unusable because of jams or lack of am- 
munition. 

Sugdinnis had pulled in his listening 
posts just before daybreak. Now the 
unwounded and a few lightly wounded 
men of A Company began reforming into 
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fire teams and squads, once more to try 
breaking through the distant bunker line 
— or at least carry out a spoiling attack 
against an anticipated Vietnamese mass 
assault. 

For reasons unknown, the communists 
had not made a night attack, nor had they 
made any aggressive demonstrations so 
far this moming. Rifle bullets snapped by 
here and there but they were relatively 
few, at least compared to the blizzards of 
fire yesterday. Men even crawled around 
on their hands and knees, or moved in a 
low crouch. 


Hooch Sweet Hooch 


A South Korean Marine officer who 
had accompanied the Cav as a liaison from 
his parent unit poked his head over the 
trench lip and beckoned with his hand. 

“Hey,” he said, “there’s an empty hooch 
a few meters away over here. Let’s check 
it out. Might be able to get dry in there.” 

I was reluctant to leave the protective 
embrace of that trench, but I was even 
more cold, wet and miserable than I was 
afraid of being hit by incoming rounds. 
We crept over to the structure, a familiar 
rural Vietnamese house: adobe-like walls 
and thatched roof, with a front door and 
shuttered windows on each side. Just in- 
side the open doorway lay some kind of 
metallic contraption. 

“I wonder if that’s a booby trap,” I 
remarked. 

“I don’t give a fuck what it is,” snapped 
the Korean, “this is my hooch.” 

He stood up, kicked the object into the 
house and leapt back behind the wall. I 
expected a loud explosion and a dead Ko- 
rean Marine, but nothing happened. In- 
side, we found the usual for such a place 
— wooden table and chairs, a frame bed- 
stead with a straw mattress and a fireplace 
with wood stacked nearby. 

“You watch out the window for bad 
guys,” the Korean said, “and Ill get a fire 
going.” He soon had this accomplished 
and in a matter of minutes we were warm 
and dry. It was a remarkable contrast to 
the previous 18 hours or so. 

After a while I noticed something had 
changed, and for a few minutes I couldn’t 
figure out what it was. Then it became 
evident: No more rain fell and, in fact, the 
sun was trying to force its way through the 
overcast. 

“That’s good news,” the Korean said. 
“Now maybe they’ll get some air support 
in here.” As he spoke, it was clear that A 
Company was preparing to resume its work 
of fighting the war. Thus, it was time for 
me to do my job reporting it. 

The Korean’s prediction soon came true 
as the battle reopened with an air strike 
delivered by a flight of four A1-E Skyraider 
propeller-driven dive bombers from the 
Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF). Skyraiders 
were the best infantry support planes of 
all those used in the war, and VNAF pilots 
were among the most daring of any fliers 
from the Allied forces. With the commu- 
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nists pinned down in their bunkers, at least 
temporarily, by the Skyraider bombs, na- 
palm and rockets, I was able to rejoin my 
friends in the right flank platoon, dug in 
once again and waiting for directions. 
We heard the unmistakable sound of 
movement in the brush outside the perim- 
eter. Two or three soldiers aimed M16s in 
the general direction, but held their fire. 

“If that’s A- 2/7 over there, don’t 
shoot,” a voice called out from behind a 
clump of bushes. “I’m the point for 2/12.” 

An A Company trooper told the un- 
seen speaker to show himself; a head poked 
out cautiously from behind the foliage. It 
was a black face under a camouflage hel- 
met and it was beautiful. We soon learned 
that this company had made a predawn 
overland forced march to reinforce with 
their brothers in the 7th. 

Soon after, the thumping of helicopter 
rotor blades announced more reinforce- 
ments, among them my friend, Colonel 
Hal Moore, commander of both 7th Cav- 
alry battalions that composed the 3rd Bri- 
gade since the time this division had ar- 
rived in Vietnam. 

People in other choppers following 
Moore’s began hopping out; I recognized 
many of them as colleagues from the press 
corps in Vietnam. Moore spotted me and 
walked over. “Looks like you found your- 
self a pretty good little fight,” he grinned 
while looking around with eyes experi- 
enced at assessing such situations in Ko- 
rea and Vietnam, including the 7th’s Ia 
Drang Valley battles. 

Then Moore nodded at the newly ar- 
rived reporters and cameramen milling 
around Sugdinnis’ command group. 
“They’re too late,” he said. “We’re going 
to take care of those North Viet- 
namese before they even get an 
idea of what’s going on.” 

“What’s your plan now?” I 
asked. 

“Me? Why, I’m going to 
round up a couple of soldiers 
and go over and take that bunker 
over there,” he said. “Want to 
come along?” 

Strangely, I did. Moore was 
the kind of man who inspired 
confidence in people. It was 
good just to be around him; you 
somehow knew he would be suc- 
cessful in whatever mission he 
undertook. 

But I could see Henri, 
crouched alongside an about-to- 
depart Huey, waving me over; I 
knew he was anxious to get this 
story and his photos onto the As- 
sociated Press wires. So was I, 
for that matter, and I was re- 
lieved to be leaving this place of 
death and pain. 

Yet I was also sorry to be 
abandoning the soldiers of A 
Company. I had the feeling I was 
letting them down — I was 
ashamed that soon I would be in 





a relatively safe place, doing what I got 
paid for, while they had to continue doing 
what soldiers do: fight, bleed and die. 

My final view of LZ 4 was out the 
open door of a Huey as it lurched up and 
away. My only companions other than 
Henri were the half-dozen poncho wrapped 
bodies of A Company’s dead. 

But A Company’s survivors along with 
the remnants of C Company, the relief 
force, did indeed clear out the bunker line 
and spent several more days pursuing rem- 
nants of the communist forces until no 
more could be found. 

So that’s at least some of the story not 
revealed in the after-action report. There 
was much more, of course, because in any 
battle a participant is only aware of devel- 
opments he himself witnesses or hears 
about firsthand. And even though I had 
the advantage of free movement and fur- 
ther communication with Henri, there nev- 
ertheless were many more scenes that nei- 
ther of us witnessed. 

But there is one further footnote to 
A Company’s accomplishments — it 
comes at the very end of the after-action 
summary and reads thus: 


Totals for Operation Masher: 
VC KIA (body count) 503 
VC KIA (estimated) 755 
VC WIA (estimated) 357 
VC Captured 242 


As Hal Moore had said, it was “a pretty 
good little fight.” 


Bob Poos, former Executive Editor of 
Soldier Of Fortune and an experienced 
combat journalist, dedicates this story to 
the men who fought at LZ 4.% 


Viet Cong prisoners are marched away 
during lull in fighting. Bandaged and 
bloodied Viet Cong in foreground was found 
injured near An Thi on first day of fighting. 
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In the early days, Islamic militants scrounged World War Il relics, such as this shop 
full of Italian and British leftovers. Later, the Soviet Union and Western powers 
supplied them with small arms because they could be useful destabilizing factors in 
each other's spheres of influence. Now, the scenario and ground rules have changed: 
For hard currency, former Soviet officials will sell militant Islamic groups/nations the 
latest weapons — including nukes and delivery systems. 


world, which is predominately Sunni Mos- 
lem rather than Shi'ite, and governed by a 


broad spectrum of mostly secular regimes, 


along with a few more moderate theocra- 
cies like Saudi Arabia. 

The first step, say Iran’s Immans, is to 
purify the Islamic world. Once that is done, 
then Islam can break out of its present 
borders and conquer new territories and 
populations in the name of Allah. 


The Purge, Then The Offensive 


If you are Jewish, there’s no room for 
you in Iran’s new world order. In the 
Ayatollah’s warped cosmology, Jews can- 
not save themselves even by converting to 
Islam. Christians, on the other hand, will 
be accepted as converts and therefore 
spared the sword and allowed to enjoy the 
fruits of paradise if they renounce the teach- 
ings of Jesus and instead adopt the word 
of Mohammed. 

The reasons for Iran’s new militancy 
and expansionism are complex. In many 
respects, the United States has made it 
possible. By defeating Iran’s archenemy 
Saddam Hussein in the Persian Gulf War, 
the United States and its Coalition part- 
~ ners removed the principal check on Iran’s 
behavior. Iraq, after all, had launched an 
eight-year war with Iran in the 1980s and 
represented the most immediate threat to 
the survival of the Ayatollah’s fundamen- 
talist regime. Although Iran was not part 
of the Coalition that defeated Saddam, it 
was chief beneficiary, along with Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, from the war. 

With the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and its empire, Iran became more isolated 
than ever before. Throughout the 1980s, 
Syria was Iran’s only real ally. But Syrian 
President Hafez al-Assad recognized that 
he no longer could buy room to maneuver 
by playing the. United States against the 
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Soviet Union. Ever the pragmatist, he 
joined the anti-Iraq Coalition and even the 
ongoing Middle East peace talks. The 
Ayatollah’s successors felt betrayed — 
they concluded the only way to end Iran’s 
isolation was to bring about creation of 
other Islamic republics modeled along the 
lines of their own revolutionary state. 

This process already was underway in 
Lebanon, where Iran’s surrogates — Is- 
lamic Jihad and its action arm, Hezbollah 
— were vying for power against the Chris- 
tians, Sunnis, Druse, Palestinians and other 
Lebanese factions. Fiercely anti-Western 
and anti-Israeli, Islamic Jihad and 
Hezbollah had waged a decade-long war 
against the United States, which had seen 
the bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks, 
with the loss of 241 servicemen; the bomb- 
ing of the American Embassy and, subse- 
quently, the embassy’s annex; and the sei- 
zure of Western hostages like Terry Ander- 
son, held for six years. 

It also may be that Iran’s leaders hope 
to reinvigorate their flagging revolution 
with a good dose of foreign adventurism, 
designed to divert public attention away 
from the declining economic and social 
situation at home. Strikes there have closed 
schools and some social services in recent 
months, and even halted oil production 
for a period of time. 

One of Iran’s first targets of opportu- 
nity was the Sudan, where a strongly anti- 
Western, Islamic fundamentalist regime 
had assumed power in 1989, in the after- 
math of overthrowing the pro-Western 
government of Jaafar Nimeiri three years 
earlier. 

When Sudanese leaders decided to sup- 
port Saddam during the Gulf crisis, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait withdrew millions of 
dollars of support from Khartoum. This 
opened the door for Iran, which stepped 


into the vacuum and promised the 
Sudanese economic and military aid, in- 
cluding badly needed oil at a premium 
discount. In December 1991, Iranian presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani made 
a state visit to the Sudanese capital to 
solidify the emerging Tehran- 
Khartoum axis. 

Making good on its promise, Tehran 
has sent some captured Iraqi weapons to 
the Sudan, but has been less than forth- 
coming with economic assistance, in large 
measure because the Iranian government 
itself is strapped for cash. The Iranians 
have also announced they are establishing 
a number of so-called “medical centers” 
in the Sudan. A similar “medical center” 
was set up in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley 
during the 1980s and was used as a site to 
train Hezbollah terrorists. There is no evi- 
dence that the “medical center” ever pro- 
vided medical treatment to the local 
population. 

Perhaps the most disquieting aspect of 
the relationship concerns the emergence 
of the Sudan as a possible new terrorist 
center. Western intelligence sources have 
identified more than one-dozen foreign 
military training camps in the country, 
and Khartoum has made it clear that it is 
willing to provide safe haven to terrorists 
of every stripe and hue. Among the terror- 
ist groups now with some presence in the 
Sudan are Abu Nidal’s Black June, along 
with Hezbollah. 

It appears Hezbollah operates most of 
the camps, and is turning out trained ter- 
rorists. Currently, on the other hand, West- 
ern analysts think the great majority of the 
graduates are actually being trained either 
for the Sudanese internal security forces, 
or to participate in the long-simmering 
guerrilla war in southern Sudan against 
the predominantly black Christian insur- 
gents of the SPLA (Sudanese People’s Lib- 
eration Army). 

Sudan is unlikely to ever become a 
major terrorist center, because conditions 
there are so primitive. Modern terrorists 
require state-of-the-art telephone commu- 
nications, fax machines, international 


Enemies of Islam are fought on all 
fronts, in all areas. In the art of 
subversion and revolution as taught by 
past masters, the students, the 
disenfranchised and the angry are 
trained as soldiers, saboteurs or 
terrorists, often in "medical centers" 
established abroad by Tehran. 
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banking facilities and excellent air-travel 
connections. Khartoum, by contrast, is one 
of the most wretched cities in the world. 
Almost nothing there works. The build- 
ings and roads are in an advanced stage of 
decay. Flights to and from the city are 
sporadic — hardly the kind of place a 
terrorist with a fat bank account would 
want to voluntarily spend time. 

Thus, Sudan is likely only to become a 
terrorist haven of last resort. With the de- 
cline of Lebanon as a terrorist base, Cyprus 
has become the new terrorist center of 
choice. Virtually every Palestinian terror- 
ist organization maintains some presence 
in Cyprus, as does Hezbollah and the rem- 
nants of nearly every European terrorist 
group. Indeed, with the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis, Cyprus became the Iranian 
nerve center for all terrorist and subver- 
sive operations in the Middle East. 


Targeting Egypt And Algeria 


In December 1991, Algeria held its 
first democratic elections. The Iranian- 
backed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) won 


an overwhelming victory in the first round 


of voting by securing 188 seats in the new 
parliament. The victory was unexpected 
and led to an outpouring of counter- 
marches and street demonstrations in 
Algiers and other major cities. . 

Before the FIS could consolidate its 
hold on the Algerian government in the 
second round of voting, slated for mid- 
January this year, the military seized power 
and nullified the elections. It detained some 
6,000 FIS supporters including many FIS 
leaders; another 20 to 30 were killed in 
clashes with the police and military. 

The FIS had campaigned on a platform 
equating a vote for them with “a vote for 
God,” and declaring that a vote against the 
FIS was “a vote against Islam.” But it 
wasn’t so much their message, but their 
money, that was the basis for their elec- 
toral success. Western intelligence sources 
now believe the Iranian government trans- 
ferred between $180 — $200 million via 


France and Sudan to the FIS, which was 


able to blindside the other parties and run 
away with the election. 

For the time being, Algeria’s military 
is in firm control. But there is widespread 
dissatisfaction. with existing government 
policies, and a growing sense that some 
kind of change is needed to address the 
nation’s economic problems. Most Alge- 
rians, however, simply want a less cor- 


rupt, more responsive government, not the . 


establishment of a fundamentalist Islamic 
republic. But the FIS still controls 80% of 
Algeria’s 10,000 mosques, and that gives 
the party considerable clout, especially in 
the rural areas. 

In addition, there is evidence that some 
FIS members have been provided with 
terrorist training in Iran and the Sudan; 
others served with the mujahideen in Af- 
ghanistan. The Afghani veterans operate 
under a black flag instead of the Islamic 
green flag, and are not only capable guer- 
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rilla fighters, but some unconfirmed re- 
ports suggest they may possess U.S.-made 
Stinger surface-to-air missiles. If no com- 
promise can be reached in Algeria, civil 
war remains a real possibility, with the 
FIS’s terrorist and Afghani cadres serving 
as the nucleus of a rebel army. | 

In view of the fact that more than 
700,000 Algerians live in France, the 
Mitterrand government is deeply con- 
cerned by the situation in Algeria and afraid 
of a destabilizing spillover of violence. 

Iranian-backed fundamentalist move- 
ments also are active in Tunisia, Morocco 
and Egypt. A fundamentalist underground 
even exists in Libya and actively opposes 
the rule of Muammar Khadaffi. There is 
little question, however, that Iran’s real 
target is Egypt, which is viewed as the 
linchpin of American policy in the region, 
and the only Arab country that has offi- 
cially made peace with Israel. Iran hopes 
to surround or flank Egypt to isolate it and 
eventually institute a fundamentalist re- 
gime there. 

Members of the Moslem Brotherhood 
are blamed for the assassination of former 
Egyptian president Anwar Sadat, and the 
succeeding government of President Hosni 
Mubarak has waged an unrelenting cam- 
paign against the fundamentalists since 
taking office. Today the Moslem Brother- 
hood receives considerable financial sup- 
port from Iran. Most of it is funneled to 


the Brotherhood from Hassan al-Turabi, - 


an Egyptian exile who lives in Khartoum 
and serves as Tehran’s chief operator in 
the Maghreb. 

Should Sudan be used as a base from 
which to directly attack or destabilize 
Egypt, there is little doubt that Mubarak 
will send his tanks rolling southward. This 
could bring Egypt and Iran into direct con- 
flict. It is fear of the rising tide of Islamic 
fundamentalism that is behind Egypt’s ef- 
forts to mediate the dispute between the 
United Nations and Libya over the down- 
ing of Pan Am 103 and Libya’s refusal to 
hand over two suspects in the bombing. 
The Mubarak government is said to be- 
lieve destruction of the Khadaffi regime 
could lead to installation of an Iran-backed 
fundamentalist regime in Libya. 

Iran’s proxies in Lebanon, the Islamic 


Jihad and Hezbollah, have been losing 


ground ever since Syria began to consoli- 
date its control over the country. Under 


' pressure from Iran, Hezbollah released (or 


brought about the release of ) all the West- 
ern hostages, with the exception of two 
Germans. | 

Abandonment of hostage-taking and a 
reduction in the level of terrorism ieft 
Hezbollah somewhat adrift and purpose- 
less. Since Tehran regarded Hezbollah, and 
its parent organization, Islamic Jihad, as 
its vanguard in Lebanon, there was high- 
level concern in Iran that new roles and 
missions would have to be found for its 
proxies in order to keep them intact and in 
fighting trim. 

With the beginning of the Middle East 


peace talks, Tehran directed Hezbollah to 
increase its pressure on Israel by stepping 
up terrorist and cross-border attacks, as 
well as to hit American and Israeli targets 
throughout the region and elsewhere. In 
support of these efforts, Tehran reinfused 
Hezbollah with money and weapons. Ad- 
ditionally, a large shipment of Czech-made 
Semtex was smuggled into Lebanon dis- 
guised as emergency food shipments. The 
shipment reportedly contained 2,500 kilos 
of the powerful plastic explosive. 

To put this into perspective, investiga- 
tors think that Pan Am 103, a wide-bodied 
Boeing 747, was brought down with around 
1-kilogram of Semtex. Given the large 
size of the shipment, it is believed that the 
Semtex may have originated in the former 
Soviet Union, inasmuch as a great deal of 
Soviet military hardware is finding its way 
into the world’s arms bazaars, sold by 
military men and local politicians fearful 
of an uncertain future and eager to feather 
their own nests while they still can. 

In view of Hezbollah’s resurgence, the 
Syrian-backed central government of Leba- 
non and the various factions vying for 
influence, especially the mainstream 
Shi’ite Amal militia, are braced for a new 
wave of terrorist and military attacks. 


Picking Up Pieces Of The Soviet Union 


Iran is engaged in a massive effort to 
win influence in, and ultimately hegemony 
over, the five Islamic republics of the 
former Soviet Union, especially Tajikistan, 
a Michigan-sized republic in central Asia. 
Although Tajikistan is closest to Iran in 
terms of both cultures and language (Farsi 
is the chief language), its people are not 
Shi’ ites, but rather Sunni Moslems. Nev- 
ertheless, it is Iran’s No. 1 target among 
the former Soviet Republics. Iran also has 
Uzbekistan, Kirgizstan, Turkmenistan and 
Kazakhstan in its sights. 

In an effort to extend its influence, the 
Iranians are building or refurbishing thou- 
sands of mosques throughout the former 
Soviet republics while opening, you 
guessed it, “medical centers” to function 
as hubs of subversion. To counter grow- 
ing Iranian influence, the governments of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Turkey, Pakistan, 
the U.A.E. and other Arab countries are 
also pouring money into the republics to 
build mosques, schools, so-called prayer 
houses and other Islamic institutions. 

Iran underwrites most of the Islamic 
fundamentalist factions within the five re- 
publics, and has created a major training 
center for recruits from the various repub- 
lics outside of Tehran. Housed in a palace 
that once belonged to the Shah known as 
the Imam Ali Garrison, it has “graduated” 
more than 250 agents disguised as mullahs 
and doctors. Their training includes in- 
struction in languages, clandestine recruit- 
ment, the collection of intelligence, reli- 
gious training, and organization of under- 
ground paramilitary groups. A small num- 
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Posi-Grip texture material provides the 
proper gripping surface on H&K MP5 
tropical-styie and Laser Products’ Sure- 
Fire No. 628 handguards, as high- 
anxiety will induce sweating, and the 
support hand is dangerously close to 
the MP5's muzzle. 


However, if the weapon’s flash 
signature is not important to you, as in 
daylight and/or in the increasingly 
popular civilian submachine gun 
competitive events or, heaven forbid, if 
you fire longer than two-shot bursts, 
then the TAC-COMP may be for you, 
as it will marginally tighten group 
dispersion by minimizing the MP5’s 
already minimal muzzle jump. 

No doubt about it, the TAC-COMP 
and other muzzle brakes of this type 
are all classroom examples of Newton's 


third law of motion: When one body 
interacts with a second body, the force 
of the first body on the second is equal 
in magnitude but opposite in direction 
to the force of the second body on the 
first (a consequence of the conservation 
of momentum law, and the definition of 
force as the time rate of linear 
momentum). 

To me, Newton's third law of motion 
takes a decidedly second-place position 
to the first law — that of survival. I'll 
take my share of muzzle whip if the 
flash signature can be eliminated. 
H&K’s MP5 flash suppressor is effective 
for this purpose. But, its method of 
attachment is all too typical of the 
Teutonic obsession with complexity and 
it can be a pain in the kazoo to install, 
or (even worse) remove, when fouled 
by baked-on carbon deposits and bullet 
jacket gilding. 

Tim D. Bixler (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
660, Katy, TX 77449), a well-known 
figure in sound-suppressor circles, has 
taken the efficient six-oblong-port H&K 
MP5 flash suppressor and mated it 
with his patented (and highly regarded) 
MP5 sound-suppressor coupler. Just 
drop Bixler’s two-piece flash hider 
assembly over the MP5’s muzzle and 
its three lugs, then simply turn the flash 
hider body until it's snug up against the 
barrel. Two flat surfaces milled into the 
flash hider at its base permit use of a 
wrench for installation and removal. 


The coupler is an investment casting 
made from 17-4 ph stainless steel. The 
flash hider itself is machined from bar 
stock and black-oxide finished. It costs 
$75 and is well worth it.% 
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pushed them through Karen country back 
into Thailand and out of Burma. And yet, 
at the war’s end, all of this was forgotten 
and the British gave up the Karens, the 
Kachin, the Mon and many other ethnic 
groups who had died for them and for us. 
They gave them up to the cruel Burmese 
military dictatorship that soon would gain 
control of the country. 

On 5 January 1948, the Karens declared 
their independence from Burma and they 
have been fighting for their lives ever 
since. One of their famed poets has stated 
that the eight attributes of the true Karen 
are: 1. Knowledge that there is a God, the 
Divine Being. 2. High moral and ethical 
standards. 3. Honesty. 4. Simple, peaceful 
and quiet living. 5. Hospitality. 
6. Language. 7. National costume. 
8. Aptitude for music. 

While in Htoo Wa Lu, we stayed at a 
Karen general’s home. His name was La 
Tu. He and his entire extended family 
cared for all our needs while we were 
there. Each evening after we had spent a 
day and frequently half the night operating 
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on his people, we would come home to a 
hot meal of rice, water buffalo or goat, 
and fresh fruit prepared by his wife and 
children. 

Each night the general, a good Baptist, 
would pray for courage for his men, for 
the many blessings God had given the 
Karen nation, for ammunition and for 
compassion in their fight with the Burmese 
troops, who he realized were mostly young 
conscripts forced to fight by the military 
junta in Rangoon. As he finished his prayer 
one night, one of us murmured, “And you 
should also pray for Stingers.” 

“Yes,” he exclaimed, “I hadn’t thought 
of that. Yes, dear God, please send us 
Stingers.” And every night after that, he 
always ended his prayer with “and please, 
dear God, send us Stingers.” 

Unless someone helps the Karens soon, 
they will be exterminated as a nation, 
possibly as a people. Few care or have 
even heard of the Karens. The world has 
forgotten them. 


Help For Politically Correct 


Even the thousands of Karens driven 
into Thailand who live in camps along the 
Moei River are not recognized by 
Thailand, the United Nations, or any other 
entity as being officially “refugees.” 
Therefore they get no help from anyone, 
except from a few church groups who 
supply them the best they can with food 
and a little medicine. 

Most of the “peace loving” medical 


foundations will help only if people meet 
certain criteria. For instance, they will not 
care for soldiers or people that support the 
war. The Karens, who as a nation are all 
involved in the war for freedom, do not 
meet the criteria of these foundations. 

I was called tn February by Bob 
Brenner, who heads a small medical 
foundation called Freedom Medicine. He 
now works in Bangkok and is involved in 
a mosquito eradication project. He learned 
of the Karens because of the drug-resistant 
Strains of malaria along the Thai-Burmese 
border. He found they had three doctors 
who wanted to help, but had no surgical 
experience. 

Bob also learned of the many wounds 
Karens suffer almost daily. When he called 
me, he explained the situation and asked 
if I and possibly other doctors trained in 
battlefield surgery could come to Thailand 
and Burma for a short time to help train 
Karen doctors. I told him I would try. 


Maverick Medics 


The first two doctors I called were 
David Crowder and Forrest Smith. Both 
are excellent surgeons and have military 
backgrounds. Both volunteered without 
hesitation. 

When I warned they might be going 
into a relatively hostile environment which 
harbored drug-resistant malaria, unmapped 
minefields, MiG-23s, Mi-8 helicopters and 
cobras (the crawling type), both doctors 
chuckled and reminded me of the freeway 


traffic, muggers and hostile hospital 
administrators they faced every day in the 
States. 

Both said a trip to Burma might be a 
relaxing change of pace. All three of us 
worked hard and long during the few days 
we spent with the Karens. By the time we 
left, their doctors could amputate, put in 
chest tubes, give spinal anesthesia, and 
they had acquired other basic surgical 
skills. Hopefully, they wil! be able to use 
these to good effect as they continue their 
fight against the Burmese army. If they 
can make it to the end of April when the 
monsoons Start, then they will be safe for 
another year, because the war will stop 
during the rainy season when travel is 
impossible. 

If they can hold out, David, Forrest 
and I will go back to try and assist the 
Karens in any way we can. If any people 
ever deserved the help of freedom-loving 
people in America, it is the Karens. They 
and 32 other small ethnic groups are 
fighting for their lives. The Karens want 
us to give special thanks to the good people 
of the little church in Sunnyvale, 
California, as well as all Soldier Of Fortune 
readers who sent money for the Karen 
Medical Project. With these generous 
donations we were able to purchase 
medical supplies in Bangkok that directly 
saved the lives of several young 
Karen men. 

But they need more help — we will go 
again — this will require more funds. We 
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at RRI will see that any donations in any 
form are personally delivered to the 
Karens, and we will tell you how 
contributions were used. Any checks 
should be addressed to Refugee Relief 
International, Karen Medical Project, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

The Karens can use anything anyone 
can send them — money, or medical 
supplies of all kinds. They are washing 
out their old bloody dressings and reusing 
them because they have no new bandages. 
They reuse and boil old rubber gloves 
because they have no new ones. They 
sterilize their instruments in an old pressure 
cooker. They have no anesthesia 
equipment, no resuscitation equipment. But 
they have hope. And they have a dream ... 


Postscript: After RRI medics returned 
home, they learned the Karens’ hospital 
and surrounding areas were overrun by 
Burmese, with 200 Karens killed. We do 
not know if doctors or friends in Htoo Wa 
Lu survived. 

Meanwhile, there are published reports 
of Burmese government claims that — 
bowing to international pressure — they 
have decided to end their war on the 
Karens. Only time will tell if this is true, 
or merely words designed to ease 
international pressure while the 
government regroups during the rainy 
season. RRI will continue to aid the Karens 
in any way it can. The physicians who 
were there in March remain free for 
speaking engagements to raise money for 
Karen medical projects. 


Dr. John Peters is SOF’s Contributing 
Editor for paramedic operations. % 
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ber of recruits are also given advanced 
weapons and explosives instruction. 

Further, Tehran beams constant radio 
broadcasts at the former Soviet republics, 
although some observers say the shrill tone 
of much of the programming has been 
counterproductive. 

Since Tajikistan shares no common 
border with Iran, Tehran has stepped up 
its efforts to co-opt the Afghan mujahideen 
organization Hezb-i-Islami, headed by 
Gulbaddin Hekmatyar. One of the chief 
recipients of CIA largess, Hekmatyar is a 
Moslem fundamentalist and so ruthless 
that smart money is betting that he’ll be 
around to pick up the pieces when the 
Afghan civil war sorts itself out, now that 
the Soviet-backed central government has 
been toppled. 

Four times the size of Texas, 
Kazakhstan is the second most populous 
of the five Islamic republics. Kazakhstan 
is of special interest because 104 SS-18 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, with 
1,040 nuclear warheads, are positioned on 
its territory. Iranian-backed extremists have 
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found some support in southern parts of 
the republic, but most citizens there are 
opposed to strict behavioral tenets es- 
poused by fundamentalists. 

Turkey is playing a major role in the 
modernization of Kazakhstan, where there 
appears to be little real opportunity for 
Iranian-backed fundamentalists unless 
there is a major upheaval of some kind. 
But this could happen if pro-Russian ele- 
ments in the northern half of the country 
are successful in their drive to break away 
and join the Russian republic. This would 
leave the southern half of the country a 
ripe target for Iranian subversion. 

At the present time, the communist 
party is still in control of Turkmenistan, 
which shares the longest border with Iran 
of any of the five Islamic former Soviet 
republics and has substantial reserves of 
oil and natural gas. While a few Islamic 
fundamentalist rabble-rousers have ap- 
peared on the scene, they’ve attracted little 
following. Iran is competing with Turkey 
for influence in Turkmenistan, and has 
agreed to construct a new railway line 
connecting Ashkhabad with northern Iran 
and also to extend $50 million in credits 
to the republic for the purchase of Iranian 
goods. Most observers say Turkey will 
win out in the end, but the situation is still 
in flux and anything can happen. 

Turkey also seems to be winning in the 
contest for influence in Kirgizstan, which 
has a stable government and has devel- 
oped a rudimentary free-market economy. 
By contrast, Uzbekistan’s economic pros- 
pects are bleak, and if there should be an 
economic collapse, substantial segments 
of the population might be persuaded to 
follow an Iranian-backed Pied Piper. 


An Appetite Whetted By Feeding 


Iran also is supplying money to 
Jordan’s Fundamentalist Front, while the 
Jordanian government is worried about the 
sudden increase in personnel at Iran’s 
embassy in Amman. Although identified 
as diplomats, Jordanian officials believe 
that most of the new people are intelli- 
gence agents sent to provide closer sup- 
port of, and coordination with, the funda- 
mentalists. 

Iranian subversion against Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) is on- 
going and unrelenting. Although Iraq’s 
Hussein brutally suppressed a Shi’ ite up- 
rising in southern Iraq that was supported 
and encouraged by Iran in the aftermath 
of the Gulf War, the anti-Baghdad Shi’ ite 
forces are slowly beginning to recover and 
could once again challenge the central gov- 
ernment at some point down the road. 

Baghdad plays the same game as Iran, 
arming and supporting Iranian dissidents 
opposed to the current regime. in Tehran. 
On 4 April 1992, Iraqi-backed rebels car- 
ried out an attack on two villages inside 
Iran; the following day Iran responded with 
an air raid on the rebels’ base, 60 miles 
from Baghdad. One Iranian F-4 Phantom 
was shot down in the attack, which repre- 
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“=sents-the most serious cross-border inci- 
-. dent since the armistice. 


But it is Saudi Arabia that remains 
Tehran’s most coveted target, both be- 
cause of its unmatched oil reserves, which 


.could be used to underwrite the costs of 


the fundamentalist juggernaut envisioned 
by Iran’s mullahs, and because it is the 
protector of Islam’s two holyest places: 
Mecca and Medina. 

The 1979 seizure of the Grand Mosque 
at Mecca by Islamic fundamentalists, who 
received backing from Iran and Libya, 
shook the Saudi government to its very 
core. The fundamentalists were followers 
of a religious fanatic by the name of 
Mohammed ibn-Abdullah Qahtani, a self- 
proclaimed Mahdi (or “final prophet”). 
Just before launching their attack, they 
invoked the name of Iran’s Ayatollah 
Khomeini. The Saudi government was 
forced to request assistance from the 
French to recover the Grand Mosque, where 
no infidel or unbeliever is ever supposed 
to set foot. 

Assisted by a Jordanian special opera- 
tions unit, to give the effort an Islamic 
imprimatur, French GIGN (Groupment 
d’Intervention Gendarmerie National) 
commandos used both tear gas and as- 


phyxiating gases to flush the fundamen-— 


talists from the labyrinth of tunnels be- 
neath the Grand Mosque. Many of those 
fundamentalists chose to fight to the death; 
the battle was fought bitterly at close quar- 
ters. When it was over, more than 1,000 
people were dead and wounded. Of the 
170 fundamentalists who surrendered, 63 
were later beheaded. 

Although he lost an arm in the fight- 
ing, the bogus Mahdi was captured and 
later brutally interrogated by the Saudis. 
The Saudis have never acknowledged cap- 
turing the Mahdi, and it is assumed they 
ultimately executed him. 

The Israelis reportedly captured 
Qahtani’s brother-in-law, the alleged mas- 
termind of the whole operation, hiding in 
southern Lebanon. In an unprecedented 
move, the Israelis are said to have secretly 
turned him over to the Saudis. His fate is 
unknown, but can be guessed. 

Now, 13 years later, the Saudis still 
remain more traumatized by the Grand 
Mosque incident than even the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. While the ruling family is 
Sunni Moslem, Saudi Arabia’s vast oil 
fields lie in the Shi’ite-dominated eastern 
portion of the country. In an unprecedented 
move, the Saudi government has arrested 
a number of Islamic militants in recent 
months. Most were members of the reli- 
gious police, who staged a demonstration 
near the palace of Riyadh’s governor, 
Prince Salman. 

There also is division within the royal 
family itself. Crown Prince Abdullah, first 
in line of succession after King Fahd, is a 
fundamentalist who opposes Western in- 


fluence in his country and favors a policy 


of accommodation with Saudi Arabia’s 
enemies, including Iraq and Iran. Abdullah 
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Some firearms advertised m this magazine may or may not be 


lawful for sale in Calitomia. 


Those specifically not allowed for sale in Callfomia are: 


A All of the following rifles: 
1. Avtomat Kalashnikove {AK} series 
2. UZI and Gail 


5. Coit AR-15 series and CAR-15 saries 
6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 


7. Fabrique Nationale FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC 


8. FAMAS MAS223 


9, Hackler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 


10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

41. SKS with detachable magazine 

12, SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 


44. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 
45. Steyr AUG 


16. Valmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. Armalite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 
+9. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21, Plainfield Machine Cornpany Carbine 
22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk 


B. All of the following pistols: 
1. UZI 


2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 
5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 
6. Sterting MK-7 
7. Calico M-900 


C. All of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 


2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 


SWD Street Sweeper 
3. Encom CM-55 
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into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 


Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 


We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 


We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce- 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 


WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST” 
For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 
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P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 
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and his allies also blocked the U.S. pro- 
posal to pre-position ground combat equip- 
ment in the kingdom to be used by Ameri- 
can troops in the event of another conflict. 
Abdullah is said to believe that if Saudi 
Arabia purges itself of foreign influences, 
it will be far less vulnerable to the lure 
and designs of Iranian-backed fundamen- 
talists. 

In late 1991, Prince Sultan, the pro- 
American defense minister, and his two 
prominent and highly Westernized sons 
— Ambassador to the United States Prince 
Bandar, and former commander-in-chief 
of Coalition forces Prince Khalid — led a 
quiet effort to change the order of succes- 
sion and bypass Abdullah. However, they 
failed and have been in eclipse ever since. 


Next month, Livingstone brings Islam's 
holy war against the United States and 
Israel into focus; he details Iran’s pro- 
curement of nuclear devices from Islamic 
former Soviet republics, along with deliv- 
ery systems from China — don’t 
miss it. 


Neil Livingstone is an adjunct professor 
at several institutions, including 
Georgetown University. A frequent con- 
tributor, his areas of expertise include ter- 
rorism and security topics.® 


CROATIA 


Continued from page 37 


bloody hungry and I’m getting on that 
plane, so if you want to stop me, you had 
better pull out that pistol and fucking well 
shoot me.” 

I’m sure he thought about it for a sec- 
ond, because I don’t think he had been 
trained to deal with an aggressive and stub- 
born Australian who didn’t want to play 
his game. 

After a few hurried phone calls I was 
told I could proceed as long as I took off 
my jacket, as it had military insignia on it. 
“Yeah, sure — so long as you’re looking,” 
I replied. 

Then the cheeky bastard asked if he 
could have the Royal Australian Regiment 
badge off my slouch hat as a 
souvenir! 


A former Australian soldier, “Skippy” 
Hampstead currently lives in London. ® 


SHOOT OUT 


Continued from page 51 


targets with your handgun, then your shot- 
gun, and then a carbine of some sort. It 
gets the blood running, if you’ll pardon 
the pun.” 

Last year’s top cop award went to Scott 
Anderson of the Salem, Oregon, Police 
Department. Prizes included a AR-15 in 
40 S&W, a CZ 75 in .40 S&W and a 12- 
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gauge pump shotgun with magazine feed. 
Mar donates a number of his classic knives, 
while Glock sends out their military blades 
as well. Don Coons of SNC in Oregon 
City (the largest Oregon police supply out- 
let) donated ammo, reloading equipment 
and accessories. Overall, the prize table 
was as impressive as it was overflowing. 

Already, Mar and his team are plan- 
ning this year’s shootfest. “I think we'll 
make the sniper stage a ‘cold gun’ affair,’ 
Mar predicted. “You’re given the scenario, 
you take your weapon out of its case and 
you get one chance to take the shot. No 
warm-up, no fine-tuning. Just like the 
street.” 

Every year, more and more officers 
attend the AMK Invitational. “You shoot 
serious scenarios here,” pointed out a vet- 
eran street cop. “This is not a professional 
competitor’s match, and it’s really funny 
to watch the professional shooters attempt 
to negotiate this range. They end up frus- 
trated because they don’t understand that 
on the street there are no ‘rules,’ or comp- 
guns or crap like that. There are no second 
chances.” 

“AMK supports safe, realistic firearms 
training for our law enforcement offic- 
ers,” Mar said. “We have fun, and we 
promote the positive aspects of gun own- 
ership and shooting. Every year we get a 
little bigger and a little better. But if you’re 
planning to attend, expect to get dirty!” 

For further information on the AMK 
Law Enforcement Invitational, call 503- 
635-9229. ® 


COMBAT TOWN 


Continued from page 43 


get to the door, we’re going in — straight 
to the threat. They [civilian police] do a 
lot more slow and deliberate entries,” he 
said, “and they taught us some things.” 

“We'd already been to Fort Jackson, 
but we’ve learned a lot more here,” 
Spartanburg police Sergeant James Powell 
observed. “This is great.” In addition to 
the FBI and Spartanburg County officers, 
state bureaus of investigation have trained 
at the facility. Saturdays and Sundays have 
been set aside for use by law enforcement 
units. Four days weekly are reserved for 
military units, with a day retained for main- 
tenance. 

Unit commanders (military, or civilian 
police) interested in having their groups 
train at Combat Town should write — on 
unit or departmental letterhead — to: Com- 
manding General, Marine Corps Base, 
Training and Operations Branch; Marine 
Corps Base Camp Lejeune, NC 28542- 
50001. If a unit commander has a good 
idea and can get into the schedule, odds 
are good for his unit’s use of the facility. 

Night training is also conducted, with 
guest units supplying all their own gear 
and NVGs. The flexibility of options for 
training at Combat Town reflects the “can- 
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do” Marine approach. During the Gulf 
War, Combat Town operated at capacity, 
and in 1991 some 60,000 military person- 
nel rotated through the town. 

Is all this worth $7.9 million? Maybe 
you should ask members of the 1st Marine 
Expeditionary Force. They trained here 
extensively before their history-making 
attack on Kuwait City. $7.9 million? 
What’s the going rate for freedom 
these days? 


My Tour In Combat Town 


In response to my need for a ground- 
level story on Combat Town, the 2nd 
ANGLICO (Air Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Company) troops training there extended 
me access. 

Rattling echoes of machine-gun fire 
drew me into what was left of a tan, two- 
story apartment building — where I sa- 
vored my first taste of military operations 
in urban terrain. 

Inside the structure, an acrid stench of 
gun smoke filled my nose as I stood mo- 
tionless and wide-eyed beside eight auto- 
matic weapons and the eight men in cam- 
ouflage who carried them. 

Careful not to make a sound, I tiptoed 
behind them while they crept down a long, 
dark passageway to a closed door, their 
weapons covering possible threats in ev- 
ery direction. Outside, the fighting had 
ceased, leaving an eerie silence as the men 
stopped a few feet from the doorway. 

A crack in the broken shell of a wall 
threw a sliver of light on the rugged face 
of the team leader; as he approached the 
door, sunlight from an open window lit 
him up like a target in a shooting gallery. 

Seizing the opportunity, I carefully 
framed him in my camera sights — I never 
even had a chance. “Go!” yelled the leader, 
as he kicked open the door, triggering a 
chain reaction of speed and violence. 

Rounds exploded from the muzzle of a 
machine gun. “I’m in!” screamed a voice. 

“Go left! Go left!” shouted another. 
Automatic weapons unleashed a fury of 
firepower, quicker than their brass casings 
could hit the floor. 

“Big pig! Big pig!” hollered four voices 
in unison. To me, it meant nothing. To the 
four remaining men covering the door- 
way, it meant “mission accomplished.” 
The Marines of 2nd ANGLICO had cleared 
their objective — and I had a picture of 
someone’s back. 


Looks Good To Me... 


“So what do you think?” asked Corpo- 
ral Chris Huckenpoehler, the team’s leader. 

“What do I think about what?” I re- 
plied, trying hard not to look impressed. I 
wanted to tell him his team was too good, 
quicker than me and my camera at least, 
but there would be time for that later. 
Right now I had a head-full of questions I 
knew he could answer, and MOUT was 
the only thing on my mind. 

“It’s organized confusion,” 
Huckenpoehler observed, anticipating a 
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question I had yet to ask. “The rooms are 
set up in so many different configurations, 
you really don’t know what you’re walk- 
ing into. That’s why you have to stick to 
the basics.” 

Standing 3 inches taller than the 6-foot 
wall he leaned against, the 24-year-old 
firepower control chief spoke with natural 
authority. A four-year veteran of the 
ANGLICO team, he knew what he was 
talking about. I knew it; his team knew it, 
but most of all, he knew it. “You see, 
every man has to be aware of what the 
other man is doing,” the corporal said, 
“almost to the point of reading each other’s 
mind. If you can stick to the basics, you 
can take the room — and then it’s just 
room, by room, by room. Make sense?” 

“Oh yeah, right, the basics,” I acknowl- 
edged, sounding a lot like Jerry Lewis 
agreeing with the theory of relativity. “Just 
one question ... what are the basics?” 

“Well, the most important thing is mak- 
ing sure you and your team stay alive,” 
Huckenpoehler said, “and that means cov- 
ering your areas.” 

A native of Annapolis, Maryland, 
Huckenpoehler also stressed the impor- 
tance of talking during the operation. 
“Talking?” I asked. 

“Yeah, you heard us in there,” he con- 
tinued. “If you’re taking a window, you’re 
talking the whole time. You say, ‘I’ve got 
a window! You take left! I'll take night!’ 
And you can’t hesitate once you get there. 
You need to use speed, surprise and vio- 
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lence of action.” 

“But if you’re moving that fast, how 
can you tell whether or not they’re an 
enemy?” I asked. 

“Everyone is perceived as a threat un- 
til the room is secured,” the corporal re- 
plied. “Nobody — I mean no one — isa 
friend ... we’re looking for the man with 
the gun. If someone is in there with a gun, 
they get shot!” Crushing out a partially 
smoked Marlboro, Huckenpoehler signaled 
to his men, and with that, the conversation 
was over. 


“Three minutes,” said a young lieuten- 


ant entering the room. “Three minutes to 
clear the entire building and complete the 
objective ... not bad.” The Marines on the 
team smiled; the lieutenant didn’t. 

“It should have taken you half that 
time,” he said, pointing out where the team 
had lost one of the most important assets 
in MOUT: time. “Let’s do it again.” 

They grabbed their weapons and I 
grabbed my camera. I knew, this time, I 
would be quicker. They knew this time 
they had to be. 


Corporal Karl C. Ulrich, USMC, is a 
staffer at Profile magazine. ® 
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chology doesn’t seem to understand that 
when the adrenal glands kick in, cognition 
goes out the window. Instinct says to ei- 
ther run like hell or stomp the threat into a 
grease spot. The only thing that can miti- 
gate that response is constant, repetitive 
training. 

Lieutenant John Duncan of the LAPD’s 
public relations office said that officers 
receive such training, at least in the acad- 
emy. We must assume that the Simi Val- 
ley jury thought the four officers were 
acting within LAPD guidelines. 

So I asked Lt. Duncan what those 
guidelines were. “Sufficient force can be 
applied to gain compliance of the sus- 
pect,” he replied, “only what is reasonable 
and necessary.” 

“Reasonable” is the key term here. Both 
the beating and the riots are examples of 
the same mob psychology at work. There 
was no reason to it. When the adrenals 
kick in, you go nuts. 

Back when the video of the King beat- 
ing first appeared, I had talked about it to 
a motorcycle cop giving me a jaywalking 
ticket. He was one of these little dudes 
who like to get right up in your face, but 
he was solidly professional and I enjoyed 
talking to him while he wrote me up. 

“Anybody give you a hard time about 
this King business?” I asked him. 

“Yeah, they do,” he said. “I just tell 
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them | don’t do stuff like that and | don’t 
condone it. That pretty much closes off 
the discussion.” 

Of all the cops I talked to after the riots 
were over, none thought the beating was 
justified or that the not-guilty verdict was 
right. But none thought the beating was 
worth jail-time either. 

Very few were willing to be quoted by 
name, but one said, “They didn’t set out to 
bash him — they just lost it. They were 
guilty, and they should have been pun- 
ished. But the loss of their careers was 
sufficient punishment.” 

Officer Clint Armas didn’t want to talk 
about the verdict at all. “I have my per- 
sonal opinion. But the department is go- 
ing through upheavals and changes. It’s 
probably best if I don’t comment about 
that,” he said. 

But when I mentioned Lt. Moulin’s 
order, and that Chief Gates seemed to be 
trying to shift the blame downward, Armas 
stated firmly, “All his superiors showed 
up at the command post, and nobody coun- 
termanded his order.” 

Armas had no hesitancy to comment 
on the rioters. “I don’t think,” he said, “at 
least in my patrol area, that the riots had 
anything to do with Rodney King. Maybe 
for the first three hours, then everybody 
jumped on the bandwagon. Most of the 
rioters in Wilshire didn’t speak English. 
We're talking about criminals and degen- 
erates who took advantage of a situation.” 

Officer Kolar, the young woman on 
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the desk at 77th Street Division, refused to 
comment at all. The LAPD has suffered 
rather heavily at the hands of journalists. 
At 77th Street, only one officer would 
comment, and at that, anonymously: 
“Gates fiddled while Rome burned. We 
wanted back on the streets; they wouldn’t 
let us go and we let our people down. 
We’ll be a long time making up for it.” 

One man who had no hesitancy to speak 
at all was Manny Lopez, formerly a ser- 
geant on the San Diego Police Department 
and head of the controversial Border Area 
Robbery Force unit. Now a private inves- 
tigator in San Diego, Lopez was in a per- 
fect position to evaluate the riots — knowl- 
edgeable, but far-enough removed to be 
objective. 

“I totally disagree with the verdict. 
There was no justification to complete that 
beating. The officers’ initial reaction was 
correct, but there was no justification for 
Powell to continue the beating,” Lopez 
said. “As for Sergeant Koon, he didn’t do 
his job. He was in charge, and should have 
stopped Powell. 

“Gates’ response [to the unrest follow- 
ing the verdict] was a joke. I mean, going 
off to a civic meeting — come on. The 
street level cops wanted to do a job. I felt 
sorry for them. 

“But, as for the sentence, I think being 
fired and civil penalties will suffice,” Lopez 
observed. 

One last quote, from the Times’ some- 
times biased, but usually outstanding cov- 


erage of the police department, speaks 
volumes about the mentality of the man 
who led the LAPD. Some time back, Chief 
Gates was asked why so many young black 


- men were dying from baton choke-holds. 


“Perhaps their larynxes are different 
from normal people,” Gate reportedly an- 
swered. 

It if appears that I’m trying to pin guilt 
for the whole 54 dead and $1-billion-dol- 
lar property damage on Chief Gates, that 
is essentially correct. There is no author- 
ity without responsibility, and this man 
set the tone for his department. Chief Gates 
is a highly intelligent man, not without 
wit, a cop’s cop. But his ego is involved 
here, and he screwed up almost as badly 
as someone can screw up. As his replace- 
ment, Chief Willie Williams, said, “He is 
yesterday’s man.” 

He should have gone a long time ago. 


Jim Morris is a Vietnam veteran who cur- 
rently lives and writes in Southern Cali- 
fornia. His numerous books include War 
Story and The Devil’s Secret Name. 


Next month's SOF will feature a differ- 
ent perspective on the Rodney King inci- 


_ dent. Did the national media censor parts 


of the video that seemed to explain why 
the police did what they did? What was 
the evidence used by the jury in coming to 
their verdict? Our September issue will 
contain the information the press didn't 
choose to show. ® 
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Knife Catalog 


f © Save up to 50% or more 
Huge selection 
Top quality--no seconds 
Fast service 
Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Overs 


5461 Kendall Street Dept. SF 
Boise, Idaho 83706-124 
Phone: 1-208-376-0430 

Fax: 1-208-376-7608 


BULLETPROOF 
VEST 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
ll-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23 Ibs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector $200 —— 
Detachable Side Panels $40 
Chest Trauma Plate $35 
Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 

and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 
P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. _— 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 
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All BDU's $28.95 each piece 


100% Cotton Rip Stop: Navy Blue, 
Biack, Grey, Olive Drab, Tiger Stripe, 
White, Woodiand Camo and 3-Color 
Desert Camo. 50/50 Fabric: Urban 
Camo (with White) Subdued Urban 
Camo (No White), Black, Navy Blue, 
Woodland Camo 50/50 $26.95 ea. pc.) 
XXL add $5.00; XXXL add $7.00 


« Olive Drab Jungle Fatiques (Slant Pocket) 
© Two Pocket Tuck-In BDV Shirt 
* Anorack/Pullover Parka (Woodland Camo, Tiger 
Stripe, Olive Green, Black, Navy and Khak) 
* Hi-Tec Super Magnum boot 
¢ Hi-Tec All Leather Super Magnum boot 
¢ Desert Storm Boot (Tan), Official Issue 
¢ Rough-Out Safari Boot (Tan) 
¢ Speediace Jungle Boot (Black) Official Issue .......... 
¢ Comercial Jungle Boot (Black, Olive Green 
ANd Woodland Camo) ...cecssssssscssccsseecssesssessecsssssees 
* Assault Entry/Rappelling Glove (Gen. Leather) 
Fingerless $24.95 | Full-Finger 
+ Rubber Paimed Shooting glove (Gen. Leather) 
Fingerless $24.95 / Full-Finger 
¢ Gerber Patriot Knife 
Call or write for FREE Catalog. Mail proper amount plus $4.95 
(double for Canada) (TN residents add 7.75% sales tax) for 


shipping hand handling to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC., 


pew y 


T215 Kingston Pike, DepL, SF. Knoxville, TN 37819 “ORDER TOLL 
FREE 1-800-521-7977 in TN (615) 566-5045 
Satistaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


$59.95 


wove $28.95 


‘Can you read this? — 
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Neither can anyone else!! 
_ Across the office or around the world, the HASTY 
Gpripeys tam gets your message through, privately. 
today’s social ihe threat of compromise to 
confidential information’ ts exce nally a The 
tisk ig greatest when transfe yitriilion 
between parties. The best defense to alter the 


tween two. s. "One-Time Pad” implies FOR 
ANY ONE ENCRYPT PAD, THERE IS ONLY ONE 
DECRYPT PAD. This insures that other users of the 
system CANNOT spacen Secon your messages. The 
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"Weh the HASTY Cuyptosystem, 9 cas 
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SF Comme NCO!I9h SIGA) 


One-way communications require one set of Pads. 
Two-way communications require two sels of Pads. 
oo ae dake Pad Png, One eT Pad) 


cman Hy OS S&H fy set ordered (4 sels=$6. 00) 
CO residents add 4.8% Sales Tax: Allow 6-8wks 


Glandestine Arts iiviciols OG 
P.O. Box 620161 Littleton, CO 80162 
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LILD RSI 


“Th e 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith” 


P Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood” 
& “Rambo” 


2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 
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GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 
PRESENTS ITS NEW #1 7CATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A 600+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com- 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & speciality 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 


information and time saved in hit he, pore. 





W HURLEY. NY 12491 


TELL ery BE FAX 914 679 5849 


COURSES: 

* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 


Bere eae ae ae 
X 246-37. DE 


oaeRee dak, NC ae : = wan 





~ CATALOG $3100‘c2s0. nis, PHONE (704)663'4267 


AUGUST 92 











































THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today. corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually to in- 
Sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The **HOUND 006" is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter. no matter how well it may have been hid- 
den, can escape detection by the ‘‘HOUND 006" 

The "HOUND DOG” is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed tor the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The “HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walis, desks. chairs. etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The ‘HOUND DOG" Is simpie to use. Single knob adjust- 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe pas! wails, chairs. pictures. desks. efc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUNO 00G" outperforms 
most other units selling for several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 


eter Calibrate 








16 inches — 


SIZE. .1.6x2.4x8.2 INCHES $195. 00 


USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 





Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powertul than other transmitters. 

Transmas up to % mile to any FM radio -Easy lo 

Assemble KR - up to SV batiery (not inci.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $185.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.05 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to US! 

Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of tranemitters, voice scrambiers & other speciality items 
| enclose $2.00 to US! Corp. 





WAREHOUSE DIRECT 
Cxake SAVE UPTO 60% weiNos 
» Limited Time Collector's | 
Special... $59.95 ea. or ra 
2 for only $99.9 


J Reg. $109.95 ea. 
——— {save $50) 


~ 


Original V-44 

WWIi Combat Bowie with FirmGrp™ 
handle, solid brass crossguard and 
leather sheath. 13 3/4" 


“420 Stainless 
-” Steel Blade 


" Blite Forces Bowie 
Combat tested superior in Gulf War comes with FirmGrip™ 
‘no slip’ handle, lanyard hole and leather sheath. 14” overall 


BUY ANY 2 GET ONE 1/2 PRICE 
——— 


tS cll. 
StreettStroller 35" tong, 17" stainless steel blade polished to 
amirror finish with brass O-ring locks. Reg. $59.95 now $39.95 
Your choice 
$49.95 Upto $110 value. _? 
ae 


Death Dagger Staintess stee! bladewith hardwood handle 
& oylon sheath 11 1/2” overall. 


Camillus Marine Corp Fighting Knife Just tike 
Dad wore. The original. 12" overall. 


rad 


J ungle Ranger The ultimate outdoersman's knife. Stainless 
steel blade, hardwood handle with solid brass guard. 11 1/2 “overall 


ee 


Special Forces Dagger Combat tested. Stainless Stee! 
blade comes with Quikitl boot/belt leather sheath. 8 5/8" overall. 
Call 1-800-367-9599 toorder @® Si Hi 
24 hr/day or send check or monay order plus $4.00 Shipping to: 
Eagle Mountain Knives 
P.O. Box 900 
Northport, AL 35476 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 


ONLY 
$4905 


Add $1.05 Hindi. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed tf Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO., DEPT. BK-8-SF 
Post Avenue, 


. New York 11890 


191TAl 
TOmmM ..- 


Auto-Ordnance 

has a complete line a 
191 TAI pistols in assorted 
models and calibers. 


Contact your deoler or send 
$3.00 for color catalog. 
Auto-Ordnance 


Corporation 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 


Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
Become “invisible” to Investigators 
Stop Generating Financial Records ff 
Communications Privacy . . Phone, Mail 
How to Stay Out of Government Files 
Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
How:to Create Helpful New Records 
Generating Quick Cash Income 
Hiding Your Assets ® Privacy Afloat 
Banking Alternatives @ “Low Profile” 
Privacy from Taxes ™ Nomadic Living 
Multiple Addresses 
Hideouts, Deep Cover 
How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 
WANT — and MORE! 
Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 


ONLY $18.95 


EDEN PRESS = 
ES Slater “C”. Box 8410-AP Fountain Valley. CA 07728 I 


Your O) Regular P&H, $3.00 (Please add § 

















Choice (0 FIRST CLASS,$6.00 = to arder.) 
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At Your Command | 
Take charge with U.S. Cavalry’s high-quality 


military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. ! 
4 Over 100 full-color pages including official mili- , 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice ’ 
' aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 1 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, ‘ 
address and $3.00 to:. 














¢ Name: 4 
3 Address: ’ 
, i 4 
t 5 
i AEE IE 
_US CAVALRY-&. : 
8 y e 1 
i WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPRIENT ’ 
' DEPT. SF $ 

2865 Centennial A Ave. . Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 3 



















SNEAK-A-SMOKE 


(Camouflage For Your Cigarette) 


The Sneak-A-Smoke is a cigarette 
shield designed for the necessity 
of light discipline. 


e Smoke at night without 
being seen. 

e Protect your cigarette in 
adverse weather. 

e For smokers in the field 
or combat environment. 
e Perfect for security and 
surveillance 


© Small, lightweight and 
durable with penclip. 
e Comfortably carried in pocket or clipped 












to gear. 
e Available in three camouflage colors: 
- Black - Woodland Green - Desert Tan 


The Sneak-A-Smoke™ provides the freedom to smoke 
in the dark without the risk of being seen. 











i RAYMOND INDUSTRIES PO. Box 80128 | 
Telephone: (216) 832-6049 
Tay color price each total 
Make check or M.0. payable to 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — 2.00 per word per inser- 
tion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to 
be included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 
693 = 2 words: 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
DI, SGT, 20mm, U.S. count as one word each. Hyphen- 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. No personal services ads accepted. We reserve 
the right to refuse, delete or change any copy which we 
determine to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with 
payment to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS. OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSI- 
FIED ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOL- 
DIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT 
VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE- 

_ MENT AND/OR THE LEGALITY OF EVERY 

* PRODUCT. CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PROD- 
UCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED BY AN AD- 
VERTISER. HE SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE 
FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING 
DEPARTMENT SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES 
NOT INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SER- 
VICE ADVERTISED TO BE USED !N ANY IL- 
LEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and international 
distribution. There may be products for 
which sale, possession or interstate 
transportation may be restricted, pro- 
hibited or subject to special licensing 
requirements in your state. Purchasers 
should consult the focal law enforce- 
ment authorities in their area. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
DEADLINES FOR ALL 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING _ 
'92 Issues “Deadline » 


JUL 23 
AUG. 20 


Classified Dept., PO Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306-0693 


Classified Ads Cannot Be Taken Over Telephone 


APPAREL 


WHOLESALE SURPLUS! BDU good $5.. Alice Packs 
$10. Catalog $1. plus stamp. Old Lincoln County, PO 
Box 1618, Alamogordo, NM 88311. (180) 


FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE! From Austria, Germany, 
France, Rhodesia, Swiss., Russia + many more! Send 
$1.00 for catalog. WWM, 13017 Wisteria Dr. #331SF, 
Germantown, MD 20874 (178) 


WORLDWIDE MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, New 16 
page catalog of camouflage & gear from around the 
world! Catalog $1.00 AH.A.. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (178) 
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Nation-wide need for Ball Bond Investigators. 
| Over 3,700 Ball Bond agencies are experiencing a 
i greater ‘number of bond skips. Get your foot in the door 
las a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells how! 
. Call 1-900-988-9808, ext. 228. 
duty military welcome! 


Have pen and paper rea 
| (s2iminJs minute call) 


SUL BVEL HY PHONE DEVICES 


VOICE CHANGER 
¢ Creates complete anonimity on incoming 
or outgoing calls 

¢ Portable orci size (3.75" X 2.25") 

« Can be used on aay telephone 

¢ Radically changes the way you sound; 
aaa voice higher or lower at push of a 


ae Retail $89.95) ONLY $39,95 


TAP DETECTOR 

° Protects phone, computer, modem, FAX 
or telex machines 

¢ Lets you know if an aeons is listening in 
on your home or o 

¢ Provides security & peace Gat ind 


| (Compare at $29.95) ONLY $24.95. 
Call (800) 428-7825, Ext. 33 or send 
check or money order lo: DSE, Inc., 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Irvine, CA $2715 





WW il SO EET EERE OVER 40.000 TEENS: 


Hate-Badges-Medals of ail Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
%% original U.S. maker), tan with 
” brown leather visor, chin eo 
” snd U.S. Eagle pin. State size 





iy het Pi "$5.00" 


W.W.#2 Ltd.. Box oo St. Louls. MO 63158 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
AN aed RECREATION 
Publications « Videos 


$3 for details: 


LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 





SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE UNIFORMS, 1968 
Vietnam pattern worn in “The Green Berets” new $72.00, 
matching boonie hat $16.00. A.A, Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 Mastercard & Visa accepted! (178) 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
plete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade 
Books, PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (180) 


FARMERS BOOKS specializing in German Mititary His- 
tory WW1 and WW2. Send $2. for catalogue to Farmers 
Books, PO Box 2111, Mission Viejo, CA 92690 Issues 
(178) 


SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS 
“The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter’. 
How and where to buy ‘em! The only complete guide to 
domestic mail-order dealers. Pictures, prices, great ar- 
ticles and more! Send $10. single issue or $30. one year 
(4 issues) subscription to “THE NEWSLETTER", 2269 
Chestnut St, Suite 212, Dept. SOF, San Francisco, CA 
94123. (178) 


WANTED: MEN OF ACTION! True Crime, pirating, in- 
vestigation, hunting/trapping, outdoor cooking, wilderness 
skilis, survival and police science book catalog -$1.00 
Gaddis Publishing, Box 411476-SOF, Los Angeles, Ca- 
lif. 80041. (183) 


MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin Press 
has been described as “the most dangerous press in 
America.” Millions of satisfied readers disagree. Outra- 
geous and controversial books and videos on firearms, 
exotic weap-onry, unconventional warfare, espionage 
and investigation, personal revenge, privacy, action ca- 
reers and more! To order our 50-page catalog send $1. 
to: Paladin Press, Box 1307-2GQT, Boulder, Colorado 
80306. (303) 443-7250. (182) 


BECOME A REPO-MAN! Earn high income. Complete 
course gets you started. For FREE info: SASE, King 
Repo, 10387 Friars Rd, #103, San Diego, CA, 92120 
(180) 
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SWISS QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
STAINLESS STELL CASE & 
BACK 12/24 HOURS MARK- 
INGS & SHOCK PROOF 
WATER RESISTANT UP TO 50M 
WATER RESISTANT BAND 
FREE NYLON BAND 
WORLDWIDE WARRANTY 


, SPECIAL 
OFFER 


$69.9 5p. 


WE ACCEPT 
VISA/MC/AMEX 
MO/DRAFT 
Catolog $2.00 
FREE W/ORDER 


S.0.F SUPPLY COMPANY 


G.P.0. BOX 3608 HONG KONG 
Deuler Inquires Welcome 


ORDER NOW FREE-FAX: 1-800-676-5457 





BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 
VHS ONLY $39.95 
By the massed bands of the 


Royal Marines. A spectacular 


rousing performance. 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 


Department 6 
P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 








IMPROVISED MODIFIED FIREARMS: Deadly Home- 
made Weap-ons, by J. David Truby & John Minnery - 
Take away free people's firearms, and they will make 
others. Through vivid descriptions and rare photos, this 
book documents the extremes to which people -inciud- 
Ing armies, gangs, guerrillas and prisoners - will go when 
normal supplies of firearms are denied. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 296 pp. Send $25.95 ppd to: Paladin 
Press, PO Box 1307-2GQK, Boulder, CO B0306. (303) 
443-7250. (179) 


WORLD'S MOST UNUSUAL POLICE CATALOG! 112 
color pages; Badges; ID Cards; Books; Ammo; Weap- 
ons; Spy Devices; Posters, etc; $3.00; Call 1-900-226- 
2444 for Shipment! Guaranteed! NIC, inc., Box 5950 CF, 
S'Port, LA 71135-5950 (179) 


THE PREDATORY FEMALE by Rev. Lawrence Shan- 
non available from Banner Books, P.O. Box 70302, Reno, 
NV B9570 $8.95 plus $4.00 shipping (carried on-board 
by airline pilots worldwide) A Field Guide to Dating & The 
Marriage-Divorce Industry (180) 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — 1992 EDITION NOW 
iN SOFT COVER —The Most Devastating Manual Ever 
Published! Over 1000 Entries, Completely Cross-Reter- 
enced. It would take 15 books to Equal the Information 
Jam-Packed in this Giant 8 1/2 X 11 Volume. $19.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, P.O. 
Box 2630-A, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/ Mastercard 
Orders Call 24 hours, (800) 448-6280. (178) 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination, research ma- 
terials. Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder 
film. Catalogue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 
Beaconsfield, Quebec. HSW 5T6. (189) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist- 
ing smail business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free re- 
corded message: 1-707-449-8600. (KW5) (178) 


EARN $2,500. WEEKLY with your own 800/900 number! 
No calls come to your home. 1-900-884-8482, Ext. 3162 
($19.85 fiat charge). For application, send $1. plus SASE 
to: JPC, 2675 W. Hwy 89A, Suite 1147, Sedona, AZ 
86336-5299. (178) 


COLLECTORS 


WWil RELICS! Cheaper than certain “well-known” relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog $5. (refundable). Telephone (612) 689- 
1146. Militaria, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (179) 
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“DEFENDER” 

Super High Compression Jet Spray 
DEFENDER will STOP ATTACKERS at 20 
ft. away. Renders assailant instantty heip- 
less. DEFENDER will not cause permanent 
injury. Remember (DEFENDER can save 
you from serious injury, or even your life) 

DEFENDER-TG14...$14.95 
w/HOLSTER-TG14.5...$19.95 


"DEFENDER" MIN! STUN GUN 
The MINI STUN GUN is not much larger 
than a credit card, with 50,000 VOLTS. 
It can be concealed in your hand and has 
the JOLT of a baseball bat. 
ht will not cause permanent injury. 
STUN GUN-AP71...$49.95 
wW/HOLSTER-AP71.5...$56.95 


TO ORDER send check or money order, $3 S&H to 
AFFORDABLE PRODUCTS, 76 N. Maple Ave. 
P.O. Box 5130, Suite 245, Rigdgewood, NJ 07450 








The book that blew the lid off Forbidden Technol- 
ogy! Building Teflon™-coated bullets, rearming 
inert grenades, secrets of titanium warheads, 
hypersecure encryption, rocket weapons, clan- 

destine Be exposé, wearing a wire, defeating 
ee iddentech marketplace, surveillance 

raphy, computer viruses, scrambiing/de- 
ae ing, ultrasonic weapons, more! 8.5x11, 
258 meaty pages, a fresh & lucid look at Forbid- 
nology | den Techno . $33 domestic ae paid. 

ie Distri Ma Union Blvd , Suite 430, 
Lakewood, CO.8 8032 8. So!d only to inform. 


One 
ACCESSORIES 
AND PARTS 


RGUNS 


140 Western Ave., AT 31 
Carpentersville, tL 60110 
lilinois #1 Dealer for H&K 

GU poe ac etc a gee ee 


IMMEMATE SHIPPING, ViS4 MC 
Send 33.00 for Paris and Accessories catalog. 
$1.00 from @ach calalog will be donated to NRA. | 
| buy attessorigs and guns, top $ paid. 





BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regi- 
mental insignia; blazer crests; ties; plaques; tankards; 
berets; belts; officer’s canes; patches; prints; posters; 
medals; books; cassettes; videos; etc. of elite British/ 
Scottish Regiments, including SAS, Paratroops, Guards, 
Black Watch, Royal Marines, RAF & RN, etc. Import 
catalog $5.00 British Regalia Imports, Dept. 6, P.O. Box 
§0473, Nashville, TN 37205. (178) 


VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, DI pins T-shirts. 
Catalog $1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. 


(178) 


WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medats, 
uni~forms, T-shirts, posters, camouflage. Worid's big- 
gest catalog, $3.00. Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 
13208 (178) 


TOP DOLLAR PAID for military prison effects, historic 
and modem. Restraints, cuffbelts, legirons, whipstocks, 
badges. P.O. Box 226, Bennett CO 80102 (178) 


BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, America's largest sup- 
plier of current issue British equipment, camouflage, head- 
gear etc...catalog $1.00, B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (178) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, current is- 
sue F-1 uniforms in “lizard” pattern camouflage, unissued 
suit $70.00, F-1 camouflage cap $15.00. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver CO 80221 (178) 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES. Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kapians, Box 
890638. Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (180) 


EDUCATION 




















TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19,278 topics availabie! 
306-page catalog—rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 
1-800-351-0222 (California: (310) 477-8226). (188) 
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° SAS e ARF * BLACK WATCH 
° PARA © RM © CAMECRONS 


° ASDG * RN ¢ GUARDS otc. 
Import Catalog $5.00 


BRITISH REGNALIN IMPORTS 
Department-6 
_ 8.0. Box 50473 * Nashvilic, TN 37205 












TEE SHIRT 


Hanes m 

100% Cotton 

& Color 
Cartoon 

M,L, XL 

Red, white, 

blue 

Made In U.S.A. 

$14 plus $2 s&h 

CA residents - 


cAresa (November 92 


A, M. Graham, 27911 Industrial BI. # 128 
Hayward, CA 94545 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 
100's of Titles to Choose! P 

CREDIT © EMPLOYMENT © EXOTIC WEAPONRY ¢ MAATIAL 
ARTS « PRIVACY « NEW IDENTITY © DISQUISES 
° SURVEILLANCE ¢ FIREWORKS and Much, Much More! 

Best Prices and Selection. Money Back Guarantee. 

Catalog 
ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
PO Box 308-M Sharon Center, OH 44274 





WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 


a ad TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO. . 


MILITARY VEHICLES 


MAGAZINE 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
1 Year (6 Issues) $15 @ 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 


P.O. Box 1748-L @ Union, NJ 07083 


THE MARKETPLACE 
FOR MILIPARY VEHICLES 


a ee ee eee ee 


EMPLOYMENT 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100.-$1,000. daily. Now hir- 
ing. FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 585, Dearborn. Mi 48120 
(179) 


WANTED-PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARDS & INVES- 
TIGATORS. International Security & Investigations - "The 
90's growth industry” Act Now! - Send SASE to B.A.S.E.C., 
PO Box 8146, Turnersville, NJ 08012. (180) 


TRAVEL THE WORLD FREE as an air courier. Com- 
plete details only $12.95. Borgstar, PO Box 11894-SF, 
St. Paul, MN 55111. (178) 


OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate openings! All Skills! Work 
month/home month! Free details! Write today! Offshore, 
Box 4478-10, Biloxi, MS 39531 (enclose stamp). (178) 


POLICE OFFICERS WANTED. Have the advantage! 
Sample written examination pius other copyrighted ~ De- 
tailed" Test information! Supplies limited $21.95 to “Crimi- 
rat Justice Consultants”, P.O. Box 115, Dept. F, Dixon, 
IL 61021.({178) 


SUCCESSFUL PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS. Earn over 
$100,000 yearly. Specialize! Send for Guide to Worker's 
Compensation and Background Investigations" $29.95 
to ATA, Box 517, Colorado Springs, CO 80901. (179) 





| REGIMENTAL INSIGNIN & WENPONRY | 





et: Badge of 7 













® Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
jes, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
Step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa- 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga- 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
the same equipment 


Bete Pet Wo, ed 
fee revken, 
Ber 


used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 


own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 


Approved by Calif. Dept. af Public Instruct. 
THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 








DEPT $G208 PO BOX 25750, Santa Ana CA 92799 1 
[| Aust me your “Detective” Career Kit-No saleeman wil cas. | 
] io 
i Stim 


leew e ew ewe eee eae 


an ik ca dh tae ake ae a ae at 


) BE APARALEGAL!| 





\ 

J America’s No. 1 home “sy ole i 

i > | program. Attorney-instructe are 

j now for your law career! School of Para- 4 
legal Studies, Dept.LJi7i 2245 Perim- 

I eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: |! 


CALL 800-223-4542 | 





Discount prices on 


brand name hunting, collecting, 
work and survival knives. Fast ser- 
vice and guaranteed satisfaction. 


Visif our showroom in the Smokies, 
home of ‘The Worla's Largest Knife 
Showplace’! 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE WORKS 
P.O. Box 4947SZ, Sevierville, TN 37864 | 


FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SPECIAL PURPOSE AMMO AND MUNITIONS. Reload 
your own: Tracers, A.P., Incendiary, H.E. Ammo, 12 Ga. 
Flares, Thermite/Smoke Grenades and many others. 
SASE for free list. T. Tyler, Box 2700F, Huntington Beach, 
Ca 92647 (180) 


WORLD'S DEADLIEST AMMUNITION. Send SASE for 
brochure to Kinetic Energy Corp., Dept. S-B765, Tavemier, 
FL 33070 (178) 


FOR SALE 


ROYAL COMMENDATION LOST? Professional quality 
replacements suitable for framing. For details write: Uni- 
versity Press, PO Box 8562, Victoria, B.B., Canada, V8W 
382. (178) 


ATTENTION THE SILENT BUT DEADLY-HUNTSMAN 
CROSSBOW PISTOL A 55 Ib pull spring steel bow, 
aircraft aluminum frame, fully adjustable sights and safety. 
Includes four arrows and two targets. The huntsman is 
perfect for small game up to deer size animals. Send 
$34.95 plus $5.00 shipping to: R.E.M. Specialty Com- 
pany, 143 West Bark Access Road, Columbus, MS 
39701. MC/Visa accepted (178) 
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CROSS CREEK TRAINING ACADEMY 
IMPORTERS AND TRAINERS 
of ONLY the HIGHEST QUALITY 
Belgian Malinois & German Shepherds 










IDEAL FOR 
HOME PROTECTION / POLICE SERVICE 
OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
Excellent for the Family with Children 
THE BREEDS OF CHOICE BY ARMIES 
& POLICE DEPARTMENTS WORLD WIDE 
Trained and certified or untrained dogs avaliable. 
We will train a dog for your individual needs. 
P.O. Box 7368, North Augusta, SC 29841 
(803) 279-8716 © Call or write for our brochure 










SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 


equipment. Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment. 
CONTACT THE SURVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS 


PO Bex 335%, Seuthampten, FA 18966 
(215) 337-9065 


Sa 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 


ee EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


MEN — WOMEN — 
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 

AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 

AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 
TECHNIQUES \ 14 

FROM THE %,.fazs 
EXPERTS. 


LTD. 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE _.. a 





STOP VIOLENT ATTACK! Strongest handheld protec- 
tion. Immediate Free Information. LAR, 304 Newbury St., 
#262, Boston, MA 02115. (179) 


40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportu- 
nities. Home businesses. Get new identity, credit, de- 
grees. Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (180) 


FREE CATALOG—5,000+ military/government/NFL in- 
signias/logos, coat of arms, business fogos. Custom di- 
plomas, awards, certificates, more. CouchPotato Pub- 
lishing, 8642 Centre, Largo, Florida 34647 (178) 


| INSTRUCTION 


INVESTIGATION CAREER. Quick, easy home study. 12 
lessons. Become a professional. Free information. Shaw 
Investigation (Since 1971). Call (800) 272-6680. (178) 
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HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 
FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Decler Inquires Welcome 


HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 
PERU, IL 61354 


815) 223-1159, Ask For David 


SIYIHS-1 


|RBORNE 


PAE. 


uw 


Expedition to Retrieve 
LOCATED TREASURE 


need JV Partners 
call PST 10-4 
(209) 228-8107 


Fighting Street Throws 


by BILL SHAW. Renowned Trainer of Combined Fighting Arts! 
VOL. 1— ESSENTIAL SKILLS $59.95 

Effectively throwing with speed and power! 
VOL. 2 — STREET TACTICS $59.95 

Put the attacker down and ae “y there! 


Macy BOTH ONLY: $87.95]. f= 


ELITE PRODS., 1510 N. Argonne #G, Opt 4 
Spokane, WA 99212 (509) 927-8841 


YOUR ipettiesh MEDALS! 


rewy 


LARGEST INVENTORY IN THE U.S.A. 


» FULL SIZE US MEDALS 
* UN AND RYN MEDALS 
* MINIATURE MEDALS . MANUALS ON 
* OFFICAL RIBBONS CLAIMING MEDALS 
» RANK BADGES . PATCHES.,.. ALL GUARANTEED ! 
SEND §2. } $2.00 TODAY FOR ALL NEW COLOR CATALOG! 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 


1929S2 FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN S.C. 29644 


. SKILL BADGES 
- DISPLAY CASES 





KNIVES & BAYONETS 





QUALITY CUSTOM AND COMMERCIAL KNIVES at very 
affordable prices. Many unique designs for military and 
survivalists. Catalog $3. Peter James and Sons, F-290, 
2549 W. Golf Rd., Hoffman Estates, IL 60194. (178) 


FINEST QUALITY NAME BRAND CUTLERY AT REAL 
DISCOUNTS. No games just great prices. Benchmade, 
Beretta, Blackjack, Buck, Cold Steel, EK, Gerber, SOG, 
Spyderco, and more! Catalog is free! Jeff Lepp P.O. Box 
15712, Dept. SOF, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935 
(178) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 page catalog. 
America’s most respected correspondence club since 
1974. Cherry Blossoms, 190FT Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, 
HI 86755 806-961-2114 (178) 


R & R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy a playful vacation in the 
Philippines with exotic oriental escorts 24 hours a day. 
Vacation, Box 43SF, Bellerose, NY 11426. (178) 


SEARCHING FOR SOMEONE? Find anyone in the U.S. 
inexpensively. National computer search $75. For infor- 
mation, send SASE to: Hanna, PO Box 1343, Vacaville, 
CA 95696. (178) 


50,000 BIG MAPS (ANYPLACE): Iraq, Vietnam, Moon, 
Ohio -Anyplace! Tactical, surplus, Naval, intelligence, 
topographics. Catalog $3. (refundable)). Ailied, Drawer 
5070-FO, Glendale, AZ 85912. (178) 











| Survival Electronica, 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75364-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


OEMOWGWS = 


Gl oo R.D. #10, BOX 10419 - 
NEWTON, N.d. 


U.S. LARGE COMBAT 
FIELD PACK 


eM) with FAAME - - pack) 


$ I 138° _ 


Original and current Gi! issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
‘D’ rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with GI Frame straps, Kidney Gelt, etc. Rip Stop 
Senas eaten an dio 








rare ait 


& rostnat 








Send $3.00 
checks or Visa 4 Master Card hp 
Fareegunensninicg COD's. All merchandise Is 100% guaranteed. 


#0 
FET 201)948-G260QMD ol Atzzks, Hawall ond Pooris Pico add 514 for shipping. 





PICTURES OF DEATH 


—ESEEE—  ——— LSS eee 

Professional photographer has pictures of 

homicides, deadly accidents, rescues and 

rescue efforts plus many more. $7.50 per 
picture. Send for free Information with 

over 15 amazing pictures to choose from. 
Send SASE to: MVN P.O. Box 240024 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11224 


SHOCKING MANUALS! 


Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rock- 
otry, Phones, Energy. Financial, Medical. 100+ oftara Inciude 


Special Projects and Technical Hesearch Services, and hard- 


Jware. Confidentiality Guaranteed! Send $4 for new Combined J 


Catalog. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer {Lockheed}, Professor 
of Computer Science (NMSU}. As seen on CBS ‘60 Minutes.“ Since 1971. 


CONSUMERTRONICS 


2011 CRESCENT DR., P.O. DRAWER 537 
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 





AGENT ORANGE - VIETNAM FIREBASES map Free. 
“AO’ and “Free Vietnam Now’ information included. Send 
SASE to Allied, Drawer 5070-FP, Glendale, AZ 85312. 
(178) 


ORIENTAL LADIES WANT HUSBANDS. Overseas cor- 
respondence. The ladies you can't meet in bars. intro- 
ductions, 2421 Pratt #230sf, Chicago, IL 60645. (178) 


MILITARY MEDALS CATALOGUE $1.00, Ten issues 
$8.00. Vernon, Box 890280SF.Temecula, CA 92589-0280 
(184) 


EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, ENAMELED PINS Your 
design, free booklet. A.T. Patch Co., Dept. 133, Littleton, 
NH 03561. (603) 444-3423. (Fax: 603-444-2371). (178) 


BEST PRICES for genuine Army surplus, clothing, camp- 
ing and survival equipment. Free cataiog. Sierra Surplus, 
P.O. Box 1597, Bishop CA 93515. (178) 


FOREIGN MILITARY PARACHUTIST/ELITE INSIGNIA 
list covers 80+ nations. Also includes USSF and repro. 
MACVSOG patches, USSF & Airborne biazer badges. 
$2.00. Contact: C&D Enterprises, P.O. Box 7201, Ariing- 
ton, VA 22207. (179) 


HOOK-A-CROOK unique, new, pattened self defense 
device. Send $9.99 + 2.50 shipping & handling to: Gien 
Industries, P.O. Box 251 Vermilion, OH 44089. Not sold 
to minors. (178) 


SOUTH AFRICA - What the liberals won't tell you! Sample 
newsletter $2. informative, solution-oriented. S. McNallen, 
P.O. Box 445, Nevada City, CA 95959 (178) 


SULLET-PROOF-VESTS-Top Quality. Up to IV protec- 
tion available. Tactical, Military, Police and Concealable 
Vests available as well as EOD suits. Catalog: $5.00. 
Appleby Enterprises, 2426 Elm St., Harrisburg, PA 17103 
(180) 


CAPTURED IN AFGANISTAN: Soviet berets, belts, hats 
(officers and winter), etc. Send $1.00 for list and pricing. 
TSG, PO Box 154, Suite 104, 200 Main St., Huntington 
Beach CA 92648 {179} 
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BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
min wt Ss lila! 


AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 


INDUSTRY. LEARN SKIP TRACING & MI INVESTIGA- 
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60% OF PI WORK & GENERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS. LEARN THE “RIGHT STUFF" TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOCATE SKIPPERS & MIs' THROUGH ATC'S EX- 
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM - 552 PA- 
GES, 7 BOOKS IN 1! INCLUDES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS-— 
SARY (OVER 500 CURRENT MAJOR PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON- 
LINE DATABASES & MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 


YEAR! THE BEST TRAINING PROGRAM ALL AROUND! 
CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATU- 
RES & PATTERNS. LEARN JN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS. 
START AGENCY WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNITIES -— 50-100K ~ IN THIS "FIELD OF THE 
FUTURE". IMMEDIATE COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAY 1 IN BUSINESS! 


so FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SENT $2.00 (RE- 
FUNPABLE) FON ATC'S Ilo PAGES INFO=PACK. 





ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING 
EXPERTISE & MI INVESTIGATIONS! 





State. . . . S.M. or Lg. Size = $88.00 


"Ye Fi NAZI GENERALS CAP 


Set = 18.00 


all 4 = $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog = $5.00 Free with Order 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St. Louis, MO 63158 


BEWARE- | 


The World’s Most Powerful Blowgons 
are DOWN & DIRTY! 
Write or Call For Immediate Info. 
J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu City, AZ 86405-0209 
Tel. (602) 855-8095 





BUY WHOLESALE ... All types products. Get best, low 
prices from factories in Philippines, Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and U.S.A. Free report on lowest wholesale sources. 
J&M Enterprises, 3047 S.E. 21 Court. Okeechobee, FL 
34947 (179) 


STAMPS! BUYING & SELLING COLLECTIONS. For in- 
formation write: Pleasant Hail, 52 W. Pomfret, Cartisle 
PA 17013 or calt 800-551-9522 (178) 


**DANGEROUS INTINERARY*™ Traveling to the Third 
Worid? Operating in Marine environment? Exposed to 
infectious diseases? Be prepared with Marine medical 
systems from fieldpacks tro polymer cases, our selected 
prescription medications are second to none. 1-800-272- 
3008, Professional Pharmacy in CT 1-203-866-3372, A 
military pharmacist's consultation is timeworthy. (189) 


TRIANGLE FORT, MEKONG DELTA, VIETNAM: 10 X 
14 color photo suitable for framing - $11.95. Brochure $1. 
Tim Kerr, P.O. Box 9342, Seattle WA 98109 (178) 


DESERT STORM PICTURES Couldn't be there? Now 
see what you missed! Destroyed tanks, bunkers, planes, 
oil fires, “The Road to Death”. 50 pictures $15, Quick- 
Pics, P.O. Box 724, Baldwinsville, NY 13027 (180) 


““PRIZEFIGHTER'S" PHYSIQUE IN “‘S!X" WEEKS! 
World's “Simplest” training system! Send Stamp. Kisha, 
Box 147. Dept. C10, Duquesne, PA 15110. (178) 


BUY WHOLESALE. Import direct from manufacturers 
worldwide! 100 page catalog—sporting goods, electron- 
ics. chemicals, machinery, anything. From around the 
world direct to you, $24.95. Money orders only. Eldon 
Diment. P.O. Box 264, Antigua. Guatemala, 03001. (178) 


DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We'll heip. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC Dept. SF, PO Box 
26295. Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1-600-326-8284. 
(178) 


SECURITY PRODUCTS 


SECURITY DEVICES-COUNTERSPY EQUIPMENT: 
Transmitters, detectors, phone security, night vision, stun 
guns, more! Huge catalog $5.00 (refundable) Guardian, 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 906, SLC, UT 84110-0906 (176) 
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| World's Most Fascinating Police Catalog! 


112 pg. Catalog 
Badges; ID Cards; 
Books; Clothing; 
Ammo;Weapons 
Spy Equip; Posters; 
Hats & more! Included with 
World's Best Catalog! each catalog! 


NIC, INC. Box 5950-FC: Sport, LA 71135; (318) 688-1365 


Send $3.00 for 
Catalog, or Call 
1-900-226-2444 
for RUSH shipmen!! 
FREE $3.00 Coupon 


|___ Mon & Women! Make BIG Money!! Bea... 
PRIVATE 


INVESTIGATOR 


**Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own PI. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own bossl 
| home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 


Amazing one-of-a-kind business 


* How to get on the ‘fast track’’ to big money 


* All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 


* How to start your own detective agency 
#* Where to buy state-of-the-an electronic detection 
equipment 
%* How to operate from home, no investment required 
* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 
Free Information: 


UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


P.O. BOX 2133 
DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (S 
= by i “et 





STEALTH 


GERBILS OF WAR 





OVER JAPAN 


(RU LRAT Wh BOARD heed: WEEE Ne seeped ab 


‘PATHOLOGICAL 
LIARS CLUB 


M-L-XL 50/50 Cotton/Polyester 
$10.50 & 1.50 P&H each 
Check or Money Order fo: 


ADVENTURE PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 748, Alioona, PA 16602 


OC TEAR GAS: Shoots a shotgun pattern spray 15-25 
feet leaving your attackers helpless for up to 20 minutes. 
For a 120 gram unit send 19.95 postpaid to James Leath- 
erwood, 148 Old Colony Ave, Suite #317, Quincy, MA 
02170 (179) 


SURPLUS 


MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS; Large 
inven~tory, new and used. Mail $1. (refundable) for price 
list Hugh Wade's, 2120 West Reelfoot Ave., Union City, 
TN 38261-9732. (178) 


MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, flight and 
field jackets, and more. Call (408) 295-1136 for Free 
catalog. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 8663, San Jose, 
CA 95155. (178) 


GENUINE MILITARY SURPLUS and military gun acces- 
sories -East German surplus, too! FREE catalog. Multi 
Sales, P.O. Box 112, Anington, WA 98223 (179) 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, 1992 
summer catalog $1.00, 1.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (176) 











STRUM e 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Balis, Cartridges, 
Candles, Bombs, Pots, Grenades) - Largest selection 
anywhere. $3.00 gets our 56-page catalogue (refundable 
with order) of 500 products, many exclusive. Signus, Box 
33712-W30, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (178) 












Become a gun 
repair expert! 


al 

















Professional- 
level home study | 
trains you to do , 
expert work on all kinds of 
firearms. Call today for free 
literature: 800-223-4542. 


Name 
Address 
City _____State__Zip 
School of Gunsmithing, Dept. GJ171 


2245 Perimeter Pk., Atlanta, Georgia 30341 
es eee ee eee 
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16° heared Gags 
Fa 143) rT WE'LL SHIP Ly) 
CALLQ00-228-2323 or 801-975-0222 
Were mares INC. BOX 27222- ‘Salt Lake City! UT84127 
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FULLY LY AUTOMATIC l 

=> —_> =p = BOOK aie Lapa Fears f 
SHOWS - Adenia Ca - A 

Machine (Time Pomcion A 
PUBLISHER UNLOCKS} 
naa a aS 
GUE. Bel Ra, Sle #2- WP, AZO 
1-800-759-5942 @2 Ey 


BRITISH SPECIAL FORCES 


Wr ] eo: Many Items Availabie Only From Us! 
Latest Combat Clothing and Equipment. 
ey ISS Aliso WWII Clothing Reproductions, 
| and lots more. For our Free 36 page, 
colour illustrated catalogue, please send $2 bills only 
to: Special Air-Sea Services, St. Georges Works, St 
Georges Quay, Lancaster, Lancs. LAI 5QJ, England 
Telephone (0524) 64204. Fax. (0524) 844239 









ATTENTION DON'T GET LOST WITHOUT THE “EX- 
PLORER KIT-KNIFE SURVIVAL SYSTEM” A self con- 
tained survival knife which contains the following: Stain- 
less stee! knife with aircraft aluminum handie, wire cut- 
ter, sling shot, compass, sharpening stone, screwdriver, 
signal mirror and unbreakable valox sheath. As an added 
promotional gift, we are in-cluding a “flint and steel fire 
starter kit" free. A $10.00 value. Send $18.95 plus $6.00 
shipping to: R.E.M. Specialty Company, 143 West Bank 
Access Road, Columbus, MS 39701. MC/Visa accepted. 
{178) 


SURVIVAL, WILDERNESS, MEDICINE, BOOKS & VID- 
EOS - 300+ unique products in 34 page catalog - $2.00. 
FASS PACKS Box 117045SOF, Burlingame, CA $4011 
(180) 


ESPANA Le 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broad- 
way, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (179) 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 81 


&H 
sca Diamond/Amethyst/Ruby Eyes add $10.00 
rhecie 0. To: NVTRADING CO. 


1200 Harris, Box 307, Bellingham, WA 98225 


aU eh en ayes 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette of tape 
recorder and your telephone fine. Starts auto- 
maticaily when phone is answered. Records both 
sides of conversalion. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 


% 19.95 EACH Oty Disc Ava 


St teu. in. 


Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 


Many times more powertul than other transmilters, 
Transmits up to % mile to any FM radm -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not incl.) 

For catalog of Transmitters, Voice Scrambiers and 
other specially Rems, enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $10.95 + $1.00 


ACCREDITED DEGREES - Police 
Science, Security, Business - 
Administration, etc. through 

correspondence - Catalog: U.S. - 

$4.00. Foreign - $6.00 (American 
currency) - St. John’s University 
31916SF, University Circle, Springfield, 
Louisiana 70462-91008. 





THE MASTER iS BACK, BIGGER AND BADDER than 
ever before. Train with professional expert in lethal hand- 
to-hand combat and special combatives as taught to 
elite military teams, bodyguards, covert operators, etc. 
world wide. Combatant use of knife, axe, garrote, psycho/ 
physical programs available. Free information and cata- 
log send $5 for postage/ handling to: C.P. Hoffman, PO 
Box 524, Brick, NJ 08724. (178) 


Yes, I'd like to order 
at $24.95. (P&H included) 


Each cover comes complete with custom-fitted 
lucite frame and display stand. Simply send a 
clear focused color print (the larger the better). 
Negatives, slides and wallet size photos are not 
acceptable. Your photo will be returned to you in 
its original condition along with the finished 
cover in about 2-3 weeks. For quicker delivery 
your cover can be shipped Air Express within 7 
days (please add $5.00 per cover). We reserve 
the right to reject any photos that do not meet 
SOF’s standards of taste and decency. Please 
mail your photo with stiffening to prevent creas- 


ing. 











eee COUNTRY 


20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 


Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear, ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN- 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 


color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available* 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE | RANCHES 


210 Milwaukee St Ss 
, Montana 59 7D (808) 846-1000 









AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
German 1942 Mtg. ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles, 
‘\ = Still in thes pocket pouch. 

Rm Tan Otc. caps = New REPLICA State S-M- or 
Lg. Size. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay postage. Our 250 page fully ibustrated 
By catalog $5.00 (FREE with order) 


CRT ETRE CRS 
d.,Box2063-F St. Louls, MO 63156 


| VEHICLES 


WWII Dodge Power Wagon Pick-up. Original condition. 
Looks and runs good. $2500.00. Belongs to local Fire 
district. 308-337-2315, or 308-336-3334. (178) 


VIDEOS 


NAVY SEALS VIDEO! New Low Prices! Complete mu- 
seum collection $19.95 each. $ave money: Any 3 for 
$55! Any 6 for $99! “Someone Special 1989" 30 minutes 
color. “Navy Seals: Inside Look” 30 minutes color. “Men 
With Green Faces” 30 minutes color. “The Lonely War- 
rior” 30 minutes b&w. “Navy Frogmen” 30 minutes b&w. 
“Seals in Vietnam” 17 minutes color. “Seals On Patrol” 
15 minutes color. All sales benefit the UDT SEAL Mu- 
seum. Send check or MO to: LOTI Group Productions, 
PO Box 960311, Miami, FL 33296-0311 (178) 





Reis 








U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
1940 through Current 


Large Catalog, $3.00 


SAUNDERS 
Box 3133°SF + Naples, FL 33939-3133 









be and clear—30 days. 
© Survive wio a salary « Cash Income. 
© How to be working In 48 hours. 

© Get collaga degrees by mall. 

© Recession-proof jobs, careers. 

7 © $100,000 credit on signature alone. 
© Business money secrets, sources. 

© Visa/MasterCard—no credit check. 
FREE 40-page catalog 

8410-AF © Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
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SUPPORT 
SOF 


ADVERTISERS 





NAVY SEAL WORKOUT VIDEO; Learn the exercise 
tech~niques of the Navy's most elite commando force, 
only $29.95. B&L Enterprises, PO Box 151331, San Di- 
ego, CA 92175. (178) 


SF/WILDERNESS SURVIVAL TRAINING VIDEO - with 
pamphlet. 2 hrs. Practical Lifesaving instruction $19.95 
postage paid. Somerset Productions-SOF PO Box 3041, 
Columbus, GA 31903 (178) 


se 


i 


WANTED—Knowledge of a Lao Resistance group or 
literature on such group. Needed for political asylum 
claim. Kevin Jamison 5440 N Oak K. C. MO 64118 (616) 
455-2669 (178) 


Put your favorite face on 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE magazine 


Your Favorite Photo 


on a simulated cover in color 


Great Gift! 


Only 


HEADLINES AVAILABLE 
e America’s Secret Weapon 
eWarrior of the Year 
e Female Warrior Destroys 

Commie Platoon 

eWorld’s Most Dangerous Merc 
Check the headline you want and number of 
photo(s) on back. 
__America’s Secret Weapon- 1 
___ Warrior of the Year-2 


__Female Warrior Destroys Commie Platoon-3 
___World’s Most Dangerous Merc-4 


Signature 
Date 

Check Method of Shipping Desired 
_____ Standard UPS (total $24.95 per photo) 


___Air Express (total $29.95 per photo} 

Make checks payable to Soldier of Fortune Cover 
Offer. Florida residents add 6% sales tax. 

Send completed coupon, payment and photo to 
Soldier of Fortune Cover Offer, c/o Fotozines, 
4210 L.B. McLeod Rd., Ste. 115, Orlando, FL 
32811 

Please give us a phone number where you may 
be reached during the day should we have a 
question about the order {__) 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 
Pay by check, money order ar charge it to 


____ MasterCard Visa 





Saemnenican pee 


Classic caliber -- classic design. The power of .45 
caliber and the reliability of John Browning’s 1911A1. 


ChinaSports brings you the 1911A1 semi-auto pistol in 
A5ACP, designed by John Browning over 80 years ago 
and built today by Norinco the way Mr. Browning 
intended -- DROP FORGED of highest quality steel, 
then machined, for years and years of dependable 
service. 


The ChinaSports 1911A1 has features that you, the 
shooter, want -- at very competitive pricing: standard 


WEAR EYE & HEARING PROTECTION 





“45 caliber, solid barrel bushing, chrome lined barrel, 
3-dot sights. Each pistol comes with 2 magazines 
and a cleaning kit. The true 1911Al1. 

From ChinaSports. Now available at your dealer. 





P.O. Box 3250, Ontario, California 91761 


ChinaSports products are sold strictly through the Distributor-Dealer network. 


ChtnaSports Uarines .45 ACP ammo auatatle — in stack novel 


WHEN USING ANY FIREARM! 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 8 MT. MORRIS, tL 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 


PO BOX 348 
MT MORRIS IL 61054-9817 





NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 





13th ANNUAL SOLDIER OF OMT ONE 
CONVENTION/EXPO & 


MILITARY VEHICLE SHOW “xs 
16-20 September 1992 /™N 
SANDS HOTEL — LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


You must be a registered conventioneer to be a part of all the action and adventure at the 1992 Convention. FREE to the first 200 
conventioneers — participation in AL MAR KNIVES’ “THE GREAT ESCAPE.” Early registration fee is $100 and must be received 
by 21 August 1992. Registration fee after 21 August 1992 is $135. 

THE GREAT ESCAPE SPONSORED BY AL MAR KNIVES! 


LJ vest | want to compete in THE GREAT ESCAPE at the 1992 SOF Convention, FREE, and | am enclosing my early registration 
fee of $100 to be received by SOF by 21 August 1992. Registration fee after 21 August 1992 is $135 and does not include THE 
GREAT ESCAPE. 










L) Check/MO Enclosed, made payable to SOF Convention ‘92 Ca92 
) Mastercard ) Visa Card # Exp. Re cee 
Name 

Address 


: City State Zi Phone # T-shirt size 


ie ae 
[PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY] 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO.1173 BOULDER, CO 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


ATTN: SOF CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION 

OMEGA GROUP LTD 

PO BOX 693 

BOULDER CO _ 80306-9830 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
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You started reading about Africa in the first 
issue of Soldier of Fortune Magazine; now SOF can 
help you hunt Africa and experience the thrill of 
Africa’s big game. 


THE 1993 SAFARI SEASON 


SOF’s Outdoor Editor, Galen L. Geer, has 
arranged for a May, 1995 Safari where a 
limited number of SOF readers can join Soldier 
Of Fortune Editor Publisher Robert K. Brown 
and Geer on a 10-day South African and 
Zambian Safari. 

In addition to the Safari, SOF Maqazine 
and Geer are now offering a complete African i ie ne ea iy 
Safari booking service through an agreement = ("*_.. ) gihe See Braet estate Fs ce een ks 
with Roc’s Safaris and one ofthe country’stop ae ee ge. ae : Ares i f) Pee it Pigs COS GE 






travel agencies. SOF and Geer will map out PS ii 

your Safari, planning your hunt in South Africa 

and Zambia for the best trophy opportunities. Safari will arrange transportation, solve passport 
An SOF safari can include buffalo and lion problems, and your adventure will be with Roc’s 


with trophy plains game of your choice. SOF Safari, one of the top African outfitters. 

The SOF Safari service is 
available for an individual 
hunter or sportsmen who want 
to take advantage of qroup 
discounts. 

let SOF’s world-traveling 
experience and international 
connections get you to Africa 
to hunt the world you’ve only 
read about until now. 

For more information on the 
1995 Safari Season, including 
rates for both the SOF Safari or 
other bookings write: 


SOF Safari 
P.O.Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 





